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Section 5 referral Reference R22-71 — Rural Development, Clare County Council

Do repair and refurbishment works, as set out in the attached, along the Cliffs of Moher
Coastal Waik constitute development and/or exempted development?

A Chara,

| refer to your application received on 28th October 2022 under Section 5 of the Planning &
Development Act 2000 (as amended) in relation to the above.

The Planning Authority has considered the matter and | attach herewith the Council’s findings
in this matter.

Where a declaration is issued by the Planning Authority, any person issued with a declaration,
may on payment to an Bord Pleanéla of the required fee, refer a declaration for review by An
Bord Pleanala within 4 weeks of the date of the issuing of the declaration. Details on making
such appeal are available on the Board’s website at www.pleanala.ie
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DECLARATION ISSUED UNDER SECTION 5 OF THE
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (AS AMENDED)

Reference No.: R22-71

Combhairle Contae an Chldir
Clare County Council

Section 5 referral Reference R22-71

Do repair and refurbishment works, as set out in the attached, along the Cliffs of Moher
Coastal Walk constitute development and/or exempted development?

AND WHEREAS, Rural Development, Clare County Council has requested a declaration
from Clare County Council on the said question.

AND WHEREAS Clare County Council, in considering this referral, had regard in
particular to —

(a) Sections 2, 3 and 4 and 82 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended,

(b) Articles 6 Class 11 part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations
2001, as amended

(c) Article 9 (Restrictions on Article 6) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as
amended

(d) The details including the AA screening report, the photographs, the condition of the existing
pathway, the details of the proposed works as indicated in submitted documents from the
referrer as received by the Planning Authority on the 28" October 2022.

And whereas Clare County Council has concluded:

(a) the proposed constitutes “works” which come within the scope of section 2 (1) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended

(b) the said works constitute “development” which comes within the scope of section 3 (1) of
the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended

(c) the said development consisting of repair and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of

Moher Coastal walk is exempted development having regard to Section 2 and 3 of the

Planning and Development Act 2000, Articles 6 Class 11 and Article 9 of the Planning and

Development Regulations 2001, as amended

THEREFORE: The Planning Authority in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Section 5
of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended), hereby decides that:

The proposed development consisting of repair and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of
Moher Coastal Walk at Lislorkan North, Liscannor, Co. Clare constitutes development which
is exempted development as defined within the Planning & Development Acts, 2000 (as
amended) and associated regulations.
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Anne O’Gorman
Staff Officer

Planning Department
Economic Development Directorate

23rd November 2022



CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL

SECTION 5 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 AS AMENDED

DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND/OR EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT

Chief Executive’s Order No: ﬁ (@] 32 L[-

Reference Number: R22-71

Date Referral Received: 28th October 2022

Name of Applicant: Rural Development, Clare County Council
Location of works in question: Cliffs of Moher Coastal Walk, Lislorkan

North, Liscannor, Co. Clare

Section § referral Reference R22-71 — Rural Development, Clare County Council

Do repair and refurbishment works, as set out in the attached, along the Cliffs of Moher
Coastal Walk constitute development and/or exempted development?

AND WHEREAS Clare County Council, in considering this referral, had regard in
particular to —

(a) Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended,

(b) Articles 6 Class 11 part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations
2001, as amended

(c) Article 9 (Restrictions on Article 6) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as
amended

(d) The details including the AA screening report, the photographs, the condition of the
existing pathway, the details of the proposed works as indicated in submitted documents
from the referrer as received by the Planning Authority on the 28 October 2022.

AND WHEREAS Clare County Council has concluded:

(a) the proposed constitutes “works” which come within the scope of section 2 (1) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended

(b) the said works constitute “development” which comes within the scope of section 3 (1) of
the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended

(c) the said development consisting of repair and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of

Moher Coastal walk is exempted development having regard to Section 2 and 3 of the

Planning and Development Act 2000, and Articles 6 Class 11 and Article 9 of the Planning

and Development Regulations 2001, as amended

ORDER: Whereas by Chief Executive’s Order No. HR 152 dated 9t April 2021, Pat
Dowling, Chief Executive for Clare County Council, did, pursuant to the powers
conferred on him by Section 154 of the Local Government Act 2001, delegate




to Gareth Ruane, Senior Executive Planner, the powers, functions and duties
as set out herein,

NOW THEREFORE pursuant to the delegation of the said powers, functions and duties and

Signed:

Date:

under Section 5(2)(a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)
and having considered the various submissions and reports in connection with
the referral described above, |, Gareth Ruane, Senior Executive Planner,
hereby deciare that the development consisting of repair and refurbishment
works, along the Cliffs of Moher Coastal Walk at Lislorkan North, Liscannor,
Co. Clare is considered development which is exempted development.

GARETH RUANE A
SENIOR EXECUTIVE PLANNER é

23rd November 2022



CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL
SECTION 5 DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION APPLICATION

PLANNERS REPORT
FILE REF: R22-71
APPLICANT(S): Rural Development Section
REFERENCE: Whether repair and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of Moher Coastal walk is
considered to be development and if so is it exempted development.
LOCATION: ‘Lislorkan Liscannor, County Clare
DUE DATE: 24 Nov 22

Site Location

The subject site is located in the townland of Lislorkan approximately 1km north of the Cliffs of Moher Visitor
centre. The section of walkway is 840m in length and is located wholly within the Cliffs of Moher SPA site code
004005. The site lies within the designated heritage landscape. There are no archaeological monuments along
the route. There are no protected structure along this section of the walkway which for the purposes of this
query and for ease of reference is divided in to 4 sections AB. BC. CD and DD. ( Appropriate Assessment
Screening Report refers).

Planning History on Site
The following history relates to developments nearby the Cliff Walk and along the Cliff Walk .

16/8007 — Clare County Council Part 8 application for the following proposed development: Repair and upgrade works to
O'Brien's Tower, to include the following works: lime harling to external elevations; New concrete roof with lead flashing,
asphalt finish and paving slabs and handrails; New metal framed access structure, finished in lead with glazed roof light
and sliding glazed door onto the roof; New timber sliding sash windows throughout; New cast iron hopper heads and
down pipes; new cast iron spiral stairs; "Drimaster" ventilation system; New electric heating; New external quality power,
data and lighting; Minor repairs to existing floors; Lime shelter coat and lime wash to the internal rubble walls. An
appropriate Assessment Screening Report has been undertaken as part of this application.

16/8007 — 16/8007 — Clare County Council Part 8 application for the following proposed development: Repair and upgrade
works to O'Brien's Tower, to include the following works: lime harling to external elevations; New concrete roof with lead
flashing, asphalt finish and paving slabs and handrails; New metal framed access structure, finished in lead with glazed
roof light and sliding glazed door onto the roof; New timber sliding sash windows throughout; New cast iron hopper heads
and down pipes; new cast iron spiral stairs; "Drimaster" ventilation system; New electric heating; New external quality
power, data and lighting; Minor repairs to existing floors; Lime shelter coat and lime wash to the internal rubble walls. An
appropriate Assessment Screening Report has been undertaken as part of this application.

13/129 — Martin Guerin granted permission to erect tackle shed, extend existing private roadway to accommodate pony
and trap trips and provide pedestrian pathway and all ancillary site works. This permission expired 17/07/2018.
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R19 13 — Application by Clare Local Development Company whether the reinstatement, upgrading and provision of new
barriers along the Cliffs of Mother coastal trail is exempted development. The works were considered to constitute
development and are considered to be exempted development.

R19/ 41 Application by Clare Local Development Company whether the repair and refurbishment works along the Cliffs
of Mother coastal walk is exempted development. The works were considered to constitute development and are
considered to be exempted development.

R 20/ 15 Application Rural Development Section whether the repair and refurbishment works along the Cliffs of Mother

coastal walk is exempted development. The works were considered to constitute development and are considered to be
exempted development.

Background to Referral

This referral under Section 5(3)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) has been made.
The applicant is seeking a Section 5 Declaration as to whether the repair and refurbishment works, along the
Clitfs of Moher Coastal walk is or IS not deveiopment and is or is not exempied deveioprmerni.

Particulars of Proposal

The particulars of the proposal and site are set out below:

Completed application form
Site layout plan
Location map
AA screening report
Photographs
Description of works
1. Maintenance of existing paths which is to repair and upgrade paths with clause 804 compacted
and finished with a dust binding.
2. Replace existing sections of sheep wire fence and install new sheep wite fence and posts (
drawing 2022-1-28-003 refers.
3. Provide additional drainage along the path in sections highlighted on drawing 2022-1-28-003
refers
4. Install new limestone stiles at no 4 locations along the route. { drawing 2022-1-28-003 refers)
5. Repair and re-instatement of dry stone walls where required.

e Landowners- Gerard Kerin, Joseph Connole, Michael O Brien, Alan Flaherty.

Nature and extent of works proposed
Section AB
Existing dry stone all to be repaired where necessary ( by hand)
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Existing gravel path will be repaired and improved . The path surface will comprise 150mm compacted clause
804 with limestone quarry dust on a geo textile subbase consisting of compact crushed stone. Posts will be
erected with sheep wire , barbed wire and bull wire used to fence the fields at the side of the track.

Section BC

The entire section is to be resurfaced and drained. The path surface will comprise 150mm compacted clause
804 with limestone quarry dust on a geo textile subbase consisting of compact crushed stone. Drainage will
be carried out using perforated pipe with gravel and geotextile surround.

Section CD

The existing stone wall at point C is to be removed and the path to continue through the existing grass land.
The existing route locate do the other side of the drain is to be left to revert. Dry stone walls will be repaired by
hand. Existing gravel path will be repaired and improved. The path surface will comprise 150mm compacted
clause 804 with limestone quarry dust on a geo textile subbase consisting of compact crushed stone. Posts will
be erected with sheep wire , barbed wire and bull wire used to fence the fields at the side of the track.

Section DE

An upgraded path section with pipes installed. Drain to be cleaned and retained. The path will be widened at
this section. The fence will be moved slightly to the north to bring the path away from the drain. Dry stone walls
will be repaired by hand.

Statutory Provisions

Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended)

In order to assess this proposal, regard has to be had to the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

Section 2
‘Works’ are defined in Section 2 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended as follows:

“works” includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, alteration,
repair or renewal and, in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes any
act or operation involving the application or removal of plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material
to or from the surfaces of the interior or exterior of a structure.

‘Structure’ is defined as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in
or under nay land or any part of a structure so defined and where the context s admits includes the land
on, in or under which the structure is situate.

Section 3.(1)

In this Act, “development” means, except where the context otherwise requires, the carrying out of any
works on, in, over or under land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or
other land.

Planning & Development Regulations, 2001, as amended
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Article 6 refers to Exempted Development and states that subject to Article 9, development of a class specified
in column 1 of Part 3 of Schedule 2 shall be exempted development for the purposes of the Act, provided that
such development complies with the conditions and limitations specified in column 2 of the said Part 3 opposite
the mention of that class in the said column 1.

Article 6(1) Relates to Exempted Development Class 11
The construction, erection, lowering, repair or replacement, other than within or bounding the curtilage of a house of - .

(a) any fence (not being a hoarding or sheet metal fence), or

(b) any wall of brick, stone, blocks with decorative finish, other concrete blocks or mass concrete.

Under Article 9 (1) of the same Regulations, development to which Article 6 relates shall not be exempted development for
the purposes of the Act:

(a) if the carrying out of such development would —

(i) contravene a condition attached to a permission under the Act or be inconsistent with any use specified in a permission

under the Act
7220 mme itk ol mse mmsnmimsmmsanian dlan fa i ; i i i
{ideonsist of or compromise-the formation, laying out or meterie! widening of o mears of access to oopublic rood the

surfaced carriageway of which exceeds 4 metres in width,

(iii) endanger public safety by reason of traffic hazard or obstruction of road users,

(iiia) endanger public safety by reason of hazardous glint and/or glare for the operation of airports, aerodromes or aircraft,
(iv) except in the case of a porch to which class 7 specified in column 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 applies and which complies
with the conditions and limitations specified in column 2 of the said Part 1 opposite the mention of that class in the said
column 1, comprise the construction, erection, extension or renewal of a building on any street so as to bring forward the
building, or any part of the building, beyond the front wall of the building on either side thereof or beyond a line determined
as the building line in a development plan for the area or, pending the variation of a development plan or the making of a
new development plan, in the draft variation of the development plan or the draft development plan,

(v) consist of or comprise the carrying out under a public road of works other than a connection to a wired broadcast relay
service, sewer, water main, gas main or electricity supply line or cable, or any works to which class 25, 26 or 31 (a) specified
in column 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 applies,

(vii) interfere with the character of a landscape, or a view or prospect of special amenity value or special interest, the
preservation of which is an objective of a development plan for the area in which the development is proposed or, pending
the variation of a development plan or the making of a new development plan, in the draft variation of the development
plan or the draft development plan.

(vii) consist of or comprise the excavation, alteration or demolition (other than peat extraction) of places, caves, sites,
features or other objects of archaeological, geological, historical, scientific or ecological interest, the preservation,
conservation or protection of which is an objective of a development plan or local area plan for the area in which the
development is proposed or, pending the variation of a development plan or local area plan, or the making of a new
development plan or local area plan, in the draft variation of the development plan or the local area plan or the draft
development plan or draft local area plan,

(viiA) consist of or comprise the excavation, alteration or demolition of any archaeological monument included in the
Record of Monuments and Places, pursuant to section 12(1) of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994, save that
this provision shall not apply to any excavation or any works, pursuant to and in accordance with a consent granted under
section 14 or a licence granted under section 26 of the National Monuments Act 1930 (No. 2 of 1930) as amended,

(viiB) comprise development in relation to which a planning authority or An Bord Pleandla is the competent authority in
relation to appropriate assessment and the development would require an appropriate assessment because it would be
likely to have a significant effect on the integrity of a European site,
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(viiC) consist of or comprise development which would be likely to have an adverse impact on an area designated as a
natural heritage area by order made under section 18 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.”

(viii) consist of or comprise the extension, alteration, repair or renewal of an unauthorised structure or a structure the use
of which is an unauthorised use,

(ix) consist of the demolition or such alteration of a building or other structure as would preclude or restrict the continuance
of an existing use of a building or other structure where it is an objective of the planning authority to ensure that the
building or other structure would remain available for such use and such objective has been specified in a development
plan for the area or, pending the variation of a development plan or the making of a new development plan, in the draft
variation of the development plan or the draft development plan,

(x) consist of the fencing or enclosure of any land habitually open to or used by the public during the 10 years preceding
such fencing or enclosure for recreational purposes or as a means of access to any seashore, mountain, lakeshore,
riverbank or other place of natural beauty or recreational utility,

(xi) obstruct any public right of way,

(xii) further to the provisions of section 82 of the Act, consist of or comprise the carrying out of works to the exterior of a
structure, where the structure concerned is located within an architectural conservation area or an area specified as an
architectural conservation area in a development plan for the area or, pending the variation of a development plan or the
making of a new development plan, in the draft variation of the development plan or the draft development plan and the
development would materially affect the character of the area.

Assessment

Primary Legislation

Having regard to Section 2(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2001 (as amended), | consider that the proposed
developments as outlined above, come within the scope of “structure” and “works” and hence constitutes development
in accordance with Section 3(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2001 (as amended).

The Regulations

Is / is not exempted development?

Class 11 of Part 1, Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) is relevant in this regard.

Class 11 states the following:
The construction, erection, lowering, repair or replacement, other than within or bounding the curtilage of a house of -.

(a) any fence (not being a hoarding or sheet metal fence),
(b) any wall of brick, stone, blocks with decorative finish, other concrete blocks or mass concrete.

Conditions of this exemption are as follows:

1. The height of any new structure shall not exceed 1.2 metres or the height of the structure being replaced, whichever is
the greater, and in any event shall not exceed 2 metres.
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2. Every wall, other than a dry or natural stone wall, constructed or erected bounding a road shall be capped and the face
of any wall of concrete or concrete blocks (other than blocks of a decorative finish) which will be visible from any road,
path or public area, including a public open space, shall be rendered or plastered.

Class 11 (a)

Applying the above exemption to works proposed as section AB, BC, CD and DE, | consider that the proposed development
comes within the scope of Class 11 (a) and Class 11 (b) because the height of the fencing does not exceed 0.986m and
the total height of the posts carrying the wire is 1.4m. The class of exemption does not specify a limit of the height of a
post supporting wire fencing.

With respect to Class 11 (b) | note existing dry or natural stone walls are to be repaired and reinstate and do not have any
other finish. In this regard, the proposal comes within the scope of Class 11 (b).

For exempted development to apply, all conditions and limitations of Class 11 are required to be complied with. In this
case, all conditions and limitation are considered to have been complied with.

Article 9(1)(a) of Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) Development to which Article 6 relates shall
not be exempted development for the purposes of the Act. The following are considered relevant to the assessment of
this referral:

(vi) interfere with the character of a landscape, or a view or prospect of special amenity value or special interest, the
preservation of which is an objective of a development plan for the area in which the development is proposed or, pending
the variation of a development plan or the making of a new development plan, in the draft variation of the development
plan or the draft development plan,

The proposed site of development are location within an Area of Special Control i.e. Heritage landscape. It is considered
that the proposed development as described in the referral, will not interfere with the character of the receiving
landscape. The view from the walking route is not a protected view in the development plan.

(vii) consist of or comprise the excavation, alteration or demolition (other than peat extraction) of places, caves, sites,
features or other objects of archaeological, geological, historical, scientific or ecological interest, the preservation,
conservation or protection of which is an objective of a development plan or local area plan for the area in which the
development is proposed or, pending the variation of a development plan or local area plan, or the making of a new
development plan or local area plan, in the draft variation of the development plan or the local area plan or the draft
development plan or draft local area plan,

. In any event the proposed works will not result in the excavation, alteration or demolition of any of the recorded
monuments or protected structures or place of ecological interest notwithstanding the location of the walk way within
the Cliffs of Moher SPA.

(viiA) consist of or comprise the excavation, alteration or demolition of any archaeological monument included in the
Record of Monuments and Places, pursuant to section 12 (1) of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994, save that
this provision shall not apply to any excavation or any works, pursuant to and in accordance with a consent granted under
section 14 or a licence granted under section 26 of the National Monuments Act 1930 (No. 2 of 1930) as amended,

The proposed works will not result in the excavation, alteration or demolition of any of the recorded monuments or
protected structures.
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(viiB) comprise development in relation to which a planning authority or An Bord Pleandla is the competent authority in
relation to appropriate assessment and the development would require an appropriate assessment because it would be
likely to have a significant effect on the integrity of a European site,

Having regard to the nature of the works proposed, which are of a limited scale , the AA screening report on file, the
proposed development is not considered to require an NIS / ( stage two AA), as the proposed works either alone or in
combination with other plans / or projects will not have significant effects on the integrity of any European site in light
of their conservation objective.

(viiC) consist of or comprise development which would be likely to have an adverse impact on an area designated as a
natural heritage area by order made under section 18 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.

Having regard to the nature of the works proposed, which are of a limited scale , the AA screening report on file, the
proposed development is not considered to require an NIS / ( stage two AA), as the proposed works either alone or in
combination with other plans / or projects will not have significant effects on the integrity of any European site in light
of their conservation objective. In this regard it is noted that all works will be carried out outside of March to August
bird nesting season apart from the repair of the dry stone wall.

(x) consist of the fencing or enclosure of any land habitually open to or used by the public during the 10 years preceding
such fencing or enclosure for recreational purposes or as a means of access to any seashore, mountain, lakeshore, riverbank
or other place of natural beauty or recreational utility,

It is noted that the proposed works will not enclose land habitually open to or used by the public during the 10 years.
(xi) obstruct any public right of way,

It is noted that the proposed development will not obstruct any public right of way.

For exempted development to apply, all conditions and limitations of Class 11 of Part 1, Schedule 2 of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) are required to be complied with. In this case, all conditions and limitation
are considered to have been complied with and having examined Article 9{1)(a) of Planning and Development Regulations
2001 (as amended), | do not consider that same places any restrictions on the proposed works.

Conclusion

Having regard to the foregoing assessment, it is concluded that the development as proposed comprising repair
and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of Moher Coastal walk is development and is exempted development,
having regard to Class 11 of Part 1, Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

Environmental Impact Assessment

In assessing this application | have had regard to the provisions of EU Directive 2014/52/EU (which amends EU
Directive 2011/92/EU), and which has been transposed into Irish legislation by the European Union {Planning
and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S| No. 296 of 2018). The subject
development does not fall within the mandatory requirements for EIA as set out in Schedule 5 of the Planning
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and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. | therefore consider that the proposal constitutes a sub-
threshold development and note the requirements of Article 103 (1)(a) and (b) of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001, as amended. As such having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and
the nature of the receiving environment | consider that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the
environment arising from the proposed development. The need for environmental impact assessment can,
therefore, be excluded at preliminary examination and a screening determination is not required.

Appropriate Assessment
Having regard to the nature and scale of the works as proposed under the details contained in this Section 5

referral, no Appropriate Assessment issues arise and | do not consider that the proposed development would
be likely to have a significant effect individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on the adjoining
European Site. The appropriate assessment screening report and determination is attached to this report.

Conclusion

In considering this query I have had regard to Sections 2, 3 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as
amended and Article 6, Class 11 and Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations . Having regard
to the assessment in this report | conclude that the repair and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of Moher
Coastal walk constitutes works and development that is exempted development.

Recommendation

The following question has been referred to the Planning Authority:

Whether repair and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of Moher Coastal walk is considered to be
development or is not development and is or is not exempted development

The Planning Authority in considering this referral had regard to:

(a) Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended,

(b) Articles 6 Class 11 part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended

(c) Article 9 ( Restrictions on Article 6) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended

(d) The details including the AA screening report, the photographs, the condition of the existing pathway,
the details of the proposed works as indicated in submitted documents from the referrer as received by the
Planning Authority on the 28t" October 22.

And whereas Clare County Council (Planning Authority) has concluded:

(a) the proposed constitutes “works” which come within the scope of section 2 (1) of the Planning and
Development Act 2000, as amended
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(b) the said works constitute “development” which comes within the scope of section 3 (1) of the Planning
and Development Act 2000, as amended

( c) the said development consisting of repair and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of Moher Coastal walk

is exempted development having regard to Section 2 and 3 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as

amended, and Articles 6 Class 11 and Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended

Now therefore Clare County Council (Planning Authority), hereby decides the development consisting of repair
and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of Moher Coastal walk is development and is exempted development.

C’“;_x\_i (.0\(’.»] - é‘ﬂ-w-h— ’
Executive Planner Senior Plaﬁer St‘?
Date: 7 2% /H/ VA L Daté: 23 w2z |
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Clare County Council
Screening for Appropriate Assessment & Determination

Table 1 to be filled in for all development applications.
Where proposed development is within a European site(s) site, go directly to table 3.
For all other development proposals, fill in table 2, and if required, table 3.

A Habitats Directive Screening Statement should be sought for all developments regardless of location which

require an EIS

Table 1: Project Details

Planning File Reference R22/71
Applicant Name Rural Development Section
Development Location Lislorkan

Application accompanied by an EIS

Application accompanied by an NIS

Description of the project {To include a site location map):

Section 5 referral

Whether repair and refurbishment works, along the Cliffs of Moher Coastal walk is or is not development

and is or is not exempted development.
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Table 2: Identification of European sites which may be impacted by the proposed development.

This section identifies the European Sites within the likely zone of impact of the plan or project. For plans an initial
15km zone of influence (NPWS-DAHG)! is recommended. For projects, the distance could be much less than 15km,
and in some cases less than 100m, but this must be evaluated on a case-by-case basis with reference to the nature,
size and location of the project, and the sensitivities of the ecological receptors, and the potential for in combination
effects. Qualifying Interests/Special conservation Interests for each site and the distance relevant to the proposal

are listed (Table 2 (a)).

Table 2 (a): European Sites within 15km of Applicant Site

Black head to Poulsallagh
Complex SAC 00020

Reefs [1170]

Perennial vegetation of stony banks
[1220]

B Water courses of plain to montane
levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis
and Callitricho=Batrachion vegetation
[3260]

@ Alpine and boreal heaths [4060]

@ Juniperus communis formations on
heaths or calcareous grasslands [5130]
Semi-natural dry grasslands and
scrubland facies on calcareous
grasslands [6210]

B Lowland hay meadows (Alopecurus
pratensis, Sanguisorba officinalis)
[6510]

@ Petrifying springs with tufa
formation (Cratoneurion) [7220]
*Limestone pavements [8240]

B Submerged or partially submerged

European Sites? Qualifying Interests (Qls)/Special Conservation Interests Distance to
(SCIs) and conservation objectives (either generic or Applicant Site
detailed) (available on www.npws.ie/protectedsites) or (km)
through Intranet.
Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [A009] Within
Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) [A188]
Guillemot (Uria aalge) [A199]
Cliffs of Moher SPA 04005 Razorbill (Alca torda) [A200]
Puffin (Fratercula arctica) [A204]
Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) [A346]
Annex | habitats: 3.5km

! European Sites that are more than 15km from the proposal may have to be considered. For example in the case of sites with
water dependent habitats or species and where a proposal could affect water quality or quantity it may be necessary to consider
the full extent of the upstream and/or downstream catchment.

2 European Site details are available on http://webgis.npws.ie /npwsviewer/ or maybe obtained from internal mapping systems.
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Inagh River estuary SACO00036

Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae)
[1330]

Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410]
Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria
(white dunes) [2120]

Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes)
[2130]

European Sites? Qualifying Interests (Qls)/Special Conservation Interests Distance to
(SCls) and conservation objectives (either generic or Applicant Site
detailed) (available on www.npws.ie/protectedsites) or (km)
through Intranet.
sea caves [8330]
Annex Il Species
Petalwort Petaphyllum ralfsii
Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310] 5.7km

1 | Impacts on designated
rivers, streams, lakes and
fresh water dependant
habitats and species.

Is the deveiopment in the catchment of | no
or immediately upstream of a
watercourse that has been designated as
a European site

2 Impacts on terrestrial
habitats & species.

Is the development within 1km of a no
European site with terrestrial based
habitats or species?

3 | Impacts on designated
marine habitats & species.

Is the development located within marine | no
or intertidal areas and within 5 km of a
European site whose qualifying habitats
or species include the following:
Mudflats, sandflats, saltmarsh, shingle,
reefs, sea cliffs

4 | Impacts on birds in SPAs

Is the development within 1km of a Yes- Within
Special Protection Area

5 Indirect effects

Is the development, in combination with
other existing or proposed developments
likely to impact on an adjacent European
site?

Is any emission from the development
(including noise) likely to impact on an
adjacent habitat or species?

No

Conclusion:

o If the answer to all of the above is no, significant impacts on European sites are unlikely. No further

assessment is required; go directly to the conclusion statement.
e If the answer is unknown or yes proceed to Table 3 and refer to the relevant sections of Table 3.
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Table 3:Identification of potential impacts.

Impacts on designated rivers, streams, lakes and fresh water dependant habitats

and species.

Please answer the following if the answer to question 1 in table 2 was “yes” or “unknown”.

Does the development involve any of the following:

11

Removal of or interference with habitat within a European site.

This may include any element of a project liable to interfere
with breeding, nesting or roosting sites of birds, bats, water
based species

N/A

1.2

Discharges either directly (via pipe from the development)
or indirectly (via sewer) to surfacewater or groundwater
What is the likely volume of the discharge?

NA

13

Abstraction from surfacewater or groundwater in or adjacent
to a European site, where hydrology is a critical element in the
protection of habitat and species at the site?

What is the likely volume of the abstraction?

NA

1.4

Is removal of topsoil proposed within 500m of watercourses?
What transportation requirements are provided?

Does the removal involve reduction in area, population density
or fragmentation of area of any habitat or species?

NA

1.5

Infilling or raising of ground levels within 500m of
watercourses?

What transportation requirements are provided?

Does the infilling or raising involve interference with area,
population density or fragmentation of area of any habitat or
species?

NA

1.6

Construction of drainage ditches - (scale?)

Where the run off is directed to?

Is the drainage run off directed to a European site where
species are identified and whose conservation status may
be impacted by this drainage?

NA

1.7

Installation of waste water treatment systems; percolation
areas; septic tanks within 500m of watercourses?

NA

1.8

Construction within a floodplain or within an area liable to
flood (See www.floodmaps.ie, internal flood risk maps,
County Development Plan SFRA and www.cframs.ie)

NA

1.9

Crossing or culverting of rivers or streams, installation of
weirs, temporary watercourse crossings or any
interference with a watercourse.

NA
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1.10

Storage of chemicals or hydrocarbons (including oils and
fuels) within 500m of a watercourse

NA

1.11

Development within catchment of a European site of a
scale or type which involves the production of an EIS

NA

1.12

Consideration of effects in combination with existing
development?

NA

Impacts on terrestrial habitats and species.
Please answer the following if the answer to question 2 in table 2 was yes.
Does the development involve any of the following:

2a

Removal of or interference with habitat within the European site.
This includes reduction in habitat area or fragmentation of
habitat.

Is the timing of this interference liable to impact on the nesting or
breeding period of any protected species?

NA

2b

Construction of roads or other infrastructure on peat habitats
within 1km of bog, marsh, fen or heath habitat within a
European site

NA

2c

Is the development liable to impact on water quality in the
European site, or liable to give rise to any change in a key
indicator of water quality, including salinity. If yes, is the site
designated for any bird species or other plant species whose
feeding ground or life cycle may be affected by changes in water
quality?

NA

2d

Development within 1km of terrestrial European site of a scale
or type which involves the production of an EIS.

NA

Impacts on designated marine habitats and species.
Please answer the following if the answer to question 3 in table 2 was yes.
Does the development involve any of the following:

3a

Removal of or interference with habitat within the European
site. This includes timing of the project if there is potential to
interfere with nesting or breeding periods, either directly or
indirectly (e.g. by noise emission) or any aspect of the life cycle
of a protected species. This also includes potential
fragmentation, size reduction of habitat, or reduction in species
density.

NA

3b

Coastal protection works on intertidal or marine habitats within
5km of a European site supporting coastal or marine habitats or

NA
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species. This includes any works which may give rise to potential
changes in hydrology or salinity of these areas.

3c Development of piers, slipways, marinas, pontoons or any other

infrastructure within 5km of a European site that was
. . . . . NA

designated because it supports marine habitats and/or species.

3d Dredging within 5km of a European site supporting coastal or
marine habitats or species. NA
Removal of topsoil or infilling within 200m of marine habitats

3e within the designated site. NA
Land based development within 1km of a European site of a

3f scale or type which involves the production of an EIS. NA
Marine or intertidal based development within 5km of a

3g European site of a scale or type which involves the production of NA

an EIS.
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4 Impacts on birds in SPAs
Please answer the following if the answer to question 5 in table 2 was yes.
Does the development involve any of the following:
4a Removal of or interference with habitats within an SPA. The proposed works do not
This includes consideration of indirect and in combination involve the removal or
effects on the feeding, breeding and nesting grounds of interference of any habitat
Annex 1 birds associated with the Cliffs of
Moher SPA as detailed in the
site-specific Conservation
Objectives.
4b Erection of wind turbines within 1km of an SPA. NA
4c All construction works within 100m of intertidal areas —
Coastal SPAs, including indirect and in combination effects
on the feeding, breeding and nesting grounds of Annex 1 NA
birds
4d Infilling of coastal habitats within 500m of SPA, including
indirect and in combination effects on the feeding, NA
breeding and nesting grounds of Annex 1 birds
4e Discharges to coastal SPA, including any element of a
discharge liable to give rise to disturbance of this habitat, NA
either by direct, indirect, or in combination effects
4f Development of cycleways or walking routes within 100m No, through the design of the
of intertidal areas. This includes consideration of indirect work programme and the
and in combination effects on the feeding, breeding and emergency nature in terms of
nesting grounds of Annex 1 birds the health and safety risks the
current condition of the path
presents the works need to be
carried out as soon as possible
and therefore within the
winter months outside of the
bird nesting season
4g Development within 1km of SPA of a scale or type which The nature and scale of the
involves the production of an EIS. This includes proposed works involve the
consideration of indirect and in combination effects on the | repair and refurbishment of an
feeding, breeding and nesting grounds of Annex 1 birds existing portion of the Cliffs of
Moher pathway as opposed to
the construction of a new
element. These works do not
constitute development of a
scale or nature that would
trigger the requirement for
EIAR.
Conclusion:
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If the answer to all of the above is no, significant impacts on European sites are unlikely. No further

assessment is required; go directly to the conclusion statement.
If the answer to any of the above is yes, or unknown effects on the European sites need to be assessed and

a Natura Impact Statement will be required
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Planning File Reference | Rr22/7

Proposed Development Section 5 referral
Developmentlocation | Lislorkan Liscannor
 European sites within impact zone | Cliffs of Moher SPA

Inagh River estuary SAC
| Blackhead to Poulsallagh Complex
| SPA

| As above

[ Cliffs of Moher SPA

Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [A009]
Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) [A188]
Guillemot (Uria aalge) [A199]

Razorbill (Alca torda) [A200]

Puffin (Fratercula arctica) [A204]

Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) [A346]

Potential impac on the qualifying interest ( bird species) associated with the COM

SPA by way of noise, disturbance, and construction taking place within the nesting
season.

Not significant — works to be implemented outside the nesting period of March to
August inclusive by way of project design .

- County Development Plan (including Flood Maps, SEA & AA)

- NPWS website

- Documents received as part of the planning application

- EPA Code of Practice
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Conclusion of assessment (a, b, c or d)

(a) The proposed No
development is directly
connected with or
necessary to the nature
conservation
management of a
European Site(s)®

(b) There is no potential for | There is no potential for significant effects to

significant effects to European Sites?
European Sites®

(¢) The potential for The potential for significant effects to European
significant effects to Site(s) can be ruled out*

European Site(s) cannot
be ruled out*

(d) Significant effects to N/A
European sites are
certain or likely or
where potential for
significant effects to
European sites remains
following receipt of
Further Information
requested under $177U
of the Planning and

3 Appropriate Assessment is not required and therefore Planning permission may be granted at this stage subject
to all other planning considerations. However, no material changes may be made to the proposed development
after this conclusion has been reached as this would invalidate the findings of the screening exercise.

4 In accordance with S177U of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010, the applicant should be
requested to submit an ‘Appropriate Assessment Screening Matrix’ completed by a suitably qualified ecologist,
by way of Further Information. Following receipt of this information a new Appropriate Screening Report should
be completed. The requested ‘Appropriate Assessment Screening Matrix’ should be in accordance with the
template outlined in Annex 2, Figure 1 of the EU (2001) guidance document ‘Assessment of plans and projects
significantly affecting European Sites — Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC. This guidance document is available from
hitp://ec.europa.en/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/natura_2000_assess_en.pdf

Alternatively, where other planning concerns arise the proposal could be refused planning permission.

4 In accordance with S177U of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010, the applicant should be
requested to submit an ‘Appropriate Assessment Screening Matrix” completed by a suitably qualified ecologist,
by way of Further Information. Following receipt of this information a new Appropriate Screening Report should
be completed. The requested ‘Appropriate Assessment Screening Matrix’ should be in accordance with the
template outlined in Annex 2, Figure 1 of the EU (2001) guidance document ‘Assessment of plans and projects
significantly affecting European Sites — Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC. This guidance document is available from
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/natura_2000_assess_en.pdf

Alternatively, where other planning concemns arise the proposal could be refused planning permission.
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Development
(Amendment) Act 2010°

Ellen Carey
Completed By
Date 23" Nov 22

> The proposed development must either by refused planning permission or alternatively an ‘Appropriate
Assessment’ (AA) should be carried out by the Planning Authority. In order to facilitate the preparation of an AA
the applicant should be requested to submit a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) in accordance with S177 (T) of the
Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010. However, in the case of an application to retain unauthorised
development of land and where the authority decides that an ‘appropriate assessment’ should have been carried
out prior to the commencement of development, the application is required to be invalidated by the Planning
Authority as per S34 (12) of the Planning and Developtent (Amendment) Act 2010 and accordingly an NIS
should not be requested in such instances.
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P07 Request for a Declaration on Development and Exempted Development (March 2017)
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REQUEST FOR A DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT
(Section 5 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended))

FEE: €80

This following form is a non-statutory form which has been prepared by Clare County Council for the purpose of obtaining the necessary
information required for a declaration to be made under Section 5 by the Planning Authority

1. CORRESPONDENCE DETAILS.

(a) Name and Address of person Rural Development,
seeking the declaration

Clare County Council,

New Road, Ennis,

Co. Clare.
(b) Telephone No.: (065) 708 6141
(c) Email Address: sheila.browne@cliffsofmoher.ie
(d) Agent’s Name and address: Sheila Browne

Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience,

Liscannor,

Co. Clare




P07 Request for a Declaration on Development and Exempted Development (March 2017)

2. DETAILS REGARDING DECLARATION BEING SOUGHT

(@ PLEASE STATE THE SPECIFIC QUESTION FOR WHICH A DECLARATION IS SOUGHT

Note: only works listed and described under this section will be assessed.

Sample Question: Is the construction of a shed at 1 Main St., Ennis development and if so is it exempted development?

Do repair and refurbishment works, as set out in the attached, along the Cliffs of Moher Coastal Walk constitute

development and/or exempted development?

(b) Provide a full description of the question/matter/subject which arises wherein a declaration of the question
is sought.

The proposed works are located on the route of an existing historic road. The existing use for the route is an

agricultural access point and the main walking route for the Coastal walk to Doolin so it sees high footfall.

All works are repair and reinstatement of the existing trail and consist of Various items as described below

and in the attached documents.

e Maintenance of existing paths which is to repair and upgrade paths with clause 804 compacted and
finished with a dust blinding.

e Replace existing sections of sheepwire fence and install new sheepwire fence and posts. See Drawing
No. 2022-1028-003

e Provide additional drainage along path in sections highlighted on Drawing No. 2022-1028-003

e Install new limestone stiles at 4No. Locations along the route. See Drawing No. 2022-1028-003

e Repair and reinstatement of dry stone walls where required

(c) List of plans, drawings etc. submitted with this request for a declaration:
(Note: Please provide a site location map to a scale of not less than 1:2500 based on Ordnance Survey
map for the areas, to identify the lands in question)

2012-1028 Cliffs of Moher footpath upgrade: section 5 application
2022-1028-001 Site Location Map

2022-1028-002 Site Layout Map

2022-1028-003 Site Layout Map and Construction Details

AA Screening Report from MKO Environmental




P07 Request for a Declaration on Development and Exempted Development (March 2017)

3. DETAILS RE: PROPERTY/SITE/BUILDING FOR WHICH DECLARATION IS SOUGHT

(a) Postal Address of the Property/Site/Building for
which the declaration sought:

Cliffs of Moher Coastal Walk,

Lislorkan North,

Structure? If yes, has a Declaration under Section
57 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as
amended) been requested or issued for the property
by the Planning Authority?

Liscannor,
Co. Clare
(b) Do the works in question affect a Protected
Structure or are within the curtilage of a Protected No

(c) Legal interest in the land or structure in question of
the person requesting the declaration (Give
Details):

Currently negotiating leasing of the Coastal Walk.

(d) If the person in (¢) above is not the owner and/or
occupier, state the name and address of the owner
of the property in question:

Note: Observations in relation to a referral may be
requested from the owner/occupier where
appropriate.

Individual stakeholders

(e) Is the owner aware of the current request for a
Declaration under Section 5 of the Planning &
Development Act 2000 (as amended)?:

No

(f) Are you aware of any enforcement proceedings
connected to this site? If so please supply details:

No

(g) Were there previous planning application/s on this
site? If so please supply details:

No

(h) Date on which ‘works’ in question were-

completed/are likely to take place:

Jan 2023 — April 2023

JohnMoylan
SIGNED:

26™ October 2022
DATE:




P07 Request for a Declaration on Development and Exempted Development (March 2017)

GUIDANCE NOTES

This following are non-statutory advice notes prepared by Clare County Council for the purpose of advising people what information is required
for a decision to be made under Section 5 by the Planning Authority

(i) The request for a declaration under Section 5 must be accompanied by 2 copies of site location map based on the
Ordnance Survey map for the area of a scale not less than 1:1000 in urban areas and 1:2500 in rural areas and
should clearly identify the site in question.

(ii) The request for a declaration under Section 5 must be accompanied by the required fee of €80.00.

(iii) If submitting any additional plans/reports etc. as part of the request for a declaration, please submit 2 copies.

(iv) The request for a declaration should be sent to the following address:

Planning Department,

Economic Development Directorate,
Clare County Countil

Aras Contae an Chlair,

New Road,

Ennis,

Co. Clare

V95DXP2

(v) Notwithstanding the completion of the above form, the Planning Authority may require the submission of further
information with regard to the request in order 10 enabie ilic Auihorily iv issuc a declaration on the Gucstion.

(vi) The Planning Authority may also request other persons to submit information on the question which has arisen
and on which the declaration is sought

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
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2022-1028 Cliffs of Moher Burren Way Path Resurfacing / Upgrade

Location Ref:
950m approx. North of Visitor
Centre

Landowner: Gerard Keirn, Joseph
Connole, Michael O’Brien, Alan
Flaherty

Drawing Ref:
22-1028-001 Location
Map

Description:

necessary.

existing path.

1. Repair and reinstate existing gravel path.
2. Dry stone wall to be repaired and reinstated where

3. Replace existing sheepwire fencing with new
sheepwire fencing and posts along the extent of the

Current Condition:
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Repair and reinstate existing path.

Dry stone wall to be repaired and reinstated where
necessary.

Replace existing sheepwire fencing with new
sheepwire fencing and posts along the extent of the
existing path.

Install French drain beside path.

s £ty Cimires
—_— =




8. Repair and reinstate existing gravel path.

9. Dry stone wall to be repaired and reinstated where
necessary.

10. Replace existing sheepwire fencing with new
sheepwire fencing and posts along the extent of the
existing path.

11. Install French drain beside path




12. Repair and reinstate existing gravel path.

13. Dry stone wall to be repaired and reinstated where
necessary.

14. Replace existing sheepwire fencing with new
sheepwire fencing and posts along the extent of the
existing path.

15. Clean and maintain open drain.
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11

1.2

121

INTRODUCTION
Background

MEKO has been appointed by Clare County Council to allow the competent authority to conduct an
Article 6(3) Screening for Appropriate Assessment of proposed upgrade works to the Cliffs of Moher
Coastal Trail, Co. Clare.

Screening for Appropriate Assessment is required under Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (the Habitats Directive). Where it cannot be
excluded that a project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, would have
a significant effect on a European Site then same shall be subject to an appropriate assessment of its
implications for the site in view of the site's conservation objectives. This Screening Report has been
prepared to provide information to the competent authority to assist them in their determination as to
whether a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is required for the project.

The assessment in this report is based on a thorough desk study, and a field survey visit carried out on
15.09.2022. Tt specifically assesses the potential for the proposed development to result in significant
effects on European sites in the absence of any best practice, mitigation or preventative measures.

This Appropriate Assessmeni Screeuing Repoit has been picpaied in aecerdancaawiththesEnrepean
Commission’s Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites:
Methodological Guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC
(EC, 2021) and Managing Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive
92/43/EEC (EC, 2018) as well as the Department of the Environment’s Appropriate Assessment of Plans
and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Authorities (DoEHLG, 2010) and the Appropriate
Assessment Screening for Development Management. Office of the Planning Regulator, Dublin 7,
Ireland OPR (2021).

In addition to the guidelines referenced above, the following relevant documents were also considered
in the preparation of this report:

1. Council of the European Commission (1992) Council Directive 924YEEC of 21 May
1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. Official
_Joumnal of the European Communities. Series L 20, pp. 7-49.
2 EC (2007) Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive’ 94J/EEC -
Clarification of the concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding
public interest, compensatory measures, overall coherence. Opinion of the commission,
3 EC (2013) Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats. Version EUR 26.
European Commission.
4 EC (2020) Guidance document on wind energy developments and nature legislation

Appropriate Assessment

Screening for Appropriate Assessment

Screening is the process of determining whether an Appropriate Assessment is required for a plan or
project. Under Part XAB of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended, screening must be
carried out by the Competent Authority. As per Section 177U of the Planning and Development Act,
2000, as amended ‘A screening for appropriate assessment shall be carried out by the competent
authority to assess, in view of best scientific knowledge, if that Land use plan or proposed development,
individually or in combination with another plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on the
European site’. The Competent Authority’s determination as to whether an Appropriate Assessment is
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required must be made on the basis of objective information and should be recorded. The Competent
Authority may request information to be supplied to enable it to carry out screening,

Consultants or project proponents may provide for the competent authority, the information necessary
for them to determine whether an Appropriate Assessment is required and provide advice to assist
them in the Article 6(3) Appropriate Assessment Screening decision.

Where it cannot be excluded beyond reasonable scientific doubt at the Screening stage, that a
proposed plan or project, individually or in combination with other plans and projects, would have a
significant effect on the conservation objectives of a European site, an Appropriate Assessment is
required.

Where an Appropriate Assessment is required, the Competent Authority may require the applicant to
prepare a Natura Impact Statement.

The term Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is defined in legislation'. An NIS, where required, should
present the data, information and analysis necessary to reach a definitive determination as to 1) the
implications of the plan or project, alone or in combination with other plans and projects, for a
European site in view of its conservation objectives, and 2) whether there will be adverse effects on the
integrity of a European site. The NIS should be underpinned by best scientific knowledge, objective
information and by the precautionary principle.

This Article 6(3) Appropriate Assessment Screening Report has been prepared in compliance with the
provision of section 177U of the Planning & Development Act 2010 as amended.

Statement of Authority

Baseline ecological surveys have been undertaken by Patrick Ellison (B.Sc., M.Sc., ACIEEM). This
report has been prepared by Bronagh Boylan (BSc.) and has been reviewed by Patrick Ellison (B.Sc.,
M.Sc., ACIEEM). Patrick has over 6 years’ experience in professional ecological consultancy,
management and assessment and is an Associate member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and
Environmental Management (CIEEM).

! As defined in Section 177T of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended, an NIS means a statement, for the
purposes of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, of the implications of a proposed development, on its own and in combination
with other plans and projects, for a2 European site in view of its conservation objectives. It is required to include a report of a
scientific examination of evidence and data, carried out by competent persons to identify and classify any implications for the
European site in view of its conservation objectives
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>, DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED
DEVELOPMENT

21  Site Location

The proposed works are to be carried out along the Cliffs of Moher (CoM) Coastal trail in Lough
South, Co. Clare (IG: R 04383 93436, ITM: 504388.5, 693565.1). The project comprises of five sections
of the path to be upgraded, covering a distance of 1.02km running North from the Cliffs of Moher
Visitors Centre.

22  Characteristics of the Proposed Development

221 Description of the project

The project comprises a proposal to complete upgrade works along the Cliffs of Moher {(CoM) coastal
trail. The proposed works will be completed in five discrete locations referenced A to E. The proposed
site layout drawings are included in Appendix 1 of this report (Drawing ref: 2022-1028-102, Clare
County Conncil 92 08.2022). The location of each area is shown in Figure 2.1. The individual elements
of the proposed upgrade works and baseline conditions at each area are outlined in Table 3.1 below.
works are to be carried out outside of the March-August bird nesting season aside from the repair of
@uy-stone walls which will be repaired by hand. - —

— e o —
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Clifls of Moher- Footpath Upgrade 220902 F

IDENTIFICATION OF RELEVANT
EUROPEAN SITES

Identification of the European Sites within the
Likely Zone of Impact

The following methodology was used to establish which European Sites are within the Likely Zone of
Impact of the proposed development:

?

Initially the most up to date GIS spatial datasets for European designated sites and
water catchments were downloaded from the NPWS website (www.npws.ie) and the
EPA website (www.epa.ie) on the 29/09/2022. The datasets were utilized to identify
European Sites which could feasibly be affected by the proposed development.

All European Sites that could potentially be affected were identified using a source-
pathway - receptor model. To provide context for the assessment, European Sites
within a distance of 15km surrounding the development site are shown on Figure 3.1.
Information on these sites with regard to their conservation objectives is provided in
Table 3-12.

The catchment mapping was used to establish or discount potential hydrological
connectivity between the site of the proposed development and any European Sites.
The hydrological catchments are also shown in Figure 3.1.

In relation to Special Protection Areas, in the absence of any specific European or
Irish guidance in relation to such sites, the Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)
Guidance, ‘Assessing Connectivity with Special Protection Areas (SPA)’ (2016) was
consulted. This document provides guidance in relation to the identification of
connectivity between proposed development and Special Protection Areas. The
guidance takes into consideration the distances species may travel beyond the
boundary of their SPAs and provides information on dispersal and foraging ranges of
bird species which are frequently encountered when considering plans and projects.
Table 3.1, provides details of all relevant European Sites as identified in the
preceding steps and assesses which are within the likely Zone of Impact. The
assessment considers any likely direct or indirect impacts of the proposed
development, both alone and in combination with other plans and projects, on
European Sites by virtue of the following criteria: size and scale, land-take, distance
from the European Site or key features of the site, resource requirements, emissions,
excavation requirements, transportation requirements and duration of construction,
operation and decommissioning were considered in this screening assessment.

The site synopses and conservation objectives of these sites, as per the NPWS website
(www.npws.ie), were consulted and reviewed at the time of preparing this report
29/09/2022.

Where potential pathways for Significant Effect are identified, the site is included
within the Likely Zone of Impact and further assessment is required.

2 Office of the Planning Regulator (2021) guidance; ‘OFR Practice Note PNO! Appropriate Assessment Screening for

Development Management, utilises the Source-Pathway-Receptor model. This Appropriate Assessment Screening Report follows
this guidance as well as providing information on European sites Iocated within 15km of the proposed development as

recommended in guidance provided by DEHLG (2010).
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IN-COMBINATION EFFECTS

The proposed Cliffs of Moher Coastal trail works was considered in combination with other plans and
projects in the area that could result in cumulative impacts on European Sites.

Likely Cumulative Impact of the Proposed
Works on European Sites, in-combination with
other plans and projects

A search and review in relation to plans and projects that may have the potential to result in cumulative
and/or in-combination effects on European Sites was conducted. The assessment focuses on the
potential for cumulative in-combination effects on European Sites and included a review of online
Planning Registers, development plans and other available information and served to identify past and
future plans and projects, their activities and their predicted environmental effects.

Review of Plans

The following development plans have been reviewed and taken into consideration as part of this
assessment:

>  Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023
>  National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021

The review focused on policies and objectives that relate to European Sites. None of the objectives
reviewed had the potential to result in cumnulative adverse effects on any European Site.



17

{9ANODII(] YHOMIWTRL]

I3EM N 2P Jo uonzusma[dur o Jo yred

se ore we[d oY) UI SI9JEM IIELINS PUE SIAJempunold

Joj (welJ yuouIaSeue]y UISeq JOATY [EUOHEN

juanbasqns Auwe [ 1emeSor) uey JusureSeuryy wseg

ISATY WINSIA 90 pUe Uel JuamaSeue]y UIseq I9AT]

uouweys ) Jo uogguswa[dun o e 0] B
SARRIK] JFomawrel] INEM J[Z8dAD

uonesiday

Suisodsuen jweasyas [re pue seAnoan(] ()T FTRAS[RI
IO [[& @ATIII(] JIOMIUTRI] INBA “DA[II(T

PAg 3y} ‘9AR0SI(] SIIqe]] 9 Jo Sjuawarmbaz

pUe saandaiqo ot pim souerdwos sxmbar oy, o
‘pormbai axegm ‘sapads o

3dURQIMSIP Jo QUassasse Surpnpu ‘usyeRIpun aq o}
juawIssasse ATessadeu Aue pue Suruuerd psfoxd jo 23eys
7S91[Te9 3} JE SUIENSUO0D [2JUSUINONAUS pue [esr30[03d
Aq pemutojur A0y aq oy spaford exmbar oy, q

“uel] Juawdo[aAa(] SI JO ()] IWM[OA U

paurejuod poday] JusTUsSassy Ysny pool] d18eng pue
yoday EusTUOnAwy YHS odoy pedwy emyeN

a1 Jo suemermbaz pue eyep ‘uogeuLioyur 3y 03
AR predar saey 0} vore welq oy w suogeondde Surrweid

Jlomawrel] 195 ) 9 prm Smdesy wr st juewdoreasp pasodod [fe Jo Juswssasse pue uoneredard oy axmbaz oy, e
9y “uonIppeE U] ‘sNIS (00 SIMEN PUE ANSISAIPOI] 0} UOPE[SI Ur :0) wepd yusmrdofassp afy Jo aandefqo we stjf
Paquosap §3An92[qo ) PIM 20URPICOIE UT ST juamdopaasp pesodoxd JUIUIESIETY YN POOL] J1BeXg PUe JUSTISSISSY [SIESWTONAEY €202-L10C
o ‘weyq Juswdoppas( UMY Aunos) sIe[) pamarma1 Suiaey | oZereng Yuomssassy ayendorddy :aanssfq() weyg jmemdopasg el juewdojeas( [PUNCY) Aunoy) are)
I's 40O

souanpuy jo
auo7 3y ], uJ yuaurdo[es(] a[qeuTeIsNg PUE AISIDAIPOIY ‘SaNg
£onod ym sowenduros yuswrdoaAsp jo JuswIssasSYy ueadomy o], paje[ey] ARy saAgdalqQy/senssy/sarono 493

suefd JuIWAOfEAIp JO MY .7¢ Iqe ]

A CU6VEE 2peasdy) qredjooy -1pyopy jo gy A o V— z




£ofjod pm eouerduod Jusurdofaasp Jo JUBUISSaSSY

TG0 [ 2rempumods Aq UOR29UTO0D 19t SUIpRpU
YeNqey payenosse Te Jo ‘ATepunoq 1aAl € uo JfuLym
gomm yuawdofaasp 10 spesodord ey amsua 0, 9

‘suep JuemaSeuey
mFRg I9ATY UI9)S9)) PUE UOUUES 313 UT JNO 398

se samseaw ogpads pue ssusmambal L1oymes s

39Uep100sE U] ‘s30mosaI 1pempanoid pajord o, P
‘royempunols

Suidprepun a1y Jo Lnenb oy 0y ysu e asod

jou [ juowdoppasp pasodord au yeyy yensuowap
Agresd weo Juesydde gy j paIspisuoo aq Auo

[ spesodoid ynowndopeasp ‘seare 1aymbe s[qersuma
I9A0 IO §90MOsAI Jarempunoils sjqejod Jo seare U]
‘popruirad jou are spuepam

PaIeID0SSe PUE SIOPLLIOD JAU ‘SI3em [euogisuen

Pe [eIsEOD ‘seare uomdajoxd seomos pajeudisap
‘ynuenb pue Arenb 19rempunoid pue 1oyem 20ImMS
Supnpur ‘saomosar 13jem wo pedun siqedesoeun

e oAy PMNOoM JeT) SUAWdO[IA3p e AMSU3 O],  °q
{SQARRAI(]

19 3uRAS[RI oy Jo sueweImba oy o) preder Suiaeq

are) A1Unoy) Jo SIVINOSIX IYeM paoxdoy, e

$20IMOsAY IYEM JO UOWRN0L] TZ8IAD

“meyJ yuetmaSeuey

wseq J9ATY JURAI[RI A1) JO sjuImaImMbar o 99U

I yuewdo[aAsp ST 1EY) ParEXsTowRp A[Tea]d aq Ured
11 a1ogm juamdofaadp Ioj spesodoid 1epsuod 0, 2
‘ureld

Jewmefeue)y Ulseq JARY JUBAS[RI 9T TI JNO 395 SE
somsesw ogpads pue suswaimbar Asoymes agy MM
20UEpPI00sE U §20MOsaI Jajempumod pajoxd o,  °q

aouanpu] Jo
au07 oy, uf juawdo[aAa(] S[qeUreIsng Pue AISISAIPOIY ‘SIS
weadomy o, pate[ey] Apoan( seandalqQy/semssy/saronod Ao

A FHGE peLads) prdioog ~IYOp JO STID

A
<O>IK
v



lag

Aorod pm aoueqduron juauIdojaAsp JO JUBWISSassy

A GUp0ZE apraidp] yrrdioog ragopy jo sgiD

‘uorssnuirad Suroaerd

3oy Suifjdde 0 1oud Apedes ajqerear Surpredar

I97e M\ YSL] JNSuod o) stadoaaap ammbax

0} pue uotsstuad Suruwerd jo Sunueid oy

03 roud juanrdojassp 201a13s 0 S|qereAR aq

201AI0S Iajem jenbape e amsus o, 2

‘sued 1agsemx Jo uoperedaid o

pue seare Jusmadorassp Jo Saruueld pue uonoeres

91 0} TONE[AI UY SIIAISS JajeM Jo USisap

Pue 1n0LE] 5 U0 Is)eA YSLIT (LM UONEHNSTOD

2ADo3pe Y3INOIY} SIJIATAS J9YeM J[qEUTEISNS pUeR

pajesdaym jo uorsiold ot ajeiE] O], ‘q

‘e sTp o saan3lqo yuemdopeasp

a1 asea1 0} paxmbaz sao1ATas Jajem

3 Jo A1aA7jap A[orm oy eyEEy e Auapr

0} I91e M, YSU] M A[esop SHom o, ©
SRS INEM FE8IAD

‘ayendordde axoym ‘eapoeng o
Syejqel] 2 Jo suawammbar oy
s sowendwoo ur are sesodoxd Iy ©
{SI3JEM P)RIDOSSE 10 SIFjem P o
Jo Tenuajod Gumsy 1o onenbe ‘Eordojods
ot wo edun ou aq M 9Xe], O
‘posresaxd wopeeSea o
[ET0EU [fE M PIUTEJUTetT 3q [
suoz werredu reorsdqd sjqmdedde uy o
‘paarasuod
3q [[¥ BaIB 3) Jo Japered 3L, O
Jeqn
P8jensuomop A[Tes]d 3q Wed 31 513YM PAIIPISUOD aq

souanpuy jo
auo7z 3y, uf yuswdo[eas(] d]qeureIsng pue AJISIaArporg ‘saiig
weadomy o, pare[ey Apdam( saanalq(/senssy/saono Loy

A
<O
v




£onod pm eouerduros juswdoaAsp JO JUBUISSASSY,

A G SpeLidr) qediood <YW JO SPTD

ToTemajse | 9onJeL] JO 3P0, TPIM DTePIoIIE
W ST WIANSAS JUSTNET) INEMIASeM pasodoxd

ot ye LAuoqny Suruuel] oy JO UORIEJSHES

33 0) PeYRnSUOTISP St f 319M pue dis1oumo
afSus wt are £oTp 197 M SEOTE PAIIAIISUN Y
SonIDY} ANmuInod/sassauisng [[ews 10§ SwasAs
jusunesy Jo juewdoppasp oy yuuad o, P
*(6007) ¥ sesnoy ofmg Suiareg

smaysg [esodsy pue JURULESL], INEMASEM
90hoRIg JO 9PO)), ST [pLM DUEPIOIDE

Uy ST WISAS JUSUNEIT; I9feMI)SeM pesodoxd

atp yerp Huopny Surauely o) JO UORIEJSHES A
0} PaTEnSTOWAP ST J1 219YM A[uo sesnoy Surfamp
af3us jo juowdopaaap a1 jraarad o, )
{SIOM JuIULEAD

aSemos uo spedurn [MusTIIEp ISTOTUTAL

pUE SI0M)3T I13mas SunsTxod a1 JO Lpeded

) SSTUITXET 0} IOPIO TI STMIS 0} SATTETISIP
apeq Jo jusmafeue A9 Jo uopowo1d

ot m 19ye M, gsuf Hoddns of, q

“fonod reuogeu pue N7 Ul

0o 105 suonesSqo {10)mes oY) LM 0TRPIcIIE
w axef) Auno) jo renuaod jusmdodwe pue
uoyemdod 1281e) ary ayepounodde o) foedeo
PUE Sa01ATaS 1otem Jjsem apenbape jo ‘Tsrem
gsuy £q ‘uoisiaoad oty syeooape o, e

Tesodsy(] pue jueuIeal], e\ NSEM L58dAD

Juawmdopeasp

vwmomo.i ayp ANELE] 0 AMYDILOSEIUL

I0)EM D)SEM PUE IIJEM 0) UOHE[RJ UI IEA) YSL]
j0 sjuswaImbar pue sprepues o Hm L[durod
sresodoad yusmidopeasp yery amsus o, P

auo7 ay, uy yuewdo[aAd(] S[qeureIsNg Pue AISISAIPOLY ‘SIS
weadomy o] pare[ay Apoan( saanoalqQy/sanssy/sannod Aoy

A
<O>IW
v



Ly
™

£otod qim souerduros jusurdopasp Jo JusussIsSy

1 060z 2PRISd[) PEdOUT Y0P SO ST

3Y) [IIM 30UEBPIOIOE U Juowa)e)g Joedur] eInyen]
® Jruqns o3 ‘spoafoxd 1o sueyd 19mq0 M uogewquIos
UT 10 GORE[OST WX I3 ‘5AR39{q() uogeaIasuoy) s as
3 Jo MaLA Tl soyis weadomy wo 199h° JweoguSis
£129H (ino o[ Joumed o) aaey Aeun yeq juswdopasp
103 suogeondde Surauerd [re axmbaz oy, 'q
‘STORRTN TS U0 UORE[sISa] pue SIAGIAIK] JUBAI[RI
ay [Im aomepIodde ur sayis weadomy payeudisop
TTe 01 uonoajoxd jJo [pAs] 15948y oy pIoge o, ®
el yuaumrdo[eaa(q 3 3o 2Apoalqo e st 3]
sayg weadony :2aR3[qQ wey] Juetxdopas F¥14A0

‘uogeordde

Suyureyd Awe jo yred se aancexn(q ENqel]

21 Jo sjuemaImbaz o) MM 22UEPIOIIE WX JUSWaYEG

yedw] emye) e jaqns 03 s weadomy e uo edun

Leunr gorgm yuowdopaaap 10§ sresodoid axmbaz o,
seaTy [ejseo)) U suopeusma(] weadomy 151 JAO

"J]qE[TRA® ST J1 IOYM IMUSTLOSLIUT JIRMAJSEM
anqnd oy 0y spauuod Justudoeaap armny {ue
e SIMSUD 0) pue INEA\ YSLI] (M sjustmaaide

uonoO’Uu0d 0] 13{qus ‘s]qIses) 1vAsIOYM
s;pomisu onpafiod dnqnd o) sjued jusunesn
Iajem sem areand/syure) ondas wioxy 19a008weyD
& poddns pue a8emodus o, "2

‘{6661) Vad ‘sfmoH

PUR SOQUIL) SINSIYT ‘SSIWSNY “SORIUNTITIO.)
[[eWIS IO} SW)SAS JUSUIIES T -STeNUeA
JUAUNBAL], INRMIISEA PIE (6007) VI SOSNOH
o3mg Suratag swasdg resodsyq pue juoumea1],
3ousNpu] JO

auoz oy, uf yustudo[aAa(] s[qeuTe)sNg puE AISISATPOI] ‘SIS
weadomy o, pareey AP2a1i( saandalq(y/senssy/saronog Aa

A
<O
v



9z

£omod ym aouerjdurod JusuIdo[eAdp JO JUIUISSISSY

o GOOEE QprIEdr) qrediog] -IaYop JO ST

‘Seads 10 Seare Yons U0 Prdult 03 AN

spesodoid yuamrdopeasp Awedmoodse o) Juatssasse
121801023 we aymboz o) pue Aunod a1 IMoyEnoIy)
soys payeudisep Jo 9PIKINO dnfeA AsIaAporq jo
SIOPLII0D /sjIoMaT [e0130[093 pue sopads ‘says ‘seare
JO UORRAIBSUDD pue uond3jeld sfy amsu of, B

sayfg payeuBseUoN £ %1 dAD

“no1s19A pajepdn AUe 1o G007 SSPLIOYNY

Sumurelq 0] SAUIRPMY) — PUERI] W s2(01g puUe suEl]
jo yuowssassy speudorddy, o) pre8azoae o], 'q
‘110 suonem3ay (serqeH

[eIme)] pue spig) senunuruiog) weadomy

qum 2owerduod Uy aq Jsnw sjustassasse [y “(shoaford
10 (s)ueyd 1030 ue MM UOKEWMQWOd UL 10 ARSSIPUT
10 Apoaip PRAYM (SYJS PUE SOVS) sos weadommy
uo peduxn o) Ay spefoxd pue sued ‘srom 0y
UORE[] U JNO PILLIED S} JUIUSSISSY areudoxddy jeq
amsua 0) Pue JARORI( SIENGEH 2 JO (7)9 APBIY
ATessadeu axaym pue (g)g opPnIy ywewsdum o], e

sl juemdoRAa(] S JO 2an03(qo we ST
2ARII(] SYEIQEL] S 19PUN Judussassy yepdorddy
10} yuouraxmbay :aappeiqQ el yweudopas( £¥14AD

-page 1aNpu] Ue aaky osfe Aew ays weadomy

® Jo apsyno juewdoaasp 10§ sresodoid yem oef

a1 0) preSex Smaey ‘uel] ST Jo SWMARY oy Surmp
P3GRUAP! BIE Je SOV 10 SYJS PAIPO 10 mau Lue
03 uonpayo1d arendordde proge pue asfufossr o,
{(popueure se) 00g 99V Juemdoppas( pue Surmuel]
o) pure sARYRI(] SENIqEH (1 9 JO uewaImbal

auoy oy, uf Juswdo[aas(] S[qRUTEISNS PUE AJISIdAIPOIY ‘SIS
weadomy o, pareayl ApoeI(] s9an23(q(O/sanssy/sarrod 423

A
<O
v



"Ayenb
19JEM UI UONRIOLISIOP JO JMsal & se sapg weadomy jo s[OS/S[O se
paisy s103dasar onenbe aAnisuas uo s199F JURIGIUSIS OU aq [[IM S,

“Ayrenb Ieyem jo uonelowalap Jo IMsaL € se s)saIeIul aFEyRYy
[eTeU IS0 10 saYIs pajeudisop Uo $)O3PR JWedGIUSIS OU 3q [[IM I,

‘ssgom Juatudofaadp ay) Jo Jnsar e
se AIsIaATpoIq 10 sajis pajeuSisop uo sjoape jueogruss ou aq [[Im a1aT [,

Juswdoppasp
pasodouxd ay) jo )nsar e sk ja8re) ST JO JUSWIAIIYIE 0) JILLIEq OU

3q [IM 219T) ‘Y JS ISE0) TB[)-PIA PUe ISYO JO SPID) 10§ SHUWMIOP
Sunroddns pue saanos(qo uoneATasuod o) pamarral Sumepy

020% 4q peouequa A[enuesqns JIomjau seare pajajord
U} JO 20URIISAI e ‘AJIAnIauu0d ‘IusIsyod ‘Aousnyng :7'g 1aSre],

*020¢ £q pasnpar Aenue)sqns LIST9AIpoIq
Iajemysaly pue [eInsonia) uo samssaxd yuepnpiod redounyg 73 108r],

1608
-£10 Ueld Uondy ANSISATPOIY [eUOnEN

£orod yizm souerduros juswdoaasp Jo TUSWSsISSY

‘uaepapuUn
JUSTSSISSE 291301099 AUe UI UOREBISPISUOY O)uy
uoye) st Smddew yenqeq sjqefreae je amsua 0], °q

douanpu] Jo
auo7 ay [, uf Juswdo]aAa(] S[qeUTEISNG P AJISIDAIPOIY ‘SIS

ueadomy o], pareayg Apoax( saagaalqey/senssy/samiog Ao

of C0gE 2pridsy mediooy -ragopy jo sy

A
<O>IW
v




M I< o > Clitls of Moher- Footpath Upgrade 220002 F

412

Review of other projects

The potential for the proposed works to contribute to a cumulative impact on European Sites was
considered. The online planning system for Clare County Council was consulted on the 04/10/2022. A
search was made for projects within a 1km radius of the site of the proposed development in the last
five years, which yielded the following results:

>  Permission to construct a private garage and fuel shed, 115.50 sqm. Lough South, Doolin Co.
Clare (Planning red: 12143).

>  Permission to construct a domestic garage together with ancillary site works, Lough South,
Doolin Co. Clare (Planning ref: 18628).

>  Permission for the following proposed development as part of the upgrading of the Cliffs of
Moher Visitor Centre Car Park: The development shall entail the following works: Provision of
New Surfacing, Kerbing, Footpaths and Paving, Signage and Lining, Fencing, Ducting, E-Car
Charging Points, Raised Uncontrolled Internal Crossing point, a defined Overflow Coach
Parking area and increased number of Disabled Parking spaces. The following works shall also
take place: Re-grade of existing internal footway, installation of a surface water drainage
system, earthworks and all other associated works. (Planning ref: 178001).

In the review of the other projects that was undertaken, no connection that could potentially result in
additivual o1 cumulative impacs was identificd. Neither was any potential for different {new) impacts
resulting from the combination of the various projects and plans in association with the proposed
development.

Conclusion of in-combination/cumulative assessment

Following the detailed assessment provided in the preceding sections, it is concluded that the proposed
developments will not result in any potential for significant cumulative effects on any of the European
Sites, their integrity or their conservation objectives when considered on its own. There is therefore no
potential for the proposed developments to contribute to any potential for significant cumulative effects
on any European Site when considered in-combination with other plans and projects.
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5.

5.1

5.2

ARTICLE 6(3) APPROPRIATE
ASSESSMENT SCREENING STATEMENT
AND CONCLUSIONS

The findings of this Screening Assessment are presented following the European Commission’s
Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on
the provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2021) and Managing
Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2018) as well as
the Department of the Environment’s Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland -
Guidance for Planning Authorities (DoEHLG, 2010).

Data Collected to Carry Out Assessment

In preparation of the report, the following sources were used to gather information:

Review of NPWS Site Synopses, Conservation Objectives for the European Sites
Review of 2019, 2013 and 2007 EU Habitats Directive (Article 17!! & 1212) Reports.
Review of online web-mappers: National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS),

Teagasc, EPA, Water Framework Directive (WFD)

Review of OS maps and aerial photographs of the site of the proposed project.
Review of relevant databases including National Biodiversity Ireland Database and
available literature of previous surveys conducted in the area.

> Review of other plans and projects within the area.

v vv

v v

Concluding Statement

It can be concluded beyond reasonable scientific doubt, in view of best scientific knowledge, based on
objective information and in light of the conservation objectives of the relevant European sites, that the
proposed development, individually or in combination with other plans and projects, will not have any
significant effect on any European Designated Sites.

There is no requirement for a Natura Impact Staternent (NIS).

s npws.lepublications/rticle-1 7-reports

1 Status of Habitats and Species - Aticle 17 Reports, Online, Avatlable at: hit
Accessed 04.10.2022

2 NPWS, 2020, The status and trends of Ireland’s bird species — Article 12 Reports, Online, Available at:
httpsfivww.npws.dedtatus-and-trendsreland VEZSBR09 bird species- SE2RE0803 article-1 2reporting Accessed 04,10.2092
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