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There will be a temporary visual impact during the construction phase (6-12 months) of the works associated
with the presence of construction machinery, construction traffic, and construction workers within the local

landscape. The visual impacts of the construction activity within the town will be comparable with other

typical urban development and is not considered significant.

There will be no impacts during the operational stage given that the rising main will be underground and the

PS upgrade is enclosed within the existing Quay Road PS and the new WWPS is underground.

Table 5-2: Summary of Potential Impacts on Environmental Factors

Environmental
Receptors

Potential Impacts

Statement of Effect

EIA Required

Population and Human
Health

Biodiversity Flora and
Fauna

No significant negative
impacts.

Habitats: Approximately
270m? of scrub/wet
grassiand will be removed,
370m? of improved pasture,
20m? of hedgerow and 2
beech trees outside
boundary of the Clareabbey
WWTP will be removed.
These are considered to be
of Local (low) ecological
value. Existing hedgerow
will be bolserted with native
vegetation within the CPO
lands. There will be no loss
of habitats of significant
ecological value.

None of these habitats

correspond to any QI habitat

or supporting habitat to QI
species of the Lower River
Shannon SAC.

No works within the
European Sites are
required.

Birds: There is potential for
nesting birds to utilise the
hedgerows, scrub and
treelines intersected by the
rising main pipeline. Where
there is a need to undertake
removal of vegetation there
is potential for a temporary,
slight localised negative

The construction phase is
likely to give rise to some
potential for temporary slight
negative effects on
population and human
health within the immediate
vicinity of the proposed
development (in particular at
sensitive receptor locations
along Quay Road) as a
result of noise, dust or odour
during the construction
and/or operational phases.
Best practice construction
methodologies and traffic
management measures will
ensure no significant effects
occur.

Impacts to biodiversity have No.

been avoided through
incorporation of best
practice design measures
and mitigation.

The AA screening (RPS,
2021) concluded that in view
of best scientific knowledge,
the proposed development,
either individually or in
combination with other plans
or projects, is not likely to
have a significant effect on
any European Site(s).
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Environmental P_otential Impacts Statement of Effect EIA Required
Receptors

effect on biodiversity in ihe
absence of mitigation.

Mitigation - As per the legall

. requirements stipulated
within the Wildlife Act 1976
(as amended), any
vegetation removal required
(trees/scrub/hedgerow) will
be conducted outside bird

- breeding and nesting bird
season (i.e. outside 1%
March to 315t August)

Bats: A search of NBDC
databases was conducted
and returned records of
Lesser horseshoe bat
(Rhinolophus hipposideros)
within 2km of the proposed
development.

Mitigation - Any trees to be
removed shall be surveyed
for the presence of bats
prior to felling. This shall be
conducted by a suitably
qualified bat ecologists to
identify bat roosting
potential. The bat ecologist
shall be consuited to inform
felling activities required.
Any works interfering with
bats and especially their
roosts, may only be carried
out under a licence to
derogate from Regulation 23
of the Habitats Regulations
1997, (which transposed the
EU Habitats Directive into
Irish law) issued by the
NPWS.

Terrestrial Mammals:
During the clearance of
vegetation to facilitate the
rising pipeline there will be a
localised negative effect to
terrestrial mammals due to
disturbance. This is
considered to be temporary
for the duration of works
only. It is considered there
will be no fragmentation of
habitats therefore no
impacts to commuting
corridors for wildlife is
anticipated.

Aquatic Species and
Habitats: There are no
mapped Annex | habitats
where the Clareabbey
WWTP outfalls to the River
Fergus. No instream works
are required as part of the
proposed development and
therefore there will be no

MCWO0967RP0D007 | UTAS Clare Clarecastle Sewerage Scheme | A04 | 19 October 2021
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Environmental
Receptors

Potential Impacts

Statement of Effect

EIA Required

Interterence with aquatic
species or habitats and no
direct impact is predicted.

The excavations for the
WWPS are estimated at
approximately 100m?3 and
approximately 1,900m? of
material will be excavated to
accommodate the rising
main.

There is potential for
sediment from exposed soil
or stockpiles to be carried
by wind or water and cause
pollution or nuisance at local
sensitive receptor locations
and waterbodies within the
local environment.

Mitigation - All waste
material, such as broken up
blacktop, will be removed off
site to a licensed facility.
Any excavated materials
that are deemed adequate
for re-use as backfill will be
sidecast along the open
trench within the site
boundary. This material
would typically be sidecast
for less than 2 days prior to
its reuse.

Potential exists for impacts
as a result of encountering
the water table during
excavation works are
discussed under the Topic
of Water.

Land, Soil and Geology

Water During excavations along
Quay Road PS groundwater
is likely to be encountered.
Mitigation - Owing to the
urbanised nature in the
surrounding area the only
option is to pump water to
tankers and transport off site
to an appropriate facility as
per the project description. It
is considered there is no
pathway for this water to
enter the River Fergus. The
River Fergus here is
transitional with
salmon/lamprey spawning in
freshwater and therefore the
impact upon spawning beds
is excluded.

Excavation works for the
pipeline are required in
proximity to the drainage

Given the distance to
sensitive receptors from the
works and the employment
of best practice construction
methods on site the impact
is considered to be
temporary in nature and
Imperceptible.

The operation of the
proposed development will
reduce the quantity of
untreated effluent
discharging directly to the
Fergus estuary. Currently
the estuary is at Moderate
WEFD Status (2013-2018)
and is at risk of achieving
WFD objective of Good.

No

No
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Environmental Potential Impacts Statement of Effect EIA Required
Receptors

ditch (which connects to
Clareabbey Stream) in the
vicinity of the Clareabbey
roundabout. Therefore,
there is potential for
sediment to enter this ditch
which ultimately discharges
to the River Fergus. The dry
grassland area between the
proposed pipeline and
drainage ditch will act as a
buffer breaking the pathway
for any surface water runoff
here and providing filtration.
Given this it is not
considered that construction
works will generate
significant level of sediment
as to result in any impact to
downstream spawning
habitats within the
Clareabbey stream or River
Fergus or any Annex habitat
present.

Overall, this project will
contribute to a positive
impact on water quality of
the Fergus and by extension
the Lower River Shannon
SAC and River Shannon
and River Fergus SPA

Air and Climate & Noise and Given that there are a Any impacts will be No
Vibration number of residential temporary and localised in
receptors within 25m nature during the
located in the vicinity of construction phase.
Quay Road WWPS Best practice and standards
construction dusthas the  for the construction phase
potential to cause will be adhered to ensure

temporary, slight localised the avoidance of any
negative effects as a result significant effects to

of deposited dust at nearby  residents within the area.
sensitive receptors.

Construction noise has the

potential to cause

temporary, slight localised

negative effects as a result

of construction vehicles and

works.

Operationally no significant
impacts are identified.

Material Assets The construction phase will  The construction phase will No
give rise to an increase in generate 10 no. construction
vehicles utilising the local HGV trips daily and 6 -10
road and will arise in no. construction workers will
potential temporary, slight,  be present on site during the
localised negative effects. construction period. Best
practice construction
standards will be adhered to
for the duration of the
construction period.
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Environmental Potential Impacts Statement of Effect EIA Required
Receptors
Cultural Heritage There are no identified Potential impacts to known ' No

archaeological, architectural :

or cultural heritage features
within or in proximity to the
proposed site building that
will be impacted by the
construction or operation of
the proposed works. There
is a low potential for
unknown finds to occur.

cultural heritage features will
not occur, Although unlikely
to occur given the current
built up nature of the land, in
the event that any features

- are revealed by the

contractor during topsoil
stripping and ground
excavation which might
comprise of archaeological
features, works shall be
stopped and Clare County

: Council shall be notified,

and a qualified
archaeologist employed to
monitor and assess the
findings. The results of all
archaeological inputs to the
proposed scheme should be

' collated within a report for
‘submission to the NMS and

the Clare County Council
Archaeologist at the
conclusion of all required
archaeological works

5.5 Summary of Likely Significant Impacts

Table 5-3 summarises the identified potential for likely significant impacts with reference to the various

environmental aspects considered.

Table 5§-3: Summary of Potential for Likely Significant Impacts

Environmental Aspect

Construction Phase Impact

Operational Phase Impact

Population and Human Health

Biodiversity
Land

Soils

Water

Air and Climate
Material Assets
Cultural Heritage

Landscape

No likely significan

No likely significant impacts

No likely significant impacts

No likely significant impacts

- No likely significant impacts
. No likely significant impacts

No likely significant impacts

No likely significant impacts

No likely significant impacts

No likely significant impacts
No likely significant impacts
No likely significant impacts
No likely significant impacts
No likely significant impacts
No likely significant impacts
No likely significant impacts
No likely significant impacts

No likely significant impacts
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6 CONCLUSION

The development, namely that of the proposed rising main and works to the Quay Road WWPS and Quay
Road PS at Clarecastle has been screened to determine if an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is
required. The potential for cumulative impacts were also assessed. The development is not a project for
which EIA is mandatory. The proposed development is not sub threshold that requires an EIA as it is unlikely
to have significant effects on the environment.

An EIA Screening exercise was however carried out to determine the potential for the proposed development
to have significant environmental impacts or not to facilitate the local authority in making its determination.
This exercise has been informed by the AA Screening (RPS, 2021) in conjunction with other surveys and
desktop studies.

The nature and characteristics of the proposed development are not considered likely to have significant
effects on the environment. The geographical extent of the proposed development is small and any impacts
during construction will be localised temporary and of slight impact.

Operationally the proposed development will provide adequate capacity to facilitate the planned
development and growth of the Clarecastle agglomeration as well as to provide improvement works to
ensure compliance with UWWTD standards. This is considered to have a long-term, moderate positive
effect.

The overall conclusion of this screening exercise is that there is no requirement for an Environmental Impact
Assessment of the proposed development.
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Appendix A
Invasive Species Report
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 OVERVIEW

RPS was commissioned by Irish Water (IW) to determine the presence or absence of Invasive Alien
Plant Species (IAPS) as listed on the Third Schedule of the Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations
2011 (as amended) within the route corridor of the proposed rising mains and related ancillary
activities at Clarecastle, Co. Clare. This report presents the findings of the baseline IAPS survey of the
study area which was undertaken on 26 September 2017 and 25" June 2018. Since the 2017 survey
there has been a revision to the route of the proposed rising main in the northern section. The 2018
survey was undertaken on the revised route as shown in Figure 1.1 and the 2017 route is shown in
Appendix A.

IAPS are plants that are introduced accidently or deliberately into a natural environment where they
are not normally found, with serious negative consequences for their new environment. They
represent a major threat to native plants and animals on a global scale and are considered as one of
the most significant drivers of ecological change.

The presence of IAPS within the study area has the potential to significantly affect construction
activities and the operational conditions of such facilities and careful measures must be taken to
ensure they are managed appropriately and negate any negative impacts that could potentially
occur.

MCWO0967RP0030P01 1
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Figure 1.1: Location of Proposed Works
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1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION

The scope of the survey comprised the survey of the site for the proposed works to be designed and
constructed for Clarecastle which is to comprise the following components and further detail can be
seen in Figure 1-1.

Quay Road PS

= Upgrade of the existing Quay Road PS by the installation of new duty/standby pumps to
replace the 2 No. existing dry well submersible pumps and MEICA (Mechanical, Electrical,
Instrumentation, Controls, Automation) plant (if possible to upgrade and retain one of the
existing pumps, this will be undertaken instead of full replacement); and

= The new pumps will have variable speed drives to allow for the conveyance of the Formula
‘A’ flows to the existing Clareabbey WwTP as no storage is provided at the PS.

Pipelines

= Approximately 2,070m of new 255mm ID rising main to convey untreated flow from the
upgraded Quay Road PS to the existing Clareabbey WwTP. The initial 1,370m of rising main
will be primarily situated along the R258, with the remaining 700m laid through greenfield
lands as it approaches Clareabbey WwTP;

®= The new rising main will connect to new inlet works at Clareabbey WwTP; and
* Pipelines will be laid in either road or field/verge.

No upgrade works are planned for the Clareabbey WwTP under this proposal.

1 The minimum overflow setting above which overflows might be permitted is defined as that given by "Formula A". This
sets the minimum level at which the wastewater is sufficiently diluted by rainwater so as to avoid pollution of the receiving
watercourse when overflowed from the sewer.

MCW0967RP0030P01 3
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1.3 SCOPE OF SITE ASSESSMENT

The purpose of this survey is to:-

= Confirm presence/absence of any IAPS present within or in close proximity to the proposed
works; and

= Assess the extent of infestations of any IAPS found.

While the presence of all IAS was investigated, it was the terrestrial and riparian zone plant species
that was the primary focus. Non-native terrestrial species listed under the Third Schedule of the
2011 Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations (as amended) that were of primary focus are as follows:

=  Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica);

= Giant knotweed (Fallopia sachalinensis);

= Giant hogweed (Heraculeum mantegazzianum);

= Giant rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria and G. manicata);
=  Himalayan balsam (/mpatiens glandulifera);

= Himalayan knotweed (Persicaria wallichii);

=  Hottentot fig (Carpobrotus edulis);

=  Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum); and

= Three-cornered leek (Allium triquetrum).

An updated survey will be undertaken in the growing season prior to the commencement of the
works. An Invasive Species Management Plan will subsequently be submitted and agreed with Irish
Water. This will then be submitted and agreed in writing with the Planning Authority prior to the
commencement of the works.

1.4 METHODOLOGY

1.4.1 Desktop Review

Desktop studies were carried out in September 2017 and June 2018 to identify any records of
invasive non-native terrestrial species for the study area. The National Biodiversity Data Centre
(NBDC) invasive species records database and mapping system were reviewed for the study area and
its outer environs?,

1.4.2 Site Survey Guidance

During the survey, a suite of information was recorded including the species, location and extent, of
IAPS.

The site survey methodology is based on a suite of guidance and best practice as contained within
the following guidance documents: -

2 http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie, accessed September 2017 and June 2018,
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1.5

Information and Guidance Document on Japanese knotweed Asset Strategy and Sustainability;
(Irish Water 2016);

Guidelines on The Management of Noxious Weeds and Non-native, Invasive Plant Species on
National Roads (National Roads Authority?, 2010);

Managing Japanese Knotweed on Development Sites (Version 3, amended 2013) Environment
Agency UK, (2013);

The Control of Rhododendron in Native Woodlands; (Woodlands of Ireland Information Note No.
3, 2007);

3rd National Biodiversity action plan -National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2017-2021.
(Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 2017).;

Actions for Biodiversity 2017-2021, Ireland’s 2nd National Biodiversity Plan (National Parks and
Wildlife Services) (NPWS, 2011);

Various Inland Fisheries Ireland Guidance Regarding Aquatic Invasive Species Control
(https://www. fisheriesireland.ie/Research/invasive-species.html; and

Various Invasive Species Ireland Guidance (https://invasivespeciesireland.com/).

INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES IN IRELAND AND LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

There are numerous invasive species that can be found in Ireland including terrestrial plants and
aquatic plants which can cause damage to native ecosystems functions and their services. The
control of IAPS in Ireland is regulated through the European Communities (Birds and Natural
Habitats) Regulations 2011 (SI 477 of 2011), specifically Regulations 49 and 50 as follows:-

Regulation 49 - Other than in accordance with a licence a person shall be guilty of an offence if
they: plant; disperse; allow or cause to disperse; spread or cause to grow any plant listed in Part
1 of the Third Schedule in any location within the State.

Regulation 50 - Other than in accordance with a licence, a person shall be guilty of an offence if
they import or transport; have in their possession for the intention of selling, breeding,
reproducing or propagating; offer or expose for sale, transport, distribution, introduction or
release; or advertise or publish a price list with the intention of buying, selling or releasing; any
plant species or vector material listed in the Third Schedule of the Regulations.

Non-native terrestrial species listed under the Third Schedule of the 2011 Regulations include the
following species: -

lapanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica);

Giant knotweed (Fallopia sachalinensis);

Giant hogweed (Heraculeum mantegazzianum);
Giant rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria and G. manicata);
Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera);
Himalayan knotweed (Persicaria wallichii);
Hottentot fig (Carpobrotus edulis);

Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum); and

3 Now Transport Infrastructure Ireland.
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= Three-cornered leek (Allium triquetrum).

On the 12" of July 2017 the list of invasive alien species of Union concern established by
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2016/1141 pursuant to Regulation (EU) No 1143/2014 of the
European Parliament and of the Council was updated to include 12 new invasive species. Of these
were Chilean rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria), Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) and
Indian/Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera).

1.6 ASSESSORS

The desktop review and site assessment was undertaken by a RPS Ecologist with previous experience
in surveying IAPS and the preparation of IAPS management and eradication plans.

1.7 DATE OF SITE ASSESSMENT

An IAPS survey was undertaken on the 26" September 2017 and the 25" June 2018. These surveys
established the existing environment on site with particular focus on determining the presence /
absence of IAPS, the use of the site by fauna, localised topography and onsite drainage channels and
patterns.

1.8 LIMITATION OF ASSESSMENT

Limitations primarily involved lack of access due to private lands, and drains. However, the areas
were visible from adjoining lands and presence or absence and extent could be determined for the
study area locations.

MCW0967RP0O030P01 6



Clarecastle Sewerage Scheme
Report on Invasive Alien Species RPS

2 DESKTOP REVIEW

A desktop review of non-native terrestrial IAPS was carried out prior to a site survey of the study
area in September 2017 and again in June 2018.

Table 2.1 presents a list of invasive species present within 2km Grid Square sections of the study
area and its environs as recorded on the NBDC website (accessed September 2017 and June 2018).
Species Risk Status is in accordance with both ‘Invasive Species Ireland’ records and 2011 Birds and
Habitats Regulations (49 & 50) lists.

Table 2-1: Non-Native Terrestrial Plant Species Recorded Within 2km Grid Square Sections
Throughout the Study Area and Outer Environs (NBDC Database)

2011 Birds & Habitats Invasive Specles
Invasive Plant Species Location (Regulations 49 & 50) Species ireland ‘Risk Status’
Status

Nuttall's Waterweed Grid Squares Listed under Third Schedule High Impact
(Elodea nuttallii) R37L

Uruguayan Hampshire- Grid Squares Listed under Third Schedule High Impact
purslane (Ludwigia R37L

grandiflora)
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3 INVASIVE SPECIES SURVEYS

3.1

SURVEY RESULTS

The invasive species surveys of 2017 and 2018 were focused on a study area that is dominated by a
built up area near the Quay Rd PS and along the R458 Ennis Road. The northern section of the 2018
proposed rising main is through fields leading to the existing Clareabbey WwTP. The original 2017
route was along a laneway.

3.1.1 Third Schedule Invasive Alien Plant Species

No Third Schedule IAPS were noted during the site surveys.

3.1.1.1 Other IAPS Species (Non Third Schedule)

No IAPS were found within the footprint of the proposed works during the 2017 and 2018 surveys,
Along the route of the proposed rising main the IAPS identified are shown in Figure 3.1. Table 3.1
details IAPS locations and site descriptions found during the 2017 and 2018 surveys.

Table 3-1: Invasive Alien Species ldentified in the Study Area

Irish Grid Species 2017 Survey Results 2018 Survey Results
, Located in a residential . . .
R 34291 74933 Butterfly Bush (Buddicja e SElTERe Located in a residential front

davidi)

R458

garden along the R458.

R 34443 74774

Traveller’s Joy {Clematis)

Large clump overhanging
wall/scrub

Located in a hedgerow for a
distance of 5-10m east of the
R458.

R 34520 74678

Traveller's Joy {Clematis)

Adjacent to a stonewall and
bramble scrub east of the R458

R 34523 74690

Butterfly Bush (Buddleja
davidi)

A single bush bordering a
stonewall and footpath on the
east boundary of the R458.

R 35351 73944

Snowberry
(Symphoricarpos albus)

Widespread in a hedgerow, a
distance of 15-25m in built area
adjacent to outfall location.

R 35351 73944

Traveller’s Joy (Clematis)

Widespread in a hedgerow, a
distance of 15-25m in built area
adjacent to outfall location.

R 34378 74865

Snowberry
(Symphoricarpos albus)

Located in Hedgerow

adjacent to house, approx.

7-10min length and 2.5m
in height
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Figure 3.1: Invasive Species Locations
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Snowberry was identified near the GAA Grounds bordering the R458 during the 2017 survey (this
plant was not identified in the 2018 survey). During the 2018 survey a new sighting of Snowberry
was seen to the south of the Quay Road PS outfall. Snowberry is not listed as a species subject to
restrictions under Regulations 49 and 50 of the Third Schedule of the European Communities
Regulations, 2011. No records of Snowberry were recorded from the NBDC database. The location of
Snowberry within the vicinity of the proposed works is illustrated on Figure 3.1.
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RPS

Butterfly bush was found along the proposed route in one location namely that of a private garden
during the June 2017 survey. This plant location was surveyed again in June 2018. In addition to this
a new sighting of Butterfly bush was identified bordering a stonewall/footpath along the route of the
proposed rising main on the R458 during the 2018 survey. Butterfly bush is not listed as a species
subject to restrictions under Regulations 49 and 50 of the Third Schedule of the European
Communities Regulations, 2011. No records of Butterfly bush were recorded from the NBDC
database. The location of Butterfly bush is depicted on Figure 3.1 and co-ordinates are provided in
Table 3.1.

Traveller’s joy was found at one location during the September 2017 survey and this plant was seen
again during the 2018 survey. In addition to this there were an additional two recordings of
Traveller’s joy during the 2018 survey. The closest Traveller’s joy to the proposed works is located
along the route of the proposed rising main near the GAA Grounds. Traveller’s joy is not listed as a
species subject to restrictions under Regulations 49 and 50 of the Third Schedule of the European
Communities Regulations, 2011. No records of Traveller’s joy were recorded in the NBDC data base.
The location of Traveller's joy is depicted on Figure 3.1.

3.1.2 Other IAS Species

Nuttall's Waterweed (Elodea nuttallii) and Uruguayan Ham pshire-purslane (Ludwigia grandifiora)
were recorded during the NBDC desktop survey (Section 2 above) of the area. However, no presence
of the above named species was found onsite as part of either the September 2017 or the June 2018
survey.

MCW0967RP0030P0O1 10
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4 CONCLUSIONS

No IAPS (Third Schedule listed or Non Third Schedule Listed) were identified within the footprint of
the proposed works during the September 2017 and June 2018 surveys. Within the wider area the
survey did identify established and establishing populations of Non Third Schedule Listed; Butterfly
bush, Snowberry and Traveller’s joy.

MCWO0967RP0030P01 11
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2017 SURVEY AREA
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APPENDIX B

2018 PROPOSED SCHEME LAYOUT
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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Purpose of the Report

RPS has been retained by Irish Water to prepare a request for a Declaration of Exempted Development
(DED) for the Clarecastle Sewerage Scheme, to assist Clare County Council in a determination of whether
the proposed construction of a new underground pumping station to grounds to the south of the existing
Quay Road pumping station, diversion of existing wastewater sewer to new pumping station, internal
revisions to the existing Quay Road pumping station, and the installation of a new rising main connection to
Clareabbey Wastewater Treatment Plant, all within Clarecastle, Co Clare, are deemed to be exempted
development, pursuant to Section 5 of the Planning and Development Acts, 2000-2021.

This Planning Report sets out Irish Water's rationale that the proposed works constitute exempted
development.

Previously, Clare County Council has provided a DED for development including aspects of these works at
this location, i.e. the installation of a rising main sewer transporting raw sewage from Clarecastle to the
Clareabbey WWTP, Clarecastle, Co Clare, under Section 5 DED Ref. R19/39.

1.2 Project Background and Description

Clarecastle is a village located immediately to the south of Ennis on the R458, see Figure 1-1 below. It is
adjacent to Clareabbey to the north, and close to both Shannon (15km to the south) and Limerick (30km to
the southeast).

The village of Clarecastle has experienced significant population growth in recent years due to its close
proximity to the regional service town of Ennis. It has also become popular with tourists due to its close
proximity to local attractions. The wastewater collected by the existing Clarecastle agglomeration network is
conveyed to the Quay Road pumping station before being discharged untreated into the middle of the River
Fergus, approximately 250m from the pumping station.

It is necessary to upgrade the existing sewerage system in Clarecastle and Irish Water have identified
proposed works to address same.

Figure 1-1: Clarecastle Location Map
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A schematic layout of the proposed upgrade works, which consist of the construction of a new underground
pumping station to grounds to the south of the existing Quay Road pumping station, diversion of existing
wastewater sewer to new pumping station, internal revisions to the existing Quay Road pumping station and
the construction of a new rising main to allow for pumping the untreated wastewater to the nearby
Clareabbey Wastewater Treatment Plant (WwTP), can be seen in Figure 1-2.

MCW0967Rp0064 | Declaration of Exempted Development — Planning Report | P01 | 19 October 2021
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2 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED WORKS
21 Scope of Works

The proposed upgrades consist of the following elements:

«  The construction of a new underground wastewater pumping station on lands to the front of the existing
Quay Road pumping station, consisting of a pump sump, valve chamber, and meter chamber to pump
untreated wastewater to Clareabbey Wastewater Treatment Plant (WwTP) to undergo secondary
treatment,

« The diversion of the existing combined gravity network to discharge to the new wastewater pumping
station,

e  The construction of new pipework, fitted with a 10mm perforated fixed storm water overflow screen
within the new wastewater pump sump, to discharge flows in excess of the new wastewater pumping
station capacity to the wet well of the existing Quay Road pumping station, and

e  The construction of approximately 1,750m of 280mm OD SDR17 PE100 wastewater rising main and
associated fittings to connect the new wastewater pumping station to the proposed new inlet works at
Clareabbey Wastewater Treatment Plant.

The existing Quay Road pumping station and associated infrastructure will be maintained in situ to operate
as a stormwater pumping station, to pump stormwater overflow to outfall to the River Fergus.

An application to the EPA for an amendment to the Clareabbey WwTP's wastewater discharge license will
be required to allow for the revision to the collection boundary of the Clareabbey WwTP due to the proposed
works.

A Site Location Plan, along with drawings providing details on the proposed works are included as Appendix
A

2.2 Land Ownership

The area where the proposed wastewater pumping station is proposed to be constructed is currently in use
as a public road (part of Quay Road). The proposed gravity sewer diversions are also proposed to be located
to this area.

The majority of the proposed rising main is to be constructed along the R458 regional road (see Figure 1-1).
The final section of the rising main, approximately 770m long, is to be constructed in greenfield lands parallel
to the N85 national secondary road (see Figure 1-1). Of this greenfield section, the initial approximately
470m long section is within third party ownership, while the final approximately 300m long section is to be
located on lands in the ownership of Clare County Council.

2.3 Consent to Undertake Works

2.3.1 Statutory Undertaker Interest

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has recently issued new regulations entitled
the Planning and Development (Amendment) Regulations 2021. These new Regulations amend provisions
in the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended (the Principal Regulations), to remove the
requirement for landowner consent to be submitted with planning applications for services along public
roads. subject to written confirmation being provided that the proposed development concerned is to be
undertaken by a statutory undertaker having a right or interest to provide services. Notice of these new
regulations was included in a circular letter issued by the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage on 15" January 2021, with a copy included as Appendix B. The circular letter advises that: “It
should be noted in this regard that powers are available under the relevant Electricity, Gas, Water Services
Acts and other legislation giving statutory bodies the right to carry out works to provide utility services,
without landowner consent, once planning permission is secured.”

MCW0967Rp0064 | Declaration of Exempted Development — Planning Report | P01 | 19 October 2021
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On a similar basis, Irish Water has sufficient interest to make this Section 5 declaration for the laying of a
public rising main along public roads. These works will be undertaken in connection with Irish Water's
statutory function to provide public water services in accordance with section 32 of the Water Services Act,
2007 (as amended) (the “2007 Act") and in accordance with its power to install pipes pursuant to section 41
of the 2007 Act. Should Clare County Council issue a DED for the proposed development, this will serve to
confirm that the works do not require planning permission.

2.3.2 Compulsory Purchase Order and Wayleaves

In order to facilitate the construction of the infrastructure within the greenfield lands in third party ownership
as identified above in Section 2.2 of this report, a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) was published in
January 2019. This CPO was required to obtain a Permanent Wayleave along these third party lands to
accommodate and to maintain the infrastructure, as well as for a Temporary Wayleave to facilitate the
construction works. This CPO was confirmed by An Bord Pleanala on 22" May 2019 and a Notice to Treat
has been submitted to the landowner. A copy of the Board Order has been included as Appendix C.

Negotiations are currently ongoing between Irish Water and Clare County Council regarding the obtaining of
the required Permanent Wayleave for lands under the control of the local authority, as well as for a
Temporary Wayleave to facilitate the construction works. These negotiations are at an advanced stage.
Correspondence indicating the intention of Clare County Council to enter into a wayleave agreement with
Irish Water for the required works on their lands is included as Appendix D.

MCWO0967Rp0064 | Declaration of Exempted Development — Planning Report | PO1 | 18 October 2021
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3 BASIS OF SECTION 5 REFERAL

Irish Water, pursuant to Section 5 of the Planning and Development Acts, 2000-2021, is requesting a DED
from Clare County Council on:

Whether or not the carrying out of upgrade works at Quay Road pumping station including the construction
of a new underground pumping station to grounds to the south of the existing Quay Road pumping station,
the diversion of the existing wastewater sewers to the new pumping station, internal revisions to the existing
pumping station; and the installation of a new rising main connection to Clareabbey Wastewater Treatment
Plant constitutes development, and if said works constitutes development, whether or not said works
constitutes exempted development under the provisions of the Planning and Development Regulations,
2001-2021.

The exempted development provisions in respect of the proposed works contained in Class 58 of Part 1 of
Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2021 (exemptions relating to Irish Water)
are identified in the next section and considered against the proposed development. The application of the
Article 9 restrictions on same are outlined in the section thereafter.

MCWO0967Rp0064 | Declaration of Exempted Development — Planning Report | FO1 | 19 October 2021
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4 CRITERIA TO BE MET FOR A DECLARATION OF
EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT

The following section sets out the criteria which have been considered in preparing this request for a
declaration of exempted development. In reviewing the proposal against the planning and development
legislation with respect to exemptions from planning permission, a number of specialist studies were initially
carried out to inform an assessment against that legislation. These comprise of a Report to Inform an
Appropriate Assessment Screening and a Report to Inform an Environmental Impact Assessment Screening,
and these reports are appended as Appendix E and Appendix F respectively.

4.1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment

Under the provisions of the planning and development legisiation, in the event that the proposed
development requires a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment, planning permission would be required. A
Screening Report to Inform an Appropriate Assessment has therefore been prepared by RPS for the
proposed development. The screening report concludes with the following findings:

»  The proposed development is not predicted to result in LSEs' on any European Site.

=  Some untreated, but highly diluted, effluent (20% of the annual stormwater component of the combined
annual flow to the pump station) will discharge to the River Fergus Estuary during storm events. This is
due to the volume of storm water entering the system and the limited area the upgrade works at Qua y
Road PS can be conducted in. However, under normal flow conditions all effluent will be directed fo
Clareabbey WWTP for secondary treatment. The proposed development will lead to a reduction of the
ongoing release of untreated wastewater entering the River Fergus Estuary from the Clarecastle
agglomeration.

»  Therefore, Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment (Natura Impact Statement) is not required.

It is therefore concluded that there is no restriction arising on potential exemption on foot of requirements
arising from either the Birds Directive or Habitats Directive and the appropriate assessment process
necessary to comply with same.

4.2 Screening for Environmental Impact Assessment

Under section 172(1)(a) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2021, an Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EIAR) is required to be prepared for development which belongs to a class of
development identified as requiring assessment for the purposes of section 176 of the Act.

Given the nature of the development, which relates to pipework for the conveyance of wastewater, it is
considered that a preliminary determination of the proposal will result in the requirement for screening.
Therefore an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Report has been prepared and
accompanies this request.

The relevant classes of development prescribed for s.176 are set out in Schedule 5 of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001-2021. No classes of development listed in Part 1 of Schedule 5 were
identified as relevant. Schedule 5, Part 2 of the Regulations includes development which may be relevant to
the Project, specifically:

“Wastewater treatment plants with a capacity greater than 10,000 population equivalents as defined in
Article 2, point (6), of Directive 91/271/EEC not included in Part 1 of this Schedule.’

and

“Any change or extension of development already authorised, executed or in the process of being
executed (not being a change or extension referred to in Part 1) which would:

' Likely Significant Effects

MCW0967Rp0064 | Declaration of Exempted Development — Planning Report | PO1 | 19 October 2021
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() result in the development being of a class listed in Part 1 or paragraphs 1 to 12 of Part 2 of this
Schedule, and
(ii) result in an increase in size greater than -

- 25 per cent, or
- An amount equal to 50 per cent of the appropriate threshold, whichever is the greater.”

The EIA Screening Report considered the foregoing and has concluded that the proposed development does
not fall within either of the classes of development identified. There are no other classes of development
identified in Part 2 of Schedule 5 which are considered potentially applicable to the proposed development
project. Having regard to the foregoing then, the preparation of an EIAR is not mandatory with reference to

section 172(1)(a)(ii).

A mandatory EIAR is not required but the EIA screening exercise undertaken by RPS provides additional
information to inform a decision on whether or not a sub-threshold EIAR is warranted. The findings of this
screening exercise indicate that there is no obvious trigger for EIA in this case. The screening has been
informed by the findings of the specialist reports referred to above.

The EIA screening exercise has considered the proposed development in combination with previous and
consented development within the area.

It is therefore concluded that an EIAR is not required and that there is no restriction arising on potential
exemption on foot of requirements arising from the EIA Directive.

4.3 Assessment Against Specified Exempted Development
Provisions of the Planning and Development Legislation

4.31 Relevant Exemption Classes

Irish Water is of the opinion that the proposed development would constitute exempted development by
virtue of paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of Class 58, Part 1, of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001-2021. It is submitted that the proposed development would therefore fall under the
exemptions provided within Article 6 of those Regulations.

For reference the relevant paragraphs are reproduced in Table 4-1 below.

Table 4-1: Relevant Class 58 Exemptions

Development by Irish Water, for the Conditions and Limitations Conclusions with Respect
purpose of the provision of water to Proposed Development
services, consisting of one or more of the
following:
58 (a) The inspection, maintenance, repair, The proposed removal of
' renewal or removal of pipes, cables, existing pipework to facilitate
water mains, sewers, including diversions of the existing
associated accessories, service gravity sewers to discharge to
connections, boundary boxes, kiosks, : the new Quay Road pumping
intakes, overhead wires, meters and station and works to the
other apparatus, including the - existing pump station are
excavation of any street or other land considered exempt under Class
for that purpose; 58 (a).
58 (b) The installation of either or both The volume above ground level The proposed rising main,
of any such kiosk, meter or other  including diversions, from the
apparatus shall not exceed 13 new Quay Road pumping

(i) underground pipes, cables, water
mains, sewers, including associated
accessories, service connections,
boundary boxes and meters, and,

cubic metres in rural areas (being | station to Clareabbey

areas as defined in Article 6(3) of Wastewater Treatment Plant
the Planning Regulations) or 2 are considered exempt under
cubic metres in other areas, Class 58 (b) (i).

. measured externally.
above ground kiosks, meters and

other apparatus and overhead
wires,

(i

=

MCW0967Rp0064 | Declaration of Exempted Development — Planning Report | P01 | 19 October 2021
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Development by Irish Water, for the Conditions and Limitations Conclusions with Respect
purpose of the provision of water fo Proposed Development
services, consisting of one or more of the
following:
58 (c) | The construction or erection of eitheror ' 1. The volume of any such below | The externally measured

both ground level pumping or volume of the proposed Quay

booster station and any such Road pump sump, valve
; ; holding tank or reservoir shall | chamber and meter chamber is
bel
(SPElow diaundlipumpITGjorbesten not exceed 500 cubic metres, | ¢.100m3, which is below the

stations and, where appropriate,

above ground kiosks, and measured externally. 500m? threshold and therefore

2. The volume above ground considered to be exempt under
level of any such kiosk, meter = Class 58 (c) (i).
or other apparatus shall not
exceed 13 cubic metres in
rural areas (being areas as
defined in Article 6(3)) or 2
cubic metres in other areas,
measured externally.

(i) below ground holding tanks or
reservoirs.

For clarity, it should be noted that there are no above ground structures proposed as part of the works.
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DECLARATION OF EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT - PLANNING REPORT

4.4 Precedent Cases

4.41 Previous Proposals for Works at Clarecastle

Clare County Council has previously issued a Section 5 DED for works including the installation of a rising
main sewer transporting raw sewage from Clarecastle to the Clareabbey WwTP, Clarecastle, Co Clare (Ref.

R19/39).
The current proposal includes works of a similar nature, and also the installation of a new below ground
pump station, which is also covered by exemptions as set out above.

'MCW0967Rp0064 | Declaration of Exempted Development — Planning Report | P01 | 19 October 2021
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DECLARATION OF EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT - PLANNING REPORT

5 CONCLUSION

As outlined above, and having regard to the provisions of Class 58 of Schedule 2 Part 1 of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001-2021, it is considered that the proposed works for the upgrade of the
existing wastewater sewerage infrastructure and also works in respect of the below ground wastewater
pumping station infrastructure (which does not exceed 500 cubic metres, measured externally), would
constitute exempted development.

In addition, Table 4-2 above demonstrates that the proposed works would not be restricted by the provisions
of Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2021.

Therefore, it is the opinion of Irish Water that the proposed works constitute exempted development and
respectfully request that Clare County Council issue a Section 5 Declaration confirming the exempted
development status of the proposed development.
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Appendix A
Drawings
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An Roinn Tithiochta,

-

Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage

To:  Directors of Planning in each local authority

cC: Chief Executives
Senior Planners
An Bord Pleanéla
Office of the Planning Regulator
Directors of Regional Assemblies

Circular Letter PL 01/2021
15 January 2021
Re: Planning and Development (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (S.1 9 of 2021)

I am directed by Mr. Darragh O’Brien, T.D., Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
to advise that he has recently made new regulations entitled the Planning and Development
(Amendment) Regulations 2021, a copy of which is attached.

These new Regulations amend provisions in the Planning and Development Regulations 2001,
as amended (the Principal Regulations), to remove the requirement for landowner consent to
be submitted with planning applications for services along public roads.

The Regulations amend the existing Principal Regulations as follows:

® Article 2(a) of the 2021 Regulations amends article 22(2)(g) of the Principal Regulations
to provide that, when seeking planning permission for a proposed development that is
in, on, over or under a public road in cases where the applicant is not the legal owner of
the land on which the proposed works are to be undertaken, the consent of the
landowner is not required to be submitted with the application, subject to written
confirmation being provided that the proposed development concerned is to be
undertaken by a statutory undertaker having a right or interest to provide services.

® Article 2(b) of the 2021 Regulations provides for a similar amendment to the template
planning application form (Form No. 2) in Schedule 3 of the Principal Regulations.

These amending regulations are aimed at providing the necessary legal certainty in this regard
so that wind farm operators, as well as other statutorily approved utility service providers
(electricity, broadband, telecommunications etc.), who lay cables or pipes along public roads for
the purposes of providing such utility services can proceed with making planning applications
without the need to submit the consent of adjoining landowners. It should be noted in this

Teach an Chustaim, Baile Atha Cliath 1, DO1W6X0
Custom House, Dublin 1, D01 W6X0

T +353 1 888 2000 | name@housing.gov.ie
www.housing.gov.ie




regard that powers are available under the relevant Electricity, Gas, Water Services Acts and
other legislation giving statutory bodies or utility providers the right to carry out works to
provide utility services, without landowner consent, once planning permission is secured.

Application of the new amending Regulations in practice

When applying for planning permission for a development that is in, on, over or under a public
road in cases where the applicant is not the legal owner of the land on which the proposed works
are to be undertaken, the applicant should provide written confirmation that it is a Statutory
Undertaker, or that the works that are the subject of the application will be undertaken by a
Statutory Undertaker to provide the services which are the subject of the application.

When completing a planning application form in respect of proposed development works as
referred to above, Question 10 on the application form should be completed as follows:

10. LEGAL INTEREST OF APPLICANT IN THE LAND OR STRUCTURE:

Please tick appropriate box. Where| A. Owner B. Occupier

legal interest is ‘Other’, please

expand further on your interest inthe| ¢ Other v

land or structure

If you are not the legal owner, please
state the name and address of the

owner and supply a letter from the
Article 22(2)(g)(ii) of the Planning Regulations

owner of consent to make the applies - Confirmation letter submitted.

application as listed in the

accompanying documentation

Any queries in relation to this Circular letter should be emailed to planning@housing.gov.ie.

_QZA—\-' Py,

Terry Sheridan
Principal
Planning Policy and Legislation
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Our Ref: ABP-303394-19

Your Ref: Irish Water
Bord ’
.| Pleandla

Irish Water

c/o John Finegan, Colvill House
24-26 Talbot Street

Dublin 1

23 MAY 2019

Re: CPO upgrade of Clarecastie sewerage treatment system
Clarecastle, County Clare.

A Chara,

An order has been made by An Bord Pleanala determining the above-mentioned case. A copy of the
order is enclosed.

Please be advised that under section 217(5) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as
amended, a notice of the making of a confirmation order should be published or served as the case
may be in accordance with section 78(1) of the Housing Act, 1966 within 12 weeks of the making of
the order.

In accordance with section 146(5) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended, the
Board will make available for inspection and purchase at its offices the documents relating to the
decision within 3 working days following its decision. In addition, the Board will also make available the
Inspector's Report and the Board Direction on the decision on its website (www.pleanala.ie). This
information is normally made available on the list of decided cases on the website on the Wednesday
following the week in which the decision is made.

Overleaf contains information in relation to challenges to the validity of a decision of An Bord Pleanala
under the provisions of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board.
Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or

telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

bi My Clbts

Rob Mac Giollarnath
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737265

Tell Tel (01) 858 8100

Glao Altivi) LeCall 1890 275 175

Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Sraid Maoilohride 64 Marlborough Street
LAlthredn Gréasain Waebsite www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Emall bord@pleanala.ie D01 V802 D01 va02




Judicial review of An Bord Pleanala decisions under the provisions of the Planning and
Development Acts (as amended).

A person wishing to challenge the validity of a Board decision may do so by way of judicial review
only. Sections 50, 50A and 50B of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as substituted by section
13 of the Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006, as amended/substituted by
sections 32 and 33 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 and as amended by
sections 20 and 21 of the Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 201 1) contain provisions in
relation to challenges to the validity of a decision of the Board.

The validity of a decision taken by the Board may only be questioned by making an application for
judicial review under Order 84 of The Rules of the Superior Courts (S.1. No. 15 of 1986). Sub-section
50(7) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 requires that subject to any extension to the time
period which may be allowed by the High Court in accordance with subsection 50(8), any application
for judicial review must be made within 8 weeks of the decision of the Board. It should be noted that
any challenge taken under section 50 may question only the validity of the decision and the Courts do
not adjudicate on the merits of the development from the perspectives of the proper planning and
sustainable development of the area and/or effects on the environment. Section 50A states that leave
for judicial review shall not be granted uniess the Court is satisfied that there are substantial grounds
for contending that the decision is invalid or ought to be quashed and that the applicant has a
sufficient interest in the matter which is the subject of the application or in cases involving
environmental impact assessment is a body complying with specified criteria.

Section 50B contains provisions in relation to the cost of judicial review proceedings in the High Court
relating to specified types of development (including proceedings relating to decisions or actions
pursuant to a law of the state that gives effect to the public participation and access to justice
provisions of Council Directive 85/337/EEC i.e. the EIA Directive and to the provisions of Directive
2001/12/EC i.e. Directive on the assessment of the effects on the environment of certain plans and
programmes). The general provision contained in section 50B is that in such cases each party shall
bear its own costs. The Court however may award costs against any party in specified circumstances.
There is also provision for the Court to award the costs of proceedings or a portion of such costs to an

applicant against a respondent or notice party where relief is obtained to the extent that the action or
omission of the respondent or notice party contributed to the relief being obtained.

General information on judicial review procedures is contained on the following website,
www.citizensinformation.ie.

Disclaimer: The above is intended for information purposes. It does not purport to be a legally binding
interpretation of the relevant provisions and it would be advisable for persons contemplating legal
action to seek legal advice.




An
Bord Board Order

Pleandla ABP-303394-19

“

Local Government (No. 2) Act, 1960

Housing Act, 1966
Planning and Development Acts, 2000 to 2018

Applicant: Irish Water

Application received by An Bord Pleanala on the 7th day of January, 2019 from Irish
Water pursuant to section 76 of, and the Third Schedule to, the Housing Act, 1966 as
extended by section 10 of the Local Government (No. 2) Act, 1960 (as substituted by
section 86 of the Housing Act, 1966) and the Planning and Development Acts, 2000 to
2018, for confirmation of a compulsory purchase order authorising compulsory
acquisition of lands and entitied Irish Water Compulsory Purchase (Clarecastle
Sewerage Scheme) Order, 2018.

Decision

CONFIRM the above compulsory purchase order for the reasons and
cansiderations set out below.

Reasons and Considerations

Having considered the objections made to the Compulsory Purchase Order, and not
withdrawn, the report and recommendation of the Inspector who conducted the oral
hearing into the objections, and the documents and submissions on file generally,
and having regard to the following:

ABP-303394-19 Board Order Page 1 of 2 M



(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

The deficiencies of the existing discharge point at Quay Road, Clarecastle in
discharging untreated water directly into the River Fergus;

The strategic nature of the scheme in the context of providing increased
capacity to cater for existing and future development in the Clarecastle
Agglomeration;

The improvements of water quality within the River Fergus resulting from the
scheme;

The community need, public interest served and overall benefits to be
achieved from the proposed development;

The chosen route alignment for the Clarecastle rising main which constitutes
a design response that is proportionate to the identified need;

The policies and objectives of the Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023
and the Ennis Municipal District Written Statement 2017-2023;

The submissions and observations made at the Oral Hearing held on the 9*
day of April 2019,

the Board considered that the acquisition by Irish Water of permanent wayleaves,
permanent rights-of-way and temporary working areas on the lands in question, as
set out in the Order and on the deposited maps, are necessary for the purposes
stated and the objections cannot be sustained, having regard to the said necessity

and the Board decided to confirm the Order with modification.

A

~

Dave Walsh
Member of An Bord Pleanéla

duly authorised to authenticate
the seal of the Board.

Dated this QZ,dday of /Mau7 2019

ABP-303394-19 Board Order Page 2 of 2
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Gary McCormack

i Acagreesne <. greene@clarecoco jes
9 15 Septerea b e 2021 16:06
se?t. Angus Ha ¥j
T°.- LA_ancrors in
::i)ject: FW:202HERD18 £5. 51 Clarecastle seyers
Attachments: W100152 =3 _\x,/ 8 .

I wish to confirm that Clare County Council is the Ownerof lands at Clarecastle, Ennis, County Clare, parts of which will e
required for the works to the Clarecastle Sew e rage Scheme.

Carmel Greene
Senior Executive Officer
i t
Economic Development Departmen - |
Clare County Council, Aras Contae an Chldir, New Road, Ennis, o &

: are, Vos DXp2
T: 065 6846571 | E: cgreene@clarecoco.ie | W=1V—W-W-'Q§_r§_‘\_mm
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CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL CORRIDOR
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Report to Inform an Appropriate Assessment Screening
Report (provided as a separate report)
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Appendix F
Report to Inform an Environmental Impact Assessment
Screening Report (provided as a separate report)
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DECLARATION OF EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT - PLANNING REPORT

Appendix G
Response from Development Applications Unit of the

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
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An Roinn Tithiochta,
Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing,

Local Government and Heritage

Our Ref: G Pre00151/2021
(Please quote in all related correspondence)

30 July 2021

Gary McCormack

Associate - Water

RPS Consulting UK & Ireland
Innishmore,

Ballincollig

Co. Cork

P31 KR68

Via email: gary.mecormack@rpsgroup.com

Re: Irish Water Untreated Agglomeration Study - Proposed Clarecastle Sewerage
Scheme, Clarecastle, County Clare

A chara
| refer to correspondence received in connection with the above.

Outlined below are heritage-related observations/recommendations of the Department under
the stated heading(s).

Archaeology

All proposed development and strategies should be in compliance with the National
Monuments Acts 1930 to 2004 and with the National policy on protection of archaeological
heritage — '‘Framework and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage’
published in 1999.

General Guidance
1. All areas of archaeological heritage should be addressed, including:
a) Immovable cultural heritage e.g. monuments and ancient field boundaries.
b) Underwater cultural heritage.
c) Movable cultural heritage e.g. loose carved stones, sculptures, architectural
fragments etc.

2. All impacts which may impinge on the archaeological heritage should be assessed
by a suitably qualified archaeologist.

3. Where appropriate, specialists in the field of archaeological heritage should be
consulted throughout the process, from design through to implementation.

Aonad na nlarratas ar Fhorbairt, Oifigi an Rialtais, Béthair an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90
Development Applications Unit, Government Offices, Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90
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4. All surveys pertaining to archaeological heritage must be of a high standard in order
to allow informed decisions to be taken.

5. Allimpacts must be assessed, to include ground disturbance, impacts on the setting
of the monuments and visual impacts. These should include direct, indirect,
temporary and cumulative impacts.

6. Mitigation of impacts, identified through consultation, should be taken into account
within the development at the earliest possible stages. Various approaches should
be considered, such as avoidance, design modification and relocation where
appropriate.

7 Where there are no archaeological monuments present but the development is large
in scale, e.g., over 0.5 hectares in area and over 1 kilometre in length, it is
recommended that an archaeological assessment should be undertaken, unless
there are substantial grounds to show that it is not necessary. Refer to Framework
and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage 1999, in particular
section 3.6.6 in regard to Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Further information and relevant publications can be obtained on www.archaeology.ie

The above observations/recommendations are based on the papers submitted to this
Department on a pre-planning basis and are made without prejudice to any observations that
the Minister may make in the context of any consultation arising on foot of any development
application referred to the Minister, by the planning authority/ies, in her/his role as statutory
consultee under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended.

You are requested to send any further communications to this Department’s Development
Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@housing.gov.ie, or to the following address:

The Manager

Development Applications Unit (DAU)
Government Offices

Newtown Road

Wexford

Y35 APS0

Is mise, le meas

Sinéad O’ Brien
Development Applications Unit




10/6/2021 iBusiness Banking

06/10/2021 10:36:18

Domestic Third Party (IBAN)

From Account Details

Account Name RPS CONSULTING ENGINEERS LTD
From BIC E

From IBAN "

From Currency Code EUR

Debit Narrative CLARE COUNTY COUNC

Beneficiary Details

Name CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL
Address ARAS CONTAE AN CHLAIR
NEW ROAD ENNIS
CO CLARE )
IBAN ( - approved 07/10/21
BIC AIBKIE2D s
Originator Ref RPSCE
Additional Information Line 1 CLARECASTLE SS DED APPLICATION
Payment Details e
Amount 80.00 / 4 =
& Gt (-
Payment Currency EUR : ;\_‘:\b L "fﬁ -
Requested Debit Date 06/10/202"

7/10/21
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