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New coach park facilities at Cliffs 
Clare County Council signed a contract worth €1.34 million 
for the construction of a new Coach Park reception build-
ing and the upgrading of existing coach parking facilities at 
the Clare tourist attraction.  Work on the 280 square metre 
building, which includes toilet facilities, meeting rooms and 
offices, will commence shortly and is scheduled for comple-
tion in June 2018.

The development of improved visitor facilities is imperative 
considering the Cliffs of Moher’s status as one of Ireland’s 
most visited natural attractions.  The new building has been 
designed in keeping with the design of the existing visitor cen-
tre and will improve visitor services including the provision of 
additional toilets for visitors arriving at the visitor attraction 
by coach.

Clare County Council’s investment in new and improved visi-
tor facilities at the Cliffs of Moher has helped to reinforce the 
site’s status as one of the most visited tourism attractions in 
the country. Groups travelling to the Cliffs by coach account 
for almost half of all visitors so it is important that we continue 
to invest in further improving the overall visitor experience of-
fered to group tour customers.

The proposed new facilities will allow us to provide a first 
class welcome to coach tours while they also will contribute to 

improved group management and sustainable growth at the 
Cliffs.  Measures to sustainably manage group tour numbers 
have been in place for some time while advanced booking and 
off peak incentives are in place, the delivery of this new recep-
tion building and upgraded parking facilities will further en-
hance the customer journey.

The Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience is one of three “Signa-
ture Discovery Points” in County Clare along the route of the 
Wild Atlantic Way, the others being the Bridges of Ross and 
Loop Head Lighthouse.  The Cliffs are also a key component 
of the Burren & Cliffs of Moher UNESCO Global Geopark.  For 
the fourth year in a row, the Cliffs recorded one million visitors 
within a calendar year in mid-August.  The North Clare visitor 
attraction is now on track to exceed its record visitor total of 
1,427,166 people in 2016.
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Council lauds EDEN win for Scattery Island 

Mr. Brendan Griffin, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, named Scattery Island as winner of the 
2017 European Destination of Excellence (EDEN) award.

Clare County Council’s West Clare Municipal District, together with 
the Rural Development and Economic Development Directorates con-
gratulated the local community based Scattery Island Heritage and 
Development Group on the achievement. This will result in the island 
benefiting from free marketing supports from Fáilte Ireland, including 
a professional photo shoot to be used for promotional purposes. Also, 
the EU will profile the winning destination from each Member State 
on www.edenineurope.eu and will offer each winning destination, par-
ticipation in the EU EDEN network.   EDEN is an EU project promot-
ing sustainable tourism development and is held every two years in 
29 member states. Scattery Island is the third Clare destination to win 
the prestigious award after the Burren Food Trail (2015) and Loop Head 
Peninsula (2010).

Scattery Island Heritage and Development Group have over the past 
five years been working with State Bodies such as the OPW and Clare 
County Council to improve the present state of Scattery Island and to 
preserve its buildings and heritage. The group also has worked hard to 
promote the island’s rich cultural and historical significance in order to 
increase visitor numbers in a sustainable manner.

Scattery Island is recognised as the jewel in the crown for local tour-
ism. It is a fantastic product with a wealth of culture and history. This 
award is recognition of the amazing experience a trip to Scattery Is-
land presents but also an acknowledgement of what can be achieved 
through collaboration of community groups and state bodies such as 
the OPW and Clare County Council who have supported, protected and 
developed the Island over the years.

The award will bring international recognition to Scattery Island en-
hancing its profile and increasing awareness. This in turn will spring 
board Scattery Island and the greater area of Kilrush and West Clare as 
a family friendly tourist destination. This will provide the opportunity 
to manage the product in a sustainable manner to creating jobs and 
enhancing and develop the local economy.

The development of Scattery Island in a sustainable way is an impor-
tant component of the recently launched Clare Rural Development 
Strategy in terms of jobs, environment and tourism. Such development 
will require public and private investment based on a key element of 
the Rural Strategy which is the cooperating towns of Kilrush and Kilkee 
and the partnering parishes in the West Clare hinterland. This com-
mitment was recognised by the EDEN adjudicators when they met the 
stakeholders during the judging process.

Clare County Council’s Rural Development Directorate will work closely 
with this local partnership of stakeholders and explore National Gov-
ernment funding opportunities for the next phase of balanced and sus-
tainable development of this unique heritage island site.
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Over 150 people from community and residents groups across Clare 
gathered at Áras Contae on Chláir in Ennis on Tuesday, 17 October 
2017 for the annual Clare County Council Community Awards Night. 

The winners of the ‘Best Kept Local Authority Estates’ and ‘Clare in 
Bloom’ competitions were announced while participants in this year’s 
IPB Pride of Place competition were also recognised.  Clare in Bloom, 
an awards scheme for community groups actively involved in the im-
provement and enhancement of their localities, this year featured 27 
participants from around the County. The Cathaoirleach’s Award was 
presented to Doonbeg Tidy Towns while Tuamgraney Development As-
sociation (below) was named Overall Winner of Clare in Bloom 2017. 

The inaugural Betty Devanny Memorial Award was presented to 
O’Briensbridge Community Group (pictured below with Mayor McNa-
mara and members of Betty’s family).

Kilrush Tidy Towns took 1st place in Category 1 (population of more 
than 700) of the competition while Quin Tidy Towns and Lisdoonvarna 
Community Council Ltd secured 2nd and 3rd place respectively. Spe-
cial Endeavour awards were presented to Newmarket-on-Fergus Tidy 
Towns, Feakle Community Council, Scarriff Community Council and 
Shannon Tidy Towns.

Kildysart Tidy Towns came 1st in Category 2 (population of 300-700), 
Barefield Tidy Village came 2nd and Tulla Tidy Towns came 3rd. Corofin 
Tidy Towns received a Special Endeavour award.

In Category 3 (population less than 300), Ballynacally Tidy Towns was 
awarded 1st prize, 2nd prize went to Connolly Tidy Village and Bridget-
own Tidy Towns were awarded 3rd prize.  ‘Special Endeavour’ awards 
were also presented to Labasheeda Community Pride Tidy Towns, Co-
oraclare Tidy Towns, Knock Tidy Villages, Kilmurry Tidy Towns, Cuan 
an Chláir, Whitegate Community Council, Laghtagoona Residents As-
sociation, Iniscarragh Residents Association, Mullagh Tidy Village and 
Primrose Gardens Residents Association.

Two local groups were honoured for their commitment, effort and 
dedication to the enhancement of their communities as part of their 
participation in the IPB Pride of Place Competition 2017. The projects 
have been nominated by the Rural Development Directorate to partici-
pate in the annual all-island competition, which is run by Co-operation 
Ireland and aims to recognise and celebrate the vital contributions that 
communities make to society.  

An Garda Síochána’s “Clare Teenage Disco” initiative was nominated 
for this year’s Pride of Place by Clare Chief Superintendent, John Kerin.  
The project has resulted in a reduction in assaults, incidents of drunk-
enness and complaints from members of the public.  The project, 
which has been entered into Category 6 (Community-based Youth Ini-
tiative) of the competition, has involved multi-agency co-operation as 
well as the involvement of the young people, parents and the business 
community. 

Cooraclare and Cree (pictured below) were nominated in Category 8 
(Communities Reaching Out Initiative) of this year’s Pride of Place by 
Malin Kelly, Coordinator, Health & Wellbeing Officer for CLG Cuar an 
Chláir. In an era of increasing rural isolation, a group of willing volun-
teers from CLG Cuar an Chláir’s Health & Wellbeing Team has reached 
out to engage with locals to ensure inclusion. 

Clare Community Awards Night

Council delegation meets Minister
A deputation from Clare County Council travelled to Leinster 
House during October to meet with Ms. Regina Doherty TD, 
Minister for Employment Affairs & Social Protection, to dis-
cuss the need in the context of the Clare Rural Development 
Strategy for flexibility in the operation of eligibility criteria 
for participation on community employment and social en-
terprise schemes. 
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PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
October 2017 - Key Activities

Development Management
• 87 planning applications were received by Clare County 
Council in October. The total number of planning applications re-
ceived year to date now stands at 834.
• Permission was granted for 18 single rural houses in the 
month of October bringing the total number of rural houses granted 
permission to 162 since the taking effect of the Clare County Develop-
ment Plan 2017-2023 in late January. This month 2 housing develop-
ments were granted permission for a total of 41 units in Clarecastle.
• 25 pre-planning applications were received during the 
month of October. 205 of the 244 preplanning applications received 
so far in 2017 have been closed out.

Enforcement
• 6 complaints were received, 9 warning letters were issued, 7 
enforcement notices were served, 15 files were closed and 1 file was 
referred for legal proceedings during the month of October.

Taking in Charge
• The Estates Team are currently preparing the necessary doc-
umentation for the advertisement of a further 2 estates for Taking in 
Charge in addition to the 20 estates already in charge in 2017.
• A letter seeking a further funding initiative from the Depart-
ment similar to the 2016 Taking in Charge Initiative was sent. It is an-
ticipated that a further allocation of funds to the area of Taking in 
Charge would facilitate the completion of a number of developments 
where there is a deficiency/absence of an available bond. A further 
update will be provided to Elected Members on receipt of a response.

Conservation and Built Heritage
• Grants totalling over €111,000 were paid to 13 applicants 
following completion of works on protected structures under the De-
partment of Culture, Heritage and Gaeltachts Built Heritage Invest-
ment Scheme 2017 and Structures at Risk Fund 2017 advertised ear-
lier this year.  
• Works have commenced on repairs to the northwest corner 
of Carran Medieval Church. The site was excavated and works are be-
ing supervised by the Conservation Officer and funded by the Cliffs of 
Moher / Burren Geopark.
• Works have commenced on repairs to the Ennis Mill Wheel, 
which broke its axle shaft in September. Repairs should be completed 
shortly under the guidance of the Planning Authority and colleagues 
in the Ennis Muncipal District.

• The clearing of ivy from the ruin of Ballysheen Medieval 
Church, Sixmilebridge was undertaken and completed in October.
• A meeting was held at Labasheeda Coastal Artillery Battery 
to discuss a proposed local community tourism initiative to repair and 
open the Battery to the public.

Heritage

• Following the public consultation on the Draft County Clare 
Heritage Plan and the Draft Clare Biodiversity Action Plan for the pe-
riod 2017-2023, a report on the submissions received and proposed 
changes to each plan was circulated to the Economic Development 
SPC in advance of their November meeting and to all Elected Mem-
bers in advance of the December council meeting.
• With funding approved from the Heritage Council, three 
heritage films have been produced on Clare’s unique heritage. The 
films were produced by Paul Murphy of the Galway Film Centre for 
Clare County Council. The films feature unique aspects of heritage in 
Clare including 1) Loophead Wetlands – Citizen Science Project; 2) Kil-
kishen Cultural Centre; and 3) The work of Cuimhneamh an Chláir – 
memories of Clare oral heritage network.

Forward Planning

• Ennis Public Realm Projects – Consultant Nicholas de Jong & 
Associates has been appointed by Clare County Council to undertake 
two public realm projects in Ennis, funded by the Heritage Council. 
The first project is for the enhancement of Old Barrack Street and Bar-
rack Square and the second is for the revitalisation of the network of 
the town centre laneways in Ennis. Key to these projects will be public 
consultation in their preparation. These will inform the preparation of 
a Local Area Plan for Ennis.
• Shannon Estuary Walk Project funded by DAHRRG Recrea-
tional Funding - Consultant Nicholas de Jong & Associates have pre-
pared drawings for new and upgrading of paths and cycleways. A full 
ecological survey of the proposed Shannon Looped Walks October 
with habitat surveys together with mammal surveys is near conclu-
sion.
• Count number 5 of the Bird Usage Survey for the Shannon 
Estuary was completed on the 18th and 19th of October as part of the 
implementation of the SIFP – led by the Planning Department The 1st 
draft of the interim report will be furnished to Clare County Council 
for review shortly. This interim report will inform the preparation of 
the final report in 2018 and the initial findings will be conveyed to the 
Steering Group members. 
• The Planning Department was successful in receiving Enter-
prise Ireland – Regional Development Funding which will be used to 
undertake a feasibility study in relation to the potential development 
of a Centre of Excellence in relation to the maritime sector at Cahira-
con, Co Clare. Cahiracon contains one of the sites zoned for Marine 
Related Industry in the Clare County Development Plan as identified 
through the Strategic Integrated Framework Plan for the Shannon Es-
tuary www.shannonestuary.ie. Flagship Maritime Consultants were 
the preferred bidder of the tender process and were appointed to un-
dertake the study in October. Work has commenced on the investiga-
tions with consultations ongoing.
• The Planning Department were invited to speak at a Tidal 
Energy workshop at the University of Limerick in relation to the poten-
tial of the Shannon Estuary to accommodate a tidal test device or site 
in the future. In addition, we also participated in a Marine Technology 
and Renewable Energy Research Day in the University of Limerick in 
conjunction with the UL MaREI team, Shannon Foynes Port Company 
and ESB projects. The focus of this is to drive the potential for invest-
ment into the Clare shores of the Shannon Estuary
• A bird usage survey of Ballyallia Lake SPA for the winter pe-
riod commenced in October 2017 and will continue until March 2018, 
led by the Planning Department. This will inform the future potential 
planning and development of the amenity and recreational value of 
the lake and assist in the development of a masterplan for the lake.
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TOURISM
October 2017 - Key Activities

•  A model for sustainable tourism destination development 
that can be implemented by destination managers across the 
world will be unveiled at a major international conference at 
the Falls Hotel & Spa in Ennistymon, on 23 November.  The 
Burren & Cliffs of Moher UNESCO Global Geopark will host 
the ‘GeoparkLIFE: Tourism for Conservation’ conference.

•  The sixth annual Burren Food Fayre took place at the Pavil-
ion, Lisdoonvarna, on October 28th and 29th.  Organised by 
The Burren Ecotourism Network and supported by The Bur-
ren & Cliffs of Moher UNESCO Global Geopark, Clare County 
Council and Failte Ireland, this year’s Fayre featured a com-
prehensive programme of food demonstrations and work-
shops, hosted by food writers, producers, and restaurants 
from the Burren and further afield.  

•  Clare Tourism and Clare County Council were represented 
at the recent Irish Hotel’s Federation Mid West Ball held in 
the Radisson Hotel, Limerick.
•  The 2018 Festivals and Events Guide for County Clare is 
presently being prepared by Clare Tourism and will be made 
publicly available in early 2018.
•  Ennis has been declared a ‘Coach Friendly Destination’ by 
the Coach Tourism and Transport Council of Ireland (CTTC), 
a representative body for Ireland’s coach touring companies 
and private bus operators. The County Capital is one of only 
three towns to have successfully achieved the status follow-
ing a submission by a joint working group comprising Clare 
County Council and Ennis Chamber.   Friar’s Walk Coach Park, 
located close to glór, was developed by the former Ennis 
Town Council and was officially opened in 2012. 

EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

•  LEO Clare hosted the fifth monthly BiaFest in the Market build-
ing in Ennis on the 14th of October.  The event included ten stalls 
of local food producers. As we prepare for Christmas we also in-
vited two craft Stalls in order to give a more market flavour to 
the event. 

•  LEO Clare held three training courses through the month which 
included over forty participants. These were based in both Ennis 
and Shannon. 
•  As part of the Ennis Food Festival, LEO Clare collaborated with 
Bank of Ireland in providing an Evening with Rachel Allen. The 
event attracted ninety participants as well as a few stands by lo-
cal food producers who were able to promote their offering to 
the public.
•  LEO Clare hosted a Trading Online Voucher Evening on 24th 
October in the Temple Gate Hotel.  75 local businesses attended 
where they heard from two local businesses about their experi-
ences of on-line trading.  7 web developers also hosted trade 
stands where the attendees had the opportunity to see what 
might be available to them.  Minister of Communications, Denis 
Naughton TD provided a specific video message for the event.
•  On October 12th LEO Clare in conjunction with colleagues from 
LEO Tipperary and LEO Limerick hosted the National Women’s 
Enterprise Day which was held in the Lakeside Hotel, Ballina. The 
full day event attracted over a hundred participants with talks 
from Celia Holman Lee, Catherine Duffy and key note speaker 
Chanelle Lady McCoy.  

•  This month’s EVAC meeting was held on 24th October. 3 busi-
nesses were approved for grant aid bringing the total amount of 
grant aid approved in 2017 to €662,575. 
•  On October 21st LEO held their IBYE Enterprise Briefing Day in 
which categories were shortlisted down to the final six competi-
tors in Best Idea. In total 20 applicants have reached the Clare Fi-
nal in categories of Best Idea, Best Start Up and Best Established 
Business.
•  LEO Clare provided financial support to enable Clare food 
producers to host a delegation of 65 top chefs from around the 
world in an overnight visit to Clare. The chef’s got the opportu-
nity to sample Clare food products and visit some local food pro-
ducers.  Overall feedback from the event has been very positive 
and it is hoped that it will lead to future business for our local 
food producers. 
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HUMAN RESOURCES
Approximately 242 staff participated in 13 training courses with courses including: 
Agresso MS4, Safe Pass, Safe Working Near Water, Manual Handling  and the IPA Certifi-
cate in Local Government.

A staff talk was arranged with senior staff outlining current activity across the directo-
rates. Partnership presentations will be delivered across the organisation and county in 
the coming month. 

Closing dates for 13 recruitment competitions occurred in October – These included 
competitions for Engineering, Planning, Architectural, Fire and Facilities posts. There 
were 9 competitions completed in the month with panels formed for the Fire Service 

(Shannon, Kilrush, Kilkee), Library Facilities, School Wardens and Staff Officers among others. 
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         FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES 
CORPORATE SERVICES

Procurement
The following tenders were advertised during September and 
October, 2017:

Joint Policing Committee

The next meeting of the Joint Policing Committee will be held 
in the Vandeleur Garden in Kilrush on Monday, 13th November. 
This meeting is open to the public.

Register of Electors

The annual review of the Register of Electors, which will be ef-
fective from 15th February 2018, is currently in progress. It is 
expected that there may be a number of referenda held in the 
coming year. For those who wish to know if they are on the 
register, they should check the website www.checktheregister.
ie and if they wish to register, details for same are on www.
clarecoco.ie .

Health and Safety

Clare County Council has received national recognition for its 
Occupational Health and Safety Management System, after 
the Organisation was presented with a distinction award at 
the 25th annual National Safety Awards. This is in recognition 
of a consistently good and continuously improving health and 

safety performance and an outstanding contribution to occupa-
tional safety, health and welfare.

Civic Reception

Following the October Council meeting, the Council hosted a 
Civic Reception for the band Stockton’s Wing to celebrate and 
recognize their 40 years contribution to the Irish and folk mu-
sic scene at home and abroad. The highlight of the event was 
having present and former members of the band playing in the 
Council Chamber. Tributes were paid to the band by all present. 

Tender Description Tender Date
Ennis Northern Inner Relief Road – Works 
contract

18 September

Engineering Consultancy Services for Flood 
Relief Works at Springfield

22 September

Drommindoora West Bridge Repair Works 22 September

Works Contractor for Toilets at Spanish Point 29 September

N85 Kilnamona Road – LIDAR Survey Services 29 September

Repair of Cappantimore Bridge 9 October

N85 Kilnamona Road Improvement Scheme – 
Flood Risk Identification & Assessment Contract

9 October

Ballyvaughan Flood Relief – Appointment of 
Consultants

9 October

PPE for Fire Services 24 October

Festive Lighting - Ennis 25 October

Delivery of Training Courses for LEO Clare 17 November

Conditional Surveys on Council Houses 23 November

6



ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

The overlay work which had been scheduled for 2016 for Beala-
ha on the N67, but couldn’t proceed because watermain reha-
bilitation works which had been planned by Irish Water didn’t 
go ahead, is to proceed in the near future as agreement was 
reached with Irish Water to the effect that when the Watermain 
Rehabilitation Works proceed, the overlay works will also pro-
ceed as a sub-contract of the watermain project – the tender is 
underway at this stage in relation to the Site Investigation and 
Mains Rehabilitation components of the works.   

With regard to the 2017 Roadworks Programme the following 
are the overall allocations confirmed from the three funding 
sources which facilitate the overall budget provision:

• €923,000 from the TII in respect of National Routes – 
but excluding the annual overlay programme which was con-
firmed later in the year (in June).  
• €14,803,865 from the DTTAS in respect of Non-National 
routes – an increase of 13.8% over 2016.
• €2,839,359 from the Council’s Own Resources – an in-
crease of 0.77% when compared with the 2016 allocation. 
• The foregoing adds up to a total fund of €18,566,224.

Implementation of the various programmes as approved in the 

2017 SMDW is ongoing and the scheduled works are well ad-
vanced.   The surface dressing programme has been completed 
and all of the other sub-programmes are progressing at a pace 
which is consistent with expectations – Restoration Improve-
ment, Low Cost Safety, the Bridge Rehab programme, the sup-
plementary Local Secondary and Tertiary programme and so 
on – the overall programme is approximately 85% completed at 
this stage.   The Part VIII process pertaining to the Latoon Bridge 
remediation project was approved at the June meeting and the 
tender process is concluded in respect of the main construction 
contract.   The initiation contract – to facilitate diversion of serv-
ices – is almost completed and the main contract is expected to 
get underway within 2 weeks – this, regrettably, will involve a 
road closure and traffic diversion over a period of approximately 
6 months.

The annual overlay programme contracts are well advanced at 
various locations in the county – including at 4 locations on the 
National Secondary Route network (2 sections of the N67 be-
tween Kilrush and Moneypoint, one section of the N68 at Dar-
ragh and the Square in Kilrush).    Total contract values are almost 
€3 million.

Community Involvement Scheme applications were submitted 
by the June 9th closing date.   A total of 28 applications were 
submitted – however, the private contributions payable were 
only submitted in respect of 14 and, as a result, the programme 
involves expenditure of approximately €200,000 out of the 
€363,000 which had been allocated at the beginning of the year 
– implementation of the programme is ongoing.

A grant of €482,000 was confirmed by the Dept of Rural and 
Community in respect of a Local Improvement Scheme pro-
gramme for 2017.   A total of 23 schemes are going ahead and 
the programme of works pertaining to same is being implement-
ed at present.

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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Clare County Council has responsibility for the management 
and maintenance of more almost 14,000 public lights in the 
county (CCC does not have responsibility for those pertaining 
to the Motorway Network).  These lights are maintained under 
contract by Airtricity – in general, the contract is working well 
and in compliance in that the number of public lights which are 
out of order at any time doesn’t exceed 2%.   

Public Lighting is the single biggest energy consumption compo-
nent of the Councils infrastructure and significant investment is 

required in this area if the current statutory target of achieving 
a carbon footprint reduction of 33% (based on 2009 levels) by 
2020 is to materialise – options to facilitate progress in this re-
gard are being examined – both in local and National contexts.  
To date, almost half of the target reduction has been achieved 
and so the challenge ahead in this regard is considerable.   The 
fact that the National Inventory of Public Lights has been up-
dated is key to achievement of the objective.   The National Pub-
lic Lighting steering group is of the view that an investment of 
between €250 and €300 million is required (Nationally) to pro-
vide the necessary upgrade to the infrastructure over the next 
3.5 years – it remains unclear where this investment is to come 
from but Public Lighting may require very significantly increased 
investment by the Local Authority in the near future.

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options 
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options 
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 
• Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricityso-
lutions.com 
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions dedicated Call Centre – 1850 
372 772 
• Local Authority Identification – via www.clarecoco.ie or Con-
tact number.

PUBLIC LIGHTING

    7 7



STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)

•   Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €15.5 million.  
•  The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €3.5 million.   The programme is substantially 
completed with the exception of the extension of the already completed Promenade revetment project in a Southerly direction at the 
back of Lahinch village – planning approval has already been confirmed but the outcome of the ancillary Foreshore Lease application is 
awaited.
•   Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table.   The cost of 
Feasibility Studies and other ancillary outlay is being separately funded by the Office of Public Works and is not part of the sums referred 
to under the previous 2 bullet points.
•   The final Feasibility Report to be submitted will be in relation to Doolin as referred in the above table.   Once this is submitted, we 
propose to arrange a meeting with the OPW with a view to determination of position from its point of view and to emphasise the urgency 
of development of a funding stream to facilitate the formal Planning and construction stages of these projects.

The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:

PROJECT CURRENT SITUATION
Cloughaninchy The most recent proposal submitted to the OPW has been approved in principle and an allocation of 

€36,000 has been confirmed to facilitate design and submission as a formal Planning application – this 
work is almost completed and the Planning process should get underway by the end of this month.

New Quay/Aughinish The Feasibility Study has been completed by the consultants and submitted to the OPW for considera-
tion. 

Doolin The Feasibility Study is substantially completed.  A meeting is to take place shortly between the con-
sultants and the consultants who are leading the Doolin Harbour and Masterplan development project 
to reconcile matters of common interest n relation to coastal defence requirements.  Following on 
from this meeting, the aforementioned Study, which depicts a positive BCR, will be submitted to the 
OPW for consideration.  

Liscannor Bay: Clehane, Adja-
cent to Pitch & Putt, Liscannor

Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW –response currently awaited from the OPW.

Lahinch Central (Prom Area) Contract completed

Lahinch South Consultants design work ongoing.   The formal planning process (Part VIII) concluded in May.    The 
ancillary Foreshore Licence Application process is ongoing and an outcome is awaited.   This coastal 
strengthening project will proceed as soon as possible after the Foreshore Lease is confirmed.

Whitestrand (Miltown), Span-
ish Point, Quilty

Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – response awaited.

Ross Bay Strengthening requirements – application to appoint consultant to carry out Feasibility Study still un-
der consideration by the OPW.

Kilbaha Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – BCR in relation to proposed solution is posi-
tive – awaiting outcome from OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA Contract works completed in both Farrihy and Doonmore.  Environmental sensitivities in the vicinity 
of Lough Donnell has required significant liaison with NPWS – the outcome envisages a proposal to 
restore the original sluice arrangements and in this regard a detailed design has been completed.   The 
environmental aspect remains sensitive and the Environmental Consultants are presently endeavour-
ing to determine what the most appropriate formal Planning approach should be.   

Estuary Coastline/IFA Design work ongoing in relation to multiple locations.   Contract works have been completed on sluices 
at Ballynacally and Kildysart and on sea walls at Burrane, Killimer and Carrownacalla, Kilrush.   An em-
bankment repair works contract is about to get underway in relation to 10 sites.   

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact

Arising from the extreme flood events of the 2015/16 Winter pe-
riod, the Council has been pursuing feasible solutions in a number 
of areas with a view to minimisation of risk in the event that situ-
ations of a similar nature occur again.    Among the locations un-
der consideration are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan, 
Murtyclough (near New Quay) and Kilkee – the latest position in 
relation to each is as follows:                         
•  Springfield, Clonlara:   The tender process to facilitate appoint-
ment of consultants is concluded and the commission is underway.   
Following completion of a technical, environmental and economic 
appraisal, the formal Planning process should commence in March 
of 2018 – to be completed in July and to be followed by tender 
and construction.  Pending confirmation of required approvals and 
availability of funding, construction should get underway during 

the 3rd quarter of 2018 – a 4 to 6 month construction period is 
envisaged.
• Miltown Malbay:   A hydrological assessment of the 
Northern part of the town, centred around Church Street has been 
completed and proposes a solution which would involve upgrad-
ing of existing culvert and drainage infrastructure as well as exten-
sion of the down-gradiant open channel system to facilitate effi-
cient disposal of surface water to the Cleadagh River.   A consultant 
was appointed and is well advanced at present on preparation of 
a formal planning application, to be followed by application to the 
OPW for funding to implement the proposed solution.     The for-
mal planning process should commence before the end of the year 
with approval anticipated by April 2018.  Pending funding approval, 
the tender process should get underway by mid-Summer to be fol-
lowed by a 6 month construction period.

8 8



 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

9

WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact (cont’d)
• Ballyvaughan: A hydrological assessment in relation to the 
problems experienced in Ballyvaughan has been completed.   The pro-
posed solution would involve capacity adjustment of the existing chan-
nel and outfall facilitating drainage of the catchment which heretofore 
hasn’t been able to cope in extreme flooding situations.    The BCR is 
marginally positive and a consultant is to be appointed shortly.  The 
formal planning process should commence circa March, 2018 with ap-
proval anticipated by September 2018.  Pending funding approval, the 
tender process should get underway by October to be followed by a 4 
month construction period. 
• Murtyclough:  The N67 was closed to traffic for 6 weeks in 
late 2015/early 2016 and the recommended solution, following a hy-
drological assessment, involves the provision of a pumping station to 
dispose of surplus flood water to Galway Bay.   There are significant 
environmental designations and sensitivities in the area. The formal 
planning process should commence circa January, 2018 with approval 
anticipated by September 2018.  Pending funding approval, the tender 
process should get underway by October to be followed by a 4 to 6 
month construction period.
• Kilkee:     Following on from an extreme flood event in Kil-
kee in February, and taking account of the fact that the location is ac-
knowledged in CFRAMS as one which is in need of further assessment, 
we propose to arrange for feasibility regarding the development of an 
appropriate flood defence scheme.   Tender documents are being pre-
pared to facilitate the appointment of a consultant to develop the pre-
ferred option identified via CFRAMS – the first step being to confirm the 
technical, environmental and economic viability of the proposal.

Storm Ophelia–16th October

Storm Ophelia occurred on the morning/afternoon of 16th October 
2017. Thankfully, the damage in Co. Clare was not as serious as had 
been predicted, with damage being limited mainly to fallen trees, of  
which there were approximately 56 reported  throughout the county. In 
many instances these fallen trees together with fallen debris  resulted 
in the temporary closing of some public roads. Most of these roads 
which had been blocked by fallen trees were cleared by the evening of 
October 16th and the overall cleanup in the county resulting from the 
storm was 95% completed by the evening of Monday 17 October. The 
majority of the remaining clean up works were carried out by the end 
of that week.

CAPITAL PROJECTS

• Killaloe By-Pass - The protracted Judicial Review and subsequent ap-
peals concluded in November, 2016 with confirmation of final approval 
for the project.     Notices to Treat were served and the submissions 
received in response to same have been examined.    Liaison is taking 
place with property owners and acquisitions of the required lands is 
the current key objective – this is progressing well and some property 
acquisition has been agreed.    An allocation of €500,000 is included in 
the 2017 Schedule of Road Grants to facilitate this.  
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – In May of this year, 
Limerick City and County Council passed the variation pertaining to the 
Limerick element of the project – meaning that the entire route cor-
ridor is now identified and reserved in both the Limerick and Clare De-
velopment Plans.  The momentum of the Preliminary Design work on 
the project has now resumed to pre-July, 2015 levels and will continue 
until a draft design for the scheme is completed – at which point Coun-
cillors will be updated.   The presently ongoing design phase will take 4 
to 6 months to complete and will facilitate the design of the new road 
within the route corridor which is now reflected in both the Clare and 
Limerick Development Plans.    The road, when constructed, will occupy 
a footprint of significantly less width that that of the corridor.   There-
fore, the design process will take account of, in so far as is feasible, 
local concerns by locating the road as appropriately as possible within 
the corridor and by incorporating whatever mitigating measures are 
required to ensure that any adverse environmental or other impacts 
which may evolve are negated. 
• Doolin Pier and Village Masterplan – The project consultants recently 
completed preparation of a draft masterplan which was the subject of 
a Public Consultation event hosted in Hotel Doolin on June 20th last.    
The event was well attended and a total of 12 submissions were made 
on foot of same.  The submissions are being considered and a final re-
port pertaining to same should be available by the end of the year.  The 
Council hopes to be in a position to submit formal planning proposals 
in relation to the development of a new accommodation building, park-
ing and other ancillary facilities at Doolin Pier over the coming months. 
• Blakes Corner – During the second half of 2016, separate determina-
tions from TII and An Bord Pleannala confirmed that a 2 stage approach 
to approval to the project would not be acceptable and that the appro-
priate Planning Process to deal with it would be the Part VIII procedure.    
The steering group is presently considering options based on the cur-
rent position as outlined above and liaison is continuing with TII.    It is 
expected that a formal planning application to facilitate development 
of the project will be submitted to Clare Co Council before the end of 
this year.
• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme - Preliminary Design work is 
reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors have been briefed re-
garding the preferred route proposal.   Consultation with effected prop-
erty owners has been ongoing and further survey and assessment is 
ongoing on foot of feedback received from them.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The project has been approved 
by the OPW.    Tenders have been submitted and their assessment by 
the project consultants has concluded.    Final approval to proceed to 
construction is awaited from the OPW.
• West Clare Railway Greenway – Construction work is completed on 
the 3.5km section from Ennis Town Centre to Lees Road Sports and 
Amenity Park and along a section of similar length between Ennistimon 
and Lahinch.    Property owners were written to in May and consulta-
tions have taken place with the IFA to advise of progress in relation to 
landowner liaison and to discuss matters of concern which are being 
brought to our attention.   One to one consultation has been ongoing 
with potentially impacted property owners and at this stage approxi-
mately 30% have been engaged with.   The process of identification 
of the most appropriate route and associated deliberations with land 
owners will, by its nature, be time consuming and will be followed by 
the preparation of a briefing document to facilitate liaison with the De-
partment of Transport regarding a strategic approach to be adapted 
in relation to the development of the overall project – almost 50km 
of cycleway along the route (in so far as is feasible) of the West Clare 
Railway.
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WATER SERVICES

Water Services reform and other issues:
• From 2nd October 2017, the energy regulator will now be known as 
the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU).  The CRU is Ireland’s 
independent energy regulator across a range of economic, customer 
and safety functions and is also the economic regulator of Ireland’s 
public water system. 
• Clare County Council and Trade Union representatives are progress-
ing with the internal restructuring of the Water Services Section for 
the delivery of operations in the county. Further discussion with the 
individuals concerned and the Unions will now take place with a view 
to implementing the changes in a timely fashion.
• Other transformation projects – including planned maintenance – 
are being progressed but there have been no major developments on 
these projects since June. 
• Engagement with Irish Water on the agreement/negotiation of the 
Annual Service Plan for 2018 has begun and this will include agree-
ment on staff numbers and budget for the year ahead.  

Water & Wastewater operational – key points:

Water:
• No major incidents to report in the Water Operations Section for Oct. 

• Operations staff continue to work with Irish Water and Contractors 
associated with the Disinfection Project to try to complete the commis-
sioning of various sites on the Disinfection Project.
• In the West Clare area, a number of watermain bursts in the Alva, 
Creegh area caused an outage affecting part of the Old Doolough WSZ 
and caused some discolouration throughout the remainder of the dis-
tribution network. A number of bursts occurred on the Doonbeg to 
Lisdeen line, through Bealaha in particular. 
• In North Clare, the rising main at Dereen, Liscannor burst, but was 
quickly repaired keeping disruption to consumers to a minimum. 
• Water supplies were largely un-affected by Hurricane Ophelia or 
Storm Brian.

Wastewater:

• The EPA is continuing their inspections of waste water treatment 
plants and have now instigated a prosecution against Irish Water re-
garding the Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant.  
• The Shannon waste water treatment plant and network continues to 
be subject to what appears to be sporadic illegal discharges of oil based 
material which is having a detrimental effect on the treatment plant 
and pumping stations. Irish Water is investigating this matter.
• No other major incidents to report in Wastewater operations in Oct.
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WATER SERVICES (Capital projects): 

Irish Water has received tenders from consultant engineers for projects in the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP). The 
initial tender evaluation has been completed and the consulting engineer appointment for Clare is imminent.

The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomerations in Clare (Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) as well as 
continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP has now also being included for improve-
ment works.

Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in addition to the CIP 2017-2021. This involves 5 Clare towns and vil-
lages with less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities – Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush & Liscannor. RPS consulting 
engineers have been appointed by IW and the project has commenced with a review of the Gate 1 studies and the submission of 
the Design Inception Report. It is expected that pre-planning meetings with Clare County Council Planning Department will com-
mence soon.

Hereunder is a summary of any changes in status of significant capital projects:

WATER PROJECTS
Ennis water mains rehabilita-
tion project phase 2

Completed – Project Closed

Rockmount WTP Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
• Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
• Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
• Construct new 2,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP. 
• Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with Irish Water Specifications.

Tenders for the watermain replacement between Mullagh and Milltown Malbay have been returned and 
are currently being assessed.  Survey Work at the Reservoir is continuing.  The land has now been pur-
chased and the pumping station has been completed.

Networks Portfolio Initial Surveys are completed and preliminary designs are being prepared for the following sites;
• Main St. Newmarket on Fergus, 
• Millstream Est and Convent Hill_Killaloe,
• Bridgetown Fahy,
• Griffins Cross to Mount Catherine,
• Rehab Highfield Park_ Ennis

Works will also include establishment of District Metering Area’s and a countywide Find & Fix leak pro-
gramme, locations for these works are currently being analysed.

Water Treatment Plant Up-
grades

Old & New Doolugh, Corofin and Ballymacraven WTP have been approved for upgrades. RPS have been ap-
pointed as Consultants and site visits have taken place.

Bealaha Mains Replacement 1.5km of mains replacement; Contract Documents have been prepared and are currently under review.
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RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:
•  Further to the publication of the full allocation of the Rural Water 
Programme for Block and Scheme Specific Grant Allocations on the 20th 
September Clare County Council have been notified that the final date 
for receipt of claims is the 29th November.

•  Currently upgrade works are ongoing in 6 schemes. Due to the dead-

line of the 29th of November this is putting extreme pressure on Groups 
to complete works given the necessity to adhere to the tender process. 

•  1no. group scheme application for taking in charge was submitted to 
Irish Water in the month of October whilst another two schemes have 
commenced land transfer proceedings as part of completing taking in 
charge applications.

Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities) OCT ‘17 2017 TO DATE 2016 
Total

Number of Emergency Calls Attended 105 669 851

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received 10 91 100
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted 8 71 103

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated 0 5 9

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received 4 61 67

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted 7 62 49
Number of Commencement Notices Received 28 295 327
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints 1 12 25

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clonroadmore wastewater treat-
ment plant (Ennis) upgrade

The construction stage and the first and second stages of process proving of Clonroadmore 
WWTP and the Pumping Stations have been completed.  The Certificate of Substantial Comple-
tion is due to be issued by the ER. 

Shannon wastewater treatment 
plant upgrade phase 1 – inlet 
works

The construction stage and the commissioning phase have been completed. The 56 day flow 
& load survey was completed in June. The commissioning certificate has been issued. The final 
account report is at a draft stage.

Francis Street Pumpstation 
Upgrade 

Tender docs for Francis St are currently under review. This will incorporate an upgrade of the 
four pumps in the storm overflow chamber and ancillary works. Following this the project will 
be put out to tender.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the consult-
ant and is under review by Irish Water. Third part surveys have commenced.

Quin WWTP upgrade The Design Review Report has been accepted by Irish Water Asset Strategy and a Planning 
Review has been completed with Clare Co. Co. Planning Dept. This project has now advanced to 
Detailed Design Stage. Site investigation and third party surveys has commenced.

Flow Monitoring Project Physical installation of equipment has been completed the commissioning phase is ongoing. 

NCAP – National Certificate of 
Authorisation Programme

This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 and 
their impact on receiving waters. RPS has been appointed as Consultants to this project.

Clare County Fire and Rescue Service responded to 7 bonfire incidents during the Halloween period.  The Fire Service attended in-
cidents in Ennis (5), Newmarket on Fergus (1) and Shannon (1) between Sunday 29th October and Tuesday 31st October.  Limerick 
City Fire Brigade was called out to a separate bonfire incident in Westbury on Halloween night.  The overall cost associated with the 
call out of the Fire Service to these incidents was approximately €5,000.00.  The cost associated with the clean-up of the bonfire 
sites has not yet been determined.

Clare County Fire & Rescue Services attended 41 calls associated with Storm Ophelia 
mostly involving clearing trees from National Routes throughout the County along with 
protecting scenes where live wires had fallen.   Senior Officers from Clare County Fire 
& Rescue Service were involved in the Crisis Management Team assisting with the Co-
Ordination of Clare County Council’s 
response to the event.

In October, 6 No. recently employed 
Retained Firefighters completed a 3 

day specialist Fire Fighting Course in Ballinrobe Fire Training Centre, Co. Mayo.  This 
Course forms the last part of their basic Firefighter Training.  The course itself, trains 
personnel in how to attend to a fire in a Compartment, and deals with “Flashover” 
and “Backdraught” scenarios in a controlled fashion. The bulk of the instruction on 
the course was carried out by Clare County Fire & Rescue Service Instructors.
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ENVIRONMENT

Waste - Enforcement, Regulation and Management 

• A tender for a Portable Waste Compactor Unit for Mixed Mu-
nicipal Waste at Ennis CAS is currently being prepared and appoint-
ment of a Service Provider is scheduled by the end of the year.
• Traffic Management Improvement Works at Scarriff CAS are 
in the final stage of design and works are to be completed by year end.
• Scarriff CAS Friday opening hours have been changed for the 
Winter season due to health, safety and welfare concerns. Friday open-
ing hours will now be 12-6pm commencing on 3rd November 2017.

Bring Banks

A site for Bring Banks in Shannon Town Centre is currently being ex-
plored.

New Tyre Regulations

Waste Management (Tyres and Waste Tyres) Regulations, 2017 came 
into force on 1st October 2017. The objectives of which are to imple-
ment a Producer Responsibility Initiative (PRI) scheme for tyres and to 
ensure that the end of life tyres are collected and managed in an envi-
ronmentally sound manner. The body approved by the DCCAE to oper-
ate the compliance scheme is RepakELT, there is no self-compliance 
option.  The regulations are applicable to tyres designed for, fitted to 
or removed from propelled vehicles and trailers and to all producers 
and retailers - there are no exemptions. A producer is any person that 
places tyres on the market for the first time i.e. manufacturers, tyre 
importers, car importers and tyres for retreading or remoulding.  A re-
tailer is any person that is a wholesaler, supplier, sells or supplies tyres 
or waste tyres to another person.

Anti-Dumping Initiative 2017

Waste Enforcement has now completed all works under the DCCAE 
funded Anti-Dumping Initiative 2017 as administered by the WERLA’s. 
There was two phases of funding granted to Clare County Council each 
with an allocation of €20,000.    Phase 1 concentrated on a clean-up 
of illegal dumping plus the erection of gates, fencing and CCTV at the 
Rocky Road area of Ennis Town, particularly visible locations off the 
N68 & N85 national roads. 7 No. skips and 4 No. Tonne bags of waste 
were removed from this site. Phase 2 concentrated on sites at Bally-
blood/Creevagh Bog between Tulla & Kilkishen, Donail in Killimer and 
Islandavanna, Clarecastle and involved clean-up of each location plus 
the purchase of covert CCTV for use in remote areas of the county. 
Almost 40 Tonnes of illegally dumped material was removed from the 
sites.  Additional signage and environmental awareness also formed 
part of the initiatives and social media was used to inform the public.

Hazardous Household Waste Collection Day

A Hazardous Household Waste Collection day has been organised and 
advertised for Saturday 11th November 2017 at the Central Waste 
Management Facility at Inagh. This was planned in conjunction with 
the Southern Region Waste Management Office (SRWMO). The pur-
pose of this day is to facilitate the disposal of hazardous household 
waste, free of charge, at a designated Clare County Council facility. 

Capital Projects

• Tenders for the construction of the Spanish Point public toi-
let and amenity site are currently being assessed for their suitability 
and cost effectiveness and it is expected to appoint a contractor to 
progress the works once the tender assessment has been completed.
• Lahinch toilets and amenity facility - Construction works are 
due to commence in the coming months.  The work is programmed to 
be completed by the 2018 bathing season.
• Preliminary design is progressing for the upgrade of the pub-
lic toilets in Kilkee.

Rivers

• To further facilitate public engagement on the River Basin 
Management Plan, in conjunction with LAWCO (Local Authority Water 
and Communities Office), a public information meeting was held on 
the 26th October 2017. This information evening consisted of a pres-
entation on the’ Recommended Priority Water Bodies for Action ‘, and 
feedback from the River Basin Management Plan public consultation 
meetings.  There was an opportunity at this meeting for discussion and 
to review the ‘Recommended Priority Waterbodies for Action’ and the 
rationale used in their selection.

ENERGY REPORT

Energy Consumption data for Clare County Council has been submitted 
to the annual statutory reports under SI 426. The data is updated and 
shows that Clare County Council has achieved 12.5 % increase in en-
ergy efficiency. The public sector target for energy efficiency improve-
ment is 33% by 2020. 

The summary findings of the Energy Management System to date are:-

Item Comment
Energy Management 
System

•   Energy Management Policy is on display
• Energy Management Team meeting 
weekly to review progress on ISO 50001 
stage 1 audit readiness. 
• A Stage 1 audit of the energy manage-
ment system was conducted in October 
by Certification Europe. The system has 
passed the stage 1 audit and will go on 
to final evaluation and certification in the 
coming weeks

Energy Costs Energy Costs has reduced by 14.5% since 
2014. The reduction in energy costs is 
mainly attributable to the benefit central-
ised energy tariff negotiations, and energy 
efficiency upgrades in public lights and 
large buildings.

Energy Consumption The quantity of energy consumption in 
kWh, has increased by marginally since 
2014.  The increases have occurred in the 
provision of increased public lights. 

Energy Performance Clare County Council has achieved an 
increase in energy performance of 12.5% 
towards the required 33% by 2020.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND AWARENESS

• Green Schools Seminar

The annual Green Schools seminars took place on the October 
2017 at the Buttermarket Building, Drumbiggle Ennis. Primary 
and Secondary schools across Co. Clare registered to the An 
Tasice Green Schools programme were invited to attend. The 
seminars were well attended. Six individual seminars were de-
livered on the evening covering the themes Litter and Waste, 
Energy, Water, Biodiversity, and Global Citizenship themes Litter 
and waste, Energy and the Marine Environment.  

October Reuse Month

October was National Reuse Month. Clare County Council par-
ticipated by having a reuse month awareness stand at Áras Con-
tae an Chláir.  A Take One Donate one reuse month box was 
provided at the Áras Contae an Chláir, Ennis Leisure Centre, 
Scariff Library / Municipal District Office and at the public library 
in Shannon.

 

Clare County Council funded as part of reuse month upcycling 
workshops (on making bird feeders out of unwanted waste) 
which took place at the East Clare Community Co-op, Scariff. 
These workshops which took place on the 21st October 2017 
and the 28th October 2017 were provided in conjunction with 
Scariff Community Council and delivered by a local Mountsh-
anon artist, Mark Wilson. 

Ennistymon Men’s Shed were visited (see photo top right) and 
their work was highlighted as part of Clare County Council’s 
Reuse month campaign. Their renovated work shed, a donat-
ed shipment container that has been transformed into a year 
round shed for use by the group is located in the grounds of the 
North West Clare Family Resource Centre in Ennistymon. The 
renovation of this container was supported with funding from 
the 2017 Clare County Council Waste Prevention Programme. 

To promote reuse to the staff of Clare County Council a Keep 
Cup competition was launched during the month. Staff who en-
tered this competition had the opportunity to win (one of 20) a 
Promoting a Greener Clare Keep Cup. 

Education and Awareness Stand at the Ennis Food Festival
  
Leaflets and materials were provided to the organisers of the 
Ennis Food Festival for a Stop Food Waste Environmental Educa-
tion and Awareness Stand.  This festival took place at glór from 
the 12th to the 15th October.

Launch of Lisdoonvarna Sustainable Economy Vision

The Environment Section attended the launch of the Lisdoon-
varna Sustainable Economy Vision which took place at the Pa-
vilon theatre, Lisdoonvarna on the 26th October 2017. Karen 
Foley EAO was a guest and spoke at this event. At this event 
the students of Mary Immaculate Secondary School, Lisdoon-
varna introduced their local economy shops and the sustainable 
development goals. They showcased how they will play a part 
in Climate Acion, sustainable community, as well as responsible 
consumption and production. 

Green Festival 

During October eleven community festival and event organis-
ers were selected to participate in Green Festival training pro-
gramme. This is a Clare Tourism initiative that is being sup-
ported by the Environment Section, Clare County Council and 
the Limerick Clare Energy Agency. The selected festivals are the 
Kilmurry Harvest Festival, Clare Garden Festival, Clarecastle Re-
gatta & Clarecastle Tidy Towns, Great Irish Garden, Doolin Festi-
vals, Bodyke Festival, Kilrush Traditional Music Festival, Mount-
shannon Arts Festival, Fleadh Cheoil An Chláir, Lissycasey Music 
Festival and Festival of Finn.  The festivals selected will benefit 
from localised Green Festival Ambassador training after which 
additional in-depth training will be provided to identified Green 
Leaders.  Training will be delivered by Raquel Noboa and Saman-
tha Harding of Elevate Clare.

GARDENING SECTION

All Planting has been completed in preparation for the Spring 
Season. All hanging baskets have been taken in for the winter 
season.   

The Gardening section continued to maintain very high stand-
ards in ensuring the attractiveness of the towns and villages in 
the county and ensures that the county continues to build on its 
successes in the National Tidy Towns competition. 

ENVIRONMENT (cont’d)
 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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Item Comment
Energy Management 
System

•   Energy Management Policy is on display
• Energy Management Team meeting 
weekly to review progress on ISO 50001 
stage 1 audit readiness. 
• A Stage 1 audit of the energy manage-
ment system was conducted in October 
by Certification Europe. The system has 
passed the stage 1 audit and will go on 
to final evaluation and certification in the 
coming weeks

Energy Costs Energy Costs has reduced by 14.5% since 
2014. The reduction in energy costs is 
mainly attributable to the benefit central-
ised energy tariff negotiations, and energy 
efficiency upgrades in public lights and 
large buildings.

Energy Consumption The quantity of energy consumption in 
kWh, has increased by marginally since 
2014.  The increases have occurred in the 
provision of increased public lights. 

Energy Performance Clare County Council has achieved an 
increase in energy performance of 12.5% 
towards the required 33% by 2020.
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HOUSING

Social Housing demand continues to grow and the provision of accom-
modation through a variety of mechanisms remains the highest priority 
for Clare County Council. 

The number of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare remains 
high and in line with levels throughout the country. The homeless fig-
ures for October indicate full occupancy of 13 beds at Laurel Lodge and 
on 26th October there were 38 adults and 42 dependents in emergency 
accommodation.  The Council is continuing to work with agencies to 
provide accommodation and deliver appropriate services for homeless 
persons in County Clare including the development of a  Homeless Ac-
tion Team office and dedicated supported accommodation.

Our objective to provide homes for households on the council’s waiting 
list is achieved as follows: 

• Acquisitions – Contracts were signed for 5 properties and 
sales closed for 1 property during the month of October.  Clare County 
Council has purchased 65 properties to date this year and will continue 
to do so while there is value in the market. While Government focus has 
shifted from house purchase to house construction it is the intention to 
continue with our acquisition programme until such time as our capital 
construction commences. 

• Incentivised Schemes 
CCC is hopeful that the vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie will 
facilitate a greater take up of both the Buy and Renew and Repair and 
Lease (RLS) schemes to bring properties back to use. In this regard we 
would welcome enquiries or expressions of interest if anyone is aware 
of vacant properties in their locality.

• Rental and Leasing – Clare County Council is actively seeking 
to increase the supply of housing stock through these channels to meet 
the housing demand.   Applicants housing need is being met as follows:
- Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 390
- Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1204
- Short term leasing = 117
- Long term leasing = 125
- Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 83

• Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance 
The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise 
voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the current activity:

• Planned Maintenance Programme

On 13th October 2017, the Social Development Directorate issued a 
request for tender for services related to a planned maintenance pro-
gramme for Clare County Council’s social housing stock. 

There are 3 elements to the programme:
1. Completion of a condition survey of the Council’s stock of owned 
social housing.
2. Generation of a schedule of works and a cost plan from the condition 
surveys.
3. Preparation of a capital expenditure proposal for a multi-annual 
Planned Maintenance Programme, initially over a 5-year timeframe, 
but also projecting forward to examine maintenance needs over the 
next 30 years.

Clare County Council has constructed or acquired a substantial housing 
stock of 2,468 units including traveller accommodation units, ranging in 
age of construction from 1930 up to the present time. This represents 
a significant investment and we want to ensure that this housing stock 
is managed and maintained into the future to protect the investment 
already made. 

Tenders are due to be returned in late November 2017 and it is envis-
aged that surveys, which will be completed by consultants, would com-
mence in January 2018, with the project phases above expected to take 
six to nine months to complete.  Planning is being put in place for the 
implementation of the programme. 

Grants

The demand for all three grants continues to grow and despite an in-
crease in approvals there still remains 300 grant applications on hand. 
Applicant priority is assessed on medical, compassionate and waiting 
time criteria. Letters of referral and support from HSE medical profes-
sionals is required for applications to receive immediate funding. CCC 
is constantly reviewing applications on the waiting list under the three 
grant schemes and prioritising them for approval.   Total Approvals is-
sued during October for works to proceed is as follows:

Capital – Housing Construction

Capital – Other projects

County Library Project - Provisional Approval of Stage 2, subject to con-
ditions, was issued by the Department in August. The team is reviewing 
the conditions with a view to progressing to planning submission.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Housing Adaptation Grant  for People with a 
Disability 

11 €177,370

Housing Aid for Older People 11 €55,800

Mobility Aids Grant 20 €81,980

Total Approvals issued during September 42 €315,150

October continued with steadily increasing  activity in all aspects of the Social Directorate’s business. 

Consultants Framework 
meeting held in Áras Contae 

an Chláir in October

Project No.  
Units

Status

Quilty 18 Stage 2 approval issued 15th September, 
project proceeding to Planning. Expected Part 
VIII to be before Council in Jan 18

Feakle 11 Stage 2 submission sent to Dept in July, further 
information (FI) requested by Dept. FI returned 
in September. Now waiting on Stage 2 approval 
from Department

Clonlara 9 Stage 2 approval issued 15th September, 
project proceeding to Planning. Expected Part 
VIII to be before council in Jan 18

Roslevan 8 Design team to working on Stage 2 submission.
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SPORT & RECREATIONAL
• Works have been completed at Active Ennis John O Sul-
livan Park, Lees Road of the astro turf pitch, and also the gym-
nasium at Active Ennis Leisure Complex (below).  Both projects 
were partly funded by the Sports Capital Grant Programme 
2015 .

• Active Ennis Leisure Complex has for the first time 
applied for the ‘National Inclusion Awards’ run by CARA.  This 
award recognises organisations and people who enhance par-
ticipation opportunities for people with disabilities in Sport, 
Physical Activity and Physical Education.  Shortlisted nominees 
will be announced mid November.

• The Sport and Recreation Unit, under of the Social De-
velopment Directorate is part of the Energy Management Team.  

The team’s objective is to achieve ISO500001 accreditation for 
implementation of an Energy Management System.  A project 
for the Complex has been nominated which involves the up-
grading of the lighting in the gymside. Completion of this will 
ensure all lighting in the Leisure Complex is energy efficient.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

     15

CULTURAL SERVICES

Clare County Library

•   An exhibition ‘Friends in Time of Turmoil’ was displayed at the DeVa-
lera Library, Ennis this month. It highlights the historic connections be-
tween Poland and Ireland. In conjunction with the exhibition, a lecture 
on the history of Irish-Polish relations by Dr Roisin Healy, NUIG took 
place on 24 October and members of the local Polish community at-
tended in traditional dress.
•   ‘Computers for Beginners’ classes resumed with Volunteers from 
Friends Ireland in Shannon Library. Also in Shannon Library, ‘Successful 
Interview Skills’ training was provided by Jennifer Laudat-Smith.
•   Scariff Library are running monthly Board Game Nights, beginning 
this month.  To launch the initiative several gamers hosted tables where 
they demonstrated assorted dice, card, board, tile and miniature war-
games.
•   Children’s Book Festival events took place in all libraries during Octo-
ber. Children and teachers from primary schools in the county enjoyed 
meeting well-known and award-winning authors, taking part in science 
and nature workshops and even visiting a mobile planetarium at Kilkee 
Library! The annual festival is the ideal opportunity for library staff to 
welcome teachers and pupils from schools in their catchment areas to 
visit their local library and to focus on books and reading over a full 
month. The programme included some of the biggest names in writ-
ing for young people in Ireland today, culminating in the finale of the 
festival in glor where authors Caroline Busher and E.R. Murray’s event 
(pictured below) saw over 500 children experience the special ‘Hallow-
een Things That Go Bump in the Night’ show. 

•   Film screenings, book clubs, storytime etc all continued as usual. The 
Clare FM/Clare Library book club also continued.

Clare Arts Office

•      Our traditional singers in residence continued working in 12 sec-
ondary schools and singing classes every second Saturday for primary 
school children are now underway.
•      Exhibitions continued in Scariff Library, Clare Museum and Cultúr-

lann Sweeney, Kilkee which also hosted the monthly film club and a 
performance by English folk singer Chris Wood.
•      The WRAP (Western Region Audiovisual Producer’s) Fund, which 
Clare is participating in, was launched in Galway. Clare Arts Officer  Siob-
han Mulcahy (pictured below centre) attended the launch.

•      15 schools were awarded residencies as part of our Artist in Schools 
Scheme and we organised a two-day national arts and disability semi-
nar in Ennis.

Clare Museum 

•      Main activities in October revolved around launching the educa-
tion programme for the primary school term, including preparation and 
promotion of ‘Prehistoric Ireland’ workshops and preparation and pro-
motion of Halloween festival workshops. A total of 303 school children 
from 9 schools have attended, or are booked to attend, the workshops.  
•      A very favourable interim report from the MSPI accreditation asses-
sors was received in early October.  It recommends that Clare Museum 
be approved by the Heritage Council for Full Accreditation pending the 
adoption of a number of remaining documents by the Council.
•      Total visits for the month up to 23/10/2016 = 1,784.  

Archives

•       Digitisation: Work continues in the addition of metadata to digi-
tised images by our part time staff member, due to limited staff resourc-
es this is proving slow.  The digitisation of Corofin Board of Guardian 
Minutes is progressing well with approximately 69% digitised.  Quota-
tions were received in relation to the transcription or OCR of digitised 
images. Transcription of the Board of Guardian Minutes is proving very 
costly, for this collection alone a quotation of €106,000 has been re-
ceived. The Archivist is exploring other possible options. The Archivist 
has also met with LEADER to ascertain possibilities of funding or the 
possible formation of a volunteer group to transcribe this data.
•       Processing: Work is progressing on the Ennis Urban Authority 
Collection. This collection consists of Minute Books, Managers’ Orders, 
Employee wage books and financial records in addition to housing ledg-
ers and drawings.
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THE MONTH IN PICTURES
           CLARE COMMUNITY AWARDS                                                                              
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           STOCKTON’S WING RECEPTION                                                                            
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