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HOUSING 

• The focus for the teams delivering social housing is on 
managing the increase in demand for social housing which is sup-
plied through a number of well established mechanisms.

• As previously advised the recruitment of the new housing 
capital delivery staff is underway with additional staff due to take up 
their positions in March 2018. 

• Mindful of the impending severe weather the Hous-
ing team worked closely with the Gardaí and intensified efforts to 
encourage rough sleepers across the County to take up offers of 
emergency accommodation. In this regard accommodation was 
made available to all known and reported rough sleepers. In order 
to ensure accurate reporting and to properly manage the continu-
ous variance in homeless figures it has been decided to report the 
numbers in homelessness services a month in arrears. In line with 
levels throughout the Country the number of people presenting to 
Homeless Services in Clare remains high. The homeless figures for 
January 2018 indicate full occupancy of 16 beds at Laurel Lodge and 
as of the 31st of January there were 45 adults and 50 dependents in 
emergency accommodation. 

• The measures to address homelessness in Clare namely 
the Homeless Action Team office, the establishment of a dedicat-
ed ‘family hub’ and the appointment of a resource to provide HAP 
place finder service are in train. It is anticipated that these projects 
will be delivered in Q2, 2018.

The following delivery mechanisms are delivering homes for 
households on the Council’s waiting list and for February 2018 the 
following outputs were achieved:

• Acquisitions

In February the Council was advised by Circular of the updated De-
partment Cost Guidelines, this shows a marginal increase in the 
permissible allowable expenditure to purchase a property by Clare 
County Council.  Contracts were signed for 1 property and sales 
closed for 9 properties and sales agreed for 4 properties during the 
month of February. The Council will continue with our acquisition 
programme while value still exists in the housing market. 

• Vacant Homes Strategy

The Council has commenced work to bring into stock vacant homes 
identified in the compilation of the Vacant Homes Strategy and the 
initial focus is on Kilrush town which has a significant vacancy rate. 
While much of this vacancy is of commercial property we are iden-
tifying the residential vacancies and working interdepartmentally 
with the Rural Development Directorate to establish the residen-
tial use and sourcing funding sources to return occupancy to these 
properties.

• Incentivised Schemes 

New terms and conditions of the Repair and Lease Scheme (RLS) 
were launched in February these changes include: the facilitation 
of RAS lease arrangements; a reduction in the minimum lease term 
from 10 to 5 years; additional funding for bedsit type accommo-
dation; extension of the scheme into unfinished estates and the 

apportionment of the €40,000 expenditure per property over the 
number of units. We are hopeful these new measures will yield a 
better take up of this scheme as to date there has been limited in-
terest. 

The take up of the Buy and Renew scheme remains slow however 
if Members are aware of a property available for sale in any area of 
high 

housing demand in particular housing officials would welcome any 
enquiries or expressions of interest.

• New Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan

There has been considerable interest in the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan which was launched in January; this low cost fixed rate 
local authority mortgage is targeted at credit worthy low to mid-
dle income first time buyers who are now submitting applications 
for consideration by the Council. In the short timeframe since the 
Scheme was announced 12 loan applications have already been re-
ceived by the Council.

• Rental and Leasing  

On the 26th February the Housing Agency issued a call for propos-
als for an Enhanced Long Term Social Housing Leasing Scheme. This 
Scheme is targeted at property developers and investors who are 
in a position to deliver housing on a scale (20 units and above) and 
other conditions of this Scheme which differ for the standard long-
term lease available to the Council. Details of this scheme are avail-
able on the Housing Agency website www.housingagency.ie 

Activity under this heading is significant with the number of social 
housing tenants provided for through the rental and leasing mecha-
nisms as follows:
-       Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 384
-      Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1236
-      Short term leasing = 117
-      Long term leasing = 128
-      Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 135

The Council is always open to enquiries from homeowners inter-
ested in making their property available for letting.

• Capital – Housing Construction

Hereunder is the status of capital housing projects: 
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February 2018 concluded with a severe weather event “The Beast from the East” which necessitated a co-ordinated Council/
HSE/An Garda Síochána response to ensure the needs of the homeless and rough sleepers in the County were met all the while 
managing the deliverables in line with targets set by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. 
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HOUSING (cont’d) 

• Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance 

The management and turnaround of housing stock to minimise voids is 
continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity in this regard:

* this figure does not include properties which have become vacant 
after  1st March nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids.

• Grants 
The demand for all three grants continues to grow and despite 
an increase in approvals in 2017 there remains 270 grant appli-
cations on a waiting list. Breakdown of valid applications:

Applicant priority is assessed on medical, compassionate and 
waiting time criteria. Letters of referral and support from HSE 
medical professionals is required for applications to receive im-
mediate funding. Clare County Council is constantly reviewing 
applications on the waiting list under the three grant schemes 
and prioritising them for approval. 

SPORTS & RECREATION

• The upcoming Atlantic Youth Project is being planned and 
co-ordinated by our team.  We are interacting daily with our Irish 
and European Partners. We had the pleasure of hosting the Project 
Manager, Francois Arbellot, during the month of February - four in-
tense days of meeting with all our Irish Partners were had here in 
County Clare.  A preliminary program was presented by each pro-
jectpartner of the activities that the 109 students will participate in 
during their weeklong stay in County Clare at the end of May 2018.  
The Atlantic Youth Plenary Meeting of European Partners will take 
place here in Ennis on the 28th / 29th March.

• Kilrush has become the first town in Ireland to adopt the 
International ‘One Tree per Child’ Project.  All primary school chil-
dren in Kilrush have planted a native Irish tree, purchased and sup-
plied by Kilrush Tidy Towns, on land donated by Clare County Coun-
cil. This initiative was co-founded by Australian environmentalists 
Olivia Newton- John and Jon Dee, which sees children plant one 
tree as part of their primary school education. The “One Tree per 
Child” tree planting event of 2018 will be held at the Active Kilrush 
Sports Complex on 9th March 2018, where this year’s ‘new’ primary 
school children will plant their tree.  Kilrush is still the only town in 
Ireland participating in the international initiative.

• At the upcoming National Play Day and National Recrea-
tion Week of Summer 2018 in March we hope to persuade the De-
partment to invest additional funding to this initiative, as we are 
receiving applications for funding far exceeding the funds presently 
provided so far.

CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY

• Clare GAA star and youth wellness ambassador, Podge 
Collins, was on hand to launch Clare County Library’s ‘Healthy Ire-
land at Your Library’ programme in DeValera Library, Ennis on 7th 

February. Events continued around the county, including nutrition 
advice workshops, talks on the benefits of walking, herbalism and 
stress reduction, yoga sessions and a visit from the Irish Heart Foun-
dation mobile unit.
• A photography exhibition ‘Places & Faces of Lough Derg’ 
by the Killaloe photography group opened at Scariff Library.

• An Introduction to Online Library Services and electronic 
devices took place at Killaloe Library. The session covered topics 
such as discovering your electronic device; discover how to access 
electronic library books; download e-magazines; access online lan-
guage and e-learning courses; renew library books online and re-
quest books online.
• Film clubs, storytime, book clubs, chess classes etc contin-
ued as usual throughout February.
• Refurbishment/energy saving works at Kilrush Library con-
tinued this month and are on track for completion by mid-March.
• A new Library Attendant has been appointed at the DeVa-
lera Library, Ennis and the vacant Attendant post at Sixmilebridge 
Library has been filled.

County Library Project 

The Part VIII for the construction of the new County Library was 
on the agenda of the February Council meeting a month ahead of 
schedule. The Part VIII was passed at the Council meeting and the 
design team were instructed to prepare the Stage 3 Department 
approval submission (pre-tender approval).  The proposal which in-
cludes a new public library, art gallery and local studies centre, the 
facility will be a major cultural addition to the facilities available for 
the County. 
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CULTURAL SERVICES 

CLARE ARTS OFFICE

• The Arts Office began the process of assessing the 97 
applications received under the Assistance under the Arts Act 
grant scheme for artists and arts organisations countywide.
• Preparatory work on the commissions for the ClareAb-
bey Roundabout and the IBAL sculpture began. This sculpture 
is to commemorate Ennis receiving the accolade of Ireland’s 
cleanest town.

• Assessments also began for the Embrace Arts and Dis-
ability programme.
• A call for artists for studio space rental in Tulla (pic-
tured below) and Ennis issued. 

• A mural was commissioned for the Kilrush Enterprise 
Hub.

• The statue of the Child Releasing Butterfly in Clough-
leigh was repaired.
• An exhibition of Council artworks curated by young 
people from Ennistymon was exhibited in the Courthouse Gal-
lery.

CLARE MUSEUM

• During the early days of the month, the museum held 
St Bridget’s Day workshops for schools.  A total of 273 school 
children from four schools visited the museum during the 
month.  
• The curator also made a presentation to the LCETB to 
promote the museum as an education resource to Adult Educa-
tion courses, particularly in the areas of local history, literacy, 
computers, tourism, home economics etc.  
• Advances were made in the cataloguing of the collec-
tion with a total of 85 objects accessioned to the museum col-
lection during the month, while planning for future workshops 
for primary schools also occurred.  
• The museum received official notification that Full 
Museum Standards Programme Accreditation will be granted 
to the museum in summer 2018.

ARCHIVES

Digitisation: 

• Work continues in the addition of metadata to digi-
tised images by our part time staff member, due to limited staff 
resources this is proving slow.  
• The digitisation of the County Council Minute books is 
75% complete.
•   The digitisation of a collection of photographs from Kilrush 
•   Archives has also been completed and will be used as an 
installation in the newly refurbished Town Hall.

Processing: 

• Work is progressing on the Ennis Urban Authority Col-
lection. This collection consists of Minute Books, Managers’ Or-
ders, Employee wage books and financial records in addition to 
housing ledgers and drawings.

Queries: 

• The Archives Service continually deals with queries 
from the public wishing to view material in the local studies 
library from the archives collection. The Archives deals with e-
mails on a daily basis requesting information or guidance re-
lating to Archival Collections or genealogy. Archives have been 
requested both internally and externally in relation to Local Au-
thority Collections this month.

Records Management: 

• Files are retrieved on a daily basis from the Records 
Centre.  The archivist is working with various sections to identify 
files that may be disposed of files which are deemed unneces-
sary for administrative, legal and fiscal purposes according to 
national retention policy and Data Protection leigislation.
• An alternative system is being explored for a records 
centre and also a new records and archival database.
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Lough Derg Blueway Networking Event

Bobby Kerr, Ex Dragons Den, Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, 
Deirdre O’Shea, Administrative Officer, Dick Ridge, Podumna 
Village at the Lough Derg Blueway Networking Event which 
took place in the Killaloe Hotel, ahead of the launch of the 
Lough Derg Blueway on the 6th March.

Excellence Award for Cliffs of Moher 

The Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience in County Clare has been 
awarded the CIE Award of Excellence for the ninth year running.  
The award, which is decided by clients of CIE Tours Internation-
al, was presented at a ceremony held in Dublin.

The honour recognises how the visitor centre and associated fa-
cilities have greatly enhanced the overall visitor experience at the 
Cliffs of Moher.  Ongoing investment in the Clare County Council 
owned attraction has helped to establish the Cliffs of Moher as 
one of Ireland’s most popular tourist sites in Ireland.

The annual award scheme acknowledges tourist attractions which 
achieve a customer satisfaction rating in excess of 90%. The win-
ners of the Awards of Excellence are chosen from an independ-
ent valuation of feedback surveys completed by over 30,000 CIE 
Tours International customers.

To receive such a high approval rating from our customers is an 
immense source of pride for everybody involved with the devel-
opment and management of the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experi-
ence. This award is a tribute to the staff of the Cliffs of Moher 
Visitor Experience and the agencies that have made considerable 
investments in developing the attraction during recent years.
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Clare has been welcomed as a new member to the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) Global Network for Age-friendly 
Cities and Communities. As a member, Clare will be part of 
a growing global movement of communities, cities and other 
sub-national levels of government that are striving to better 
meet the needs of their older residents. 

By joining the Network, the Clare Age Friendly Programme 
commits to sharing and promoting the values and principles 

central to the WHO Age-friendly approach, implementing the 
necessary steps to create age-friendly communities in line with 
the Clare Rural Development Strategy and actively participating 
in the Network including sharing of experiences with members. 

The Network currently includes 541 cities and communities 
in 37 countries, covering over 179 million people worldwide. 
Among existing members are Dallas (USA), Reykjavik (Iceland), 
Barcelona (Spain), Busan (South Korea), Volvograd (Russia)  and 
Liverpool (UK). By joining the Network, agencies involved in the 
implantation of the Clare Age Friendly Programme commit to 
sharing and promoting the values and principles central to the 
WHO Age-friendly approach, implementing the necessary steps 
to create age-friendly communities in line with the Clare Rural 
Development Strategy and actively participating in the Network 
including the sharing of experiences with other members.

A new Age Friendly Strategy is currently being prepared in 
consultation with older people and local agencies dealing with 
older people. This strategy aims to future-proof the county for 
its ageing population to make Clare a place where older people 
are supported, connected and valued for their contribution.

Clare joins WHO Age-friendly network

Clare Comhairle na nÓg

Comhairle members bump into Marty Morrissey while in RTE 
on the 7th February 2018.
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Feakle and Miltown Malbay Digital Hubs
Final preparations are underway at the broadband hubs in Feakle 
and Miltown Malbay. The official launch will take place in the next 
month.

FEAKLE

MILTOWN MALBAY

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Age Friendly Development Officer, Karen Fennessy gave a pres-
entation to the Joint Policing Committee on the Protection of 
Older People in the Community.

Findings of the Healthy and Positive Ageing Initiative (HaPAI) sur-
vey carried out by the Department of Health in Clare were pre-
sented to illustrate feelings of safety amongst older members of 
the community both at home and out and about. 

The presentation also included initiatives achieved during the 
last Age Friendly Strategy such as; Crime Prevention and Safety 
of Older People, Community Alert and Neighbourhood Watch 
Schemes as well as the focus for actions in the new Draft Age 
Friendly Strategy due to be launched this year.

Clare Digital Strategy 
Following consultation a draft Clare Digital Strategy has been pre-
pared and is currently in the final consultation plase.

Presentation to Joint Policing Committee
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PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
February 2018 - Key Activities

Development Management
• 91 planning applications were received by Clare Coun-
ty Council during the month of February bringing the total no. 
received to date for 2018 to 148. 

• 20 pre-planning applications were received during the 
month of February.  20 of the 55 preplanning applications re-
ceived to date in 2018 have been closed out.

Enforcement
• Enforcement – 10 complaints were received, 36 warn-
ing letters were issued, 3 enforcement notices were served and 
11 files were closed during the month of February.

Taking in Charge
• Reports have been prepared for the Municipal District 
meetings to finalise the taking in charge of 5 estates. In addi-
tion, the Planning Authority plan to take a further 6 estates in 
charge before the end of April. 

• Progress is being made, subject to resources, on the 
completion of works on many other estates which will result in 
the advertisement of these for Taking in Charge over the com-
ing months once final inspections have been completed.

Conservation and Built Heritage
• The Architectural Conservation Officer facilitated 
meetings with Local Development Associations in Labasheeda, 
Ballyvaughan, Barefield, Ballynacally, Carrigaholt, Ennis, Scarriff 
and Cappagh during the month of February and assisted with 
their heritage grant applications.

• 6 no. Section 57 Declarations were issued in February 
to permit essential works to Protected Structures in the County.  

Heritage
• Ennis Public Realm Projects – Public Consultation 
events were held in the Old Ground Hotel on the 7th and 20th 
February respectively for the Barrack Street/Barrack Square 
and the Enhancement of the Laneways and Bow-ways in En-
nis public realm projects. Both events were well attended and 
reaffirmed the interest and substantial support for each of the 
projects. Written comments were made by many in attendance 
and these are being reviewed and final proposals prepared. 

• The Planning Department submitted an application on 
22nd February 2018 for funding under the Heritage Council’s 
Historic Town Initiative. This funding scheme is focussed on 
projects which regenerate historical features.  The project sub-
mitted by Clare County Council is to seek funding to implement 
the work undertaken by Nicholas de Jong, Urban Design Con-
sultant on the Enhancement of the Laneways and Bow Ways of 
Ennis town centre. Successful applicants will be notified in late 
March and the project spend has to be complete by end Octo-
ber 2018. Pics by Paschal Brooks /Brooks Video.

• Following the publication of the Ennis Town Centre 
Health Check report in January, a comprehensive brochure has 
been produced which includes the key facts and figures which 
represent the findings from both a shoppers survey and retail-
ers survey undertaken in Ennis town centre. It is intended this 
will be presented at the Ennis MD March Meeting prior to dis-
semination to all Members and stakeholders.
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Forward Planning
• The National Planning Framework was launched coinciding 
with the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Re-
gion submission deadline which had been extended for a second time.  
Three submissions were made - one on behalf of the Elected Members, 
the Economic Development SPC and Clare County Council.
• A co-ordinated submission from Clare County Council was 
prepared on the Draft Water Services – Guidelines for Planning Au-
thorities and submitted to the Department of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government on 28th February.
• Helena McElmeel Architects were appointed following their 
successful tender proposal for Design Consultancy Services in the 
preparation of a Proposed Visitor Signage Plan for Kilrush Town and 
Cappa Village.  The consultant will undertake an audit of existing visi-
tor signage in Kilrush and prepare a detailed schedule of new signs 
needed for the access roads into the town as well as directional signs 
within the town to the visitor attractions and amenities. This will in-
volve public consultation to ensure all key information content is up 
to date. Detailed design specifications for each sign in terms of colour, 
sizes, materials, design and information will be included up to point 
where they will be ready to install.

The a/Director of Services Economic Development and Ennis MD and 
the Festival & Events Co-ordinator provides a co-ordination role in the 
organisation and management of events in Ennis MD area. Some of the 
tasks undertaken in January and February include 
• Completion of festivals impact survey amongst businesses 
(i.e. in respect of the 5 key festivals who received €10k funding in 
2017).  
• Six-month up-date/report prepared and presented to Ennis 
Municipal District Elected Members.
• Attended Munster Fleadh preparation meetings and liaised 
between Fleadh representatives & businesses to discuss opportunities.  
• Commenced the preparation of the Ennis St Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade – “Ireland’s Friendliest Place” and liaised with retailers in Ennis 
regarding parade arrangements/opening times. 
• Attended Creative Ireland focus group/workshop.
• Made applications to Creative Ireland on behalf of Ennis Trad 
Fest and Halloween Festival.
• Met with consultant regarding preparation of Digital Strategy 
Roadmap for ‘Visit Ennis’ with ongoing liaison.
• Completed Green Festival Training programme.
• Arranged Coach Friendly Destination Committee meeting, 
attended by Geraldine Enright, Director, Cliffs of Moher, to advance 
engagement/working relationship between the committee (as a sub-
committee of Visit Ennis) and Cliffs of Moher team.  Goal is to create a 
package for Ennis to entice coach tours/help relieve coach high-season 
pressure points at the Cliffs of Moher, to the benefit of Ennis.
• Invited Kevin Toner, Director, CTTC (accrediting body for 
‘Friendly Coach Destination’ to Ennis.  Also liaised with local CTTC rep-
resentative Jackie Cronin, regarding actions to be taken / advice on 
communication with coach drivers.
• Engaged with the Dean of Flexible Learning at LIT and the 
Head of Food and Tourism Department, to submit an industry led ap-
plication for Springboard funding for an LIT Programme – ‘Certificate in 
Arts in Local Heritage Tour Guiding’ (level 6) programme from EMDC. 
Springboard funding decision expected mid-April.

Tourism and The Burren and Cliffs of Moher  
UNESCO Global Geopark

• Clare Tourism representatives attended the Holiday World 
Show in Limerick and Dublin promoting County Clare.  These events af-
forded Clare Tourism the opportunity to be showcased on an national 
platform.
• The Geopark is financed by grants from Clare County Council, 
Fáilte Ireland and Geological Survey of Ireland, and EU LIFE funding 
matched by partners plus contributions from National Monuments 
Service, OPW, Heritage Council, NUIG and U.C.D. A report of key ac-
tivities in 2017 has concluded and the following sets out a summary of 
projects to date.
• The Burren and Cliffs of Moher UNESCO Global Geopark 

hosted 150 representatives from 70 European Geoparks in 2017; the 
3 day event culminated in a tour of the Burren and Cliffs of Moher in 
glorious sunshine. 
• An Interreg Atlantic Area partnership with 11 other Geoparks 
launched the Atlantic Geoparks Project. This project will develop a 
tourism route of Geoparks along the Atlantic in Ireland, UK, France, 
Spain and Portugal. 
• The Geopark hosted official delegations from Japan (2),Fin-
land & Hong Kong, looking at best practice.
•      4 additional Geopark Trails in Doolin, Killinaboy, Cahercomaun/
Cusack Centre and Fanore were launched during Heritage Week 2017.
• The GeoparkLIFE programme continued to support the de-
velopment of the Burren Ecotourism Network and developed online 
tools for sustainable tourism: the Code of Practice guides tourism busi-
nesses on how to save resources and contribute to the sustainable fu-
ture of the Burren, the Heritage Map Viewer is a GIS system for tourism 
and conservation datasets, reports and research for planners and man-
agers, the Heritage Sites and Monitoring App allows site managers to 
monitor and survey trails and sites, collate data and produce reports. 
The Geopark hosted the final conference of the LIFE programme and 
launched the final reports summarising the outputs of a 5 year part-
nership between agencies, businesses and community groups.
• The Geopark continues to produce and distribute free maps 
of the region that promotes the Geopark and the businesses in the 
Burren Ecotourism Network. 
• Social Media following has increased to 4,100 on facebook 
and 3,300 on twitter.  A quarterly newsletter is produced on line and 
circulated to 500 readers.
• The Geology Evening Course, the International Geology Sum-
mer Field school, the Global Ecology Course were run successfully in 
partnership with Burren Outdoor Education Centre, Caherconnell Fort 
and Burren College of Art respectively. The Burren Rocks! festival was 
hosted by the Burren National Park in May.
• Dr. Eamon Doyle, Geopark’s geologist, was honoured by hav-
ing a fossil starfish named after him -Crepidosoma doylei.

EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

•   LEO Clare hosted five different training courses across the 
county in February, attended by 67 clients. Key programmes included 
our Start Your Own Business Programme, Management Development 
Programme and Digital Marketing Course. 
•   LEO Clare held their Evaluation committee meeting on Feb-
ruary 20th in which 3 local businesses were grant aided a combined 
total of €103,950.
•   LEO Clare formally launched our Local Enterprise Week pro-
gramme (5-9 March) with Minister for State Pat Breen, which will com-
prise of 16 events/seminars/training programmes in various locations 
around the county. Flagship events include Regional Women in Busi-
ness Network Event, Student Enterprise Awards County Final, and the 
Clare final of the National Enterprise Awards. 

•   A new Mentor Panel of over 20 local Clare business people 
was appointed for 2018 to support and guide LEO Clare micro enter-
prises in starting up and growing their businesses.
•   LEO Clare client, Core Optimisation, presented at Founder 
Friday, a Bank of Ireland networking initiative promoting Clare Start-
ups in association with Local Enterprise Office. 
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CORPORATE SERVICES

•    Joint Policing Committee

A meeting of the Joint Policing Committee was held on Monday, 
12th February.  A presentation was given by Ms. Karen Fennessy 
of Clare County Council on the Age Friendly strategy.

•    Establishment of Local Electoral Area Boundary Commit-
tees

A submission was made by the Council to the local electoral 
area boundary committee which has been established to re-
view local electoral areas and to report to the Minister for Lo-
cal Government and Electoral Reform, Mr. John Paul Phelan T.D. 
within six months.   A copy of the submission is included as cor-
respondence in the March Agenda book.

•    Procurement

The following tenders have been published in January and Feb-

ruary:

HUMAN RESOURCES

•    Since January, seven new staff have joined the workforce to 
fill various vacancies – four General Operatives and staff mem-
bers to the Library Services, Human Resources and Finance. In 
addition, and as part of the on-going efforts to ensure stability 
across the organisation, eight staff have been appointed perma-
nent from an acting/temporary position. All appointments have 
been based on competitions. 

•    Current competitions include: Rural Development Officers, 
IS Analyst Developers, Retained Fire Fighters, Sub Station and 
Station Officers, School Warden (Shannon) and Part-time Care-
taker (Miltown Malbay). Details of forthcoming competitions 
are available through various media (as appropriate) such as 

the Banner Bulletin, on the intranet, extranet and clarecoco.ie.   
•    During the last month the Department of Social Protection 
came on site and facilitated the provision of Public Service Cards 
to staff and elected members. The ‘Piece of Mind’ booklets 
were circulated to employees and work experience has been 
arranged through Clare Employability (Canteen & Library) for 
people with disabilities. The Welfare Officer has arranged Safe 
Talks with the HSE for March 2018.

•    During the month of February over five hundred staff attend-
ed ten training courses namely Data Protection , IPA A-Z course, 
Safe Pass, CPC, Sight Light & Guarding, Water Loss & Leakage, 

Occupational First Aid and Project Management.
•    At this time of the year Team plans are being completed and 
all staff will be in the process of finalising Personal Development 

9
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ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

The 2017 Roadworks Programme was substantially completed 
on time and the ancillary funding allocations were successfully 
claimed and secured.   

• TII’s allocation of core grants for 2018 amounts to a to-
tal of €2.07 million for Clare Co Council – the most striking aspect 
being a significant reduction in the allocation to cater for the day 
to day maintenance of National Secondary Roads.    

• DTTaS grants for 2018 amount to a total of €23.537 mil-
lion for Clare Co Council and represent a significant increase over 
2017.   The most notable features include increases of between 
15 and 20% in respect of the key Improvement and Surface 
Dressing grants, almost €450,000 to cater for road drainage re-
quirements (a new grant category) and €1.25 million to facilitate 
completion of the Latoon Bridge project.   

• Since the announcement of the main schedule of 
grants, DTTaS has confirmed that a total sum of €10,000,000 will 
be made available Nationally for CIS schemes and the Council 
has been invited to submit an application for its allocation – in 
this regard applications have been invited from communities 
who may be interested in availing of the scheme and these will 
form the basis for the Councils application for funding which 
must be with the Dept by March 23rd next.

• In recent days the Council has been allocated a sum 
of €482,000 for LIS schemes for this year and applications have 
been invited from the general public in respect of same.

• Work is almost completed on the preparation of the 
2018 SMDW and when completed to draft stage, will be brought 
to MD meetings during this month for consideration.   This year 
the schedule will include extensive proposals around the reme-
diation of footpaths throughout the county on foot of a dividend 
emanating from our insurers, IPB, intended to facilitate reduc-
tion of risk on pedestrian infrastructure – Councillors views on 
the initial draft programme have already been sought.

• The overlay work which had been scheduled for 2016 
for Bealaha on the N67, but couldn’t proceed because water-
main rehabilitation works which had been planned by Irish Wa-
ter didn’t go ahead, is to proceed in the near future in associa-
tion with the rehabilitation works – Irish Water has tendered 
the amalgamated works, is considering the submitted tenders at 
present and the appointment of a contracted is expected immi-
nently.  

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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The key priorities from a public lighting point of view include 
complete changeover to LED technology, achievement of the 
2020 Carbon footprint reduction target and replacement of 
supporting infrastructure where required.    Present indications 
are that financial arrangements may be put in place to facili-
tate Local Authorities in upgrading to LED technology which in 
turn would support very significant energy savings.   The aspira-
tion is that this upgrading would be achieved on a cost neutral 
basis, but over the coming years the Council will have to find 
significant additional funding to cover the cost of replacement 
of other infrastructure such as defective columns, ducting, etc 
– which will be significant and much of this work needs to be 
undertaken urgently.       It is likely that, for the purpose of LED 
retrofitting, the country will be divided into 3 regions with the 
Southern region, which would probably include Clare, being the 
first to go to tender – possibly within 12 months.

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options 
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 

• Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricityso-
lutions.com 
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre – 1850 372 772 
• Local Authority Identification – via www.clarecoco.ie.

PUBLIC LIGHTING Flood Relief Schemes:

Arising from previous extreme flood events, including those 
of the 2015/16 Winter period, the Council has been pursuing 
feasible solutions in a number of areas with a view to mini-
misation of risk in the event that situations of a similar na-
ture occur again. Among the locations under consideration 
are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan, Murtyclough 
(near New Quay), Kilkee and Clarecastle – the up to date posi-
tion in relation to each is as follows:       
 • Springfield, Clonlara:   Following completion of a tech-
nical, environmental and economic appraisal, the formal Plan-
ning process should commence in April of 2018 – to be com-
pleted in July and to be followed by tender and construction.  
Pending confirmation of required approvals and availability of 
funding, construction should get underway during the 3rd quar-
ter of 2018 – a 4 to 6 month construction period is envisaged.
• Milltown Malbay:   The project consultant is well 
advanced at present and the formal planning process should 
commence imminently with approval anticipated by June 2018.  
Pending funding approval, the tender process should get under-
way by mid-Summer to be followed by a 6 month construction 
period.
• Ballyvaughan: Following a hydrological assessment in 
relation to the problems experienced in Ballyvaughan, a pro-
spective solution has been identified.    The formal planning 
process should commence circa April, 2018 with approval an-
ticipated by September 2018.  Pending funding approval, the 
tender process should get underway by October to be followed 
by a 4 month construction period.        

Continued next page ----->
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The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:
PROJECT CURRENT SITUATION
Cloughaninchy A planning application for a Minor flood and coastal defence scheme has been submitted and is 

expected to conclude under the Part VIII process in May.
New Quay/Aughinish The Feasibility Study has been completed by the consultants and submitted to the OPW for its 

consideration. 
Doolin The Feasibility Study is substantially completed. The project consultant is now in a position to com-

plete the Feasibility Study which will be submitted to the OPW for its consideration imminently.
Liscannor Bay Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW –response currently awaited from the OPW.

Lahinch South Consultants design work ongoing.   The formal planning process (Part VIII) concluded in May of 
2017.    The ancillary Foreshore Licence Application process is ongoing and an outcome is awaited.   
This coastal strengthening project will proceed as soon as possible after the Foreshore Lease is 
confirmed.

Whitestrand (Miltown) The OPW has indicated that it needs further clarification in relation to some technical issues and to 
support the BCR in relation to this project and has advised that, if approved, it would be dealt with 
under the Minor Works Programme.  

Quilty The OPW has responded in relation to the Councils submission and has expressed reservations re 
the prospective cost and BCR pertaining to the proposal and in doing so has suggested some tech-
nical variations which the Council should consider.   The project consultants are now reappraising 
the report in this context.

Spanish Point The OPW has indicated that it needs further clarification to support the BCR in relation to this 
project and has advised that, if approved, it would be dealt with under the Minor Works Pro-
gramme.

Ross Bay Strengthening requirements – application to appoint consultant to carry out Feasibiliry Study still 
under consideration by the OPW.

Kilbaha Feasibility Study completed and  submitted to the OPW – BCR in relation to proposed solution is 
positive – awaiting outcome from OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA The environmental issues around Lough Donnell remain sensitive and the Environmental Con-
sultants have determined that the preparation of a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is required to 
progress the issue – meaning that the formal planning application to facilitate the proposed works 
will have to be dealt with by An Bord Pleanála rather than the Council.   The NIS is presently being 
prepared and it should be feasible to submit the ancillary planning application to AnBP by early 
April.   

Estuary Coastline/IFA An embankment repair works contract (contractor appointed) is about to get underway in relation 
to 10 sites – commencement delayed due to adverse weather.   

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

•  Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €16.1 million.  
•  The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal dam-
age repair programme is €2.9 million.   The programme is sub-
stantially completed with the exception of the extension of the 
already completed Promenade revetment project in a South-
erly direction at the back of Lahinch village – refer to details in 
above table.
•  Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening 
proposals is ongoing – as set out in the above table.   The cost of 

Feasibility Studies and other ancillary outlay is being separately 
funded by the Office of Public Works and is not part of the sums 
referred to under the previous 2 bullet points.
•  We are presently endeavouring to arrange a meeting with the 
OPW with a view to determination of position from its point of 
view in relation to the Coastal Strengthening Programme and to 
emphasise the urgency of development of a funding stream to 
facilitate the formal Planning and construction stages of these 
projects.  This meeting is likely to proceed in March.
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Flood Relief Schemes (cont’d):

 • Murtyclough:  Due to significant environmental desig-
nations and sensitivities, the formal planning process has to be 
conducted by An Bord Pleannala.   In this context, the planning 
process should commence within the coming weeks with approv-
al anticipated by September 2018.  Pending funding approval, the 
tender process should get underway by October to be followed 
by a 4 to 6 month construction period. 
• Kilkee:     Tender documents are being prepared to fa-
cilitate the appointment of a consultant to develop the preferred 

option identified via CFRAMS – the first step being to confirm the 
technical, environmental and economic viability of the proposal.
• Clarecastle (Thomond Villas):    This location is vulner-
able to flooding during periods when high tides and ancillary sea 
swells are manifest.   A hydrological assessment has identified a 
potential solution which would have a positive BCR.   A consultant 
is now to be engaged to facilitate detailed design and  prepara-
tion of a formal planning application – following which, pending 
confirmation of Planning Approval, an application for funding will 
be submitted to the OPW.
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Flood Relief Schemes:
•  Ballyvaughan: Following a hydrological assessment in relation to the problems experienced in Ballyvaughan, the proposed solu-
tion would involve capacity adjustment of the existing channel and outfall facilitating drainage of the catchment which heretofore 
hasn’t been able to cope in extreme flooding situations.  The BCR is marginally positive and a consultant is being appointed presently.  
The formal planning process should commence ca. April 2018 with approval anticipated by September 2018.  Pending funding ap-
proval, the tender process should get underway by October to be followed by a 4 month construction period. 
•   Murtyclough:  The N67 was closed to traffic for 6 weeks in late 2015/early 2016 and the recommended solution, following a hydro-
logical assessment, involves the provision of a pumping station to dispose of surplus flood water to Galway Bay.   There are significant 
environmental designations and sensitivities in the area and it has been confirmed that an NIS is required – meaning that the formal 
planning process has to be conducted by An Bord Pleannala. In this context, the planning process should commence in March with 
approval anticipated by September 2018.  Pending funding approval, the tender process should get underway by October to be fol-
lowed by a 4 to 6 month construction period. 
•   Kilkee: Following on from an extreme flood event in Kilkee in 2017 and taking account of the fact that the location is acknowledged 
in CFRAMS as one which is in need of further assessment, we propose to arrange for feasibility regarding the development of an 
appropriate flood defence scheme.  Tender documents are being prepared to facilitate the appointment of a consultant to develop 
the preferred option identified via CFRAMS – the first step being to confirm the technical, environmental and economic viability of 
the proposal.
•  Clarecastle (Thomond Villas):  This location is vulnerable to flooding during periods when high tides and ancillary sea swells are 
manifest.   A hydrological assessment has identified a potential solution which would have a positive BCR.   A consultant is now to 
be engaged to facilitate detailed design and  preparation of a formal planning application – following which, pending confirmation of 
Planning Approval, an application for funding will be submitted to the OPW.

CAPITAL PROJECTS:

The following is the up-to-date position in relation to a no. of strategic projects which are at various stages of development.
•   Killaloe By-Pass – It is expected that the construction of the entire project will go to tender in 2019 and the envisaged completion 
date would be circa late 2022.   Liaison is continuing to take place with property owners and acquisitions of the required lands is 
the current key objective – this is progressing well and some property acquisition has been agreed.    An allocation of €6,500,000 is 
included in the 2018 Schedule of Road Grants to facilitate continuation of this stage of the project. 
•   Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) –Due to the prospective change in the scope of the overall project, a detailed 
Project Appraisal is now being carried out and should be completed by the end of March.   Preliminary Design work will follow on 
immediately from this with a view to completion in draft format by the end of the second quarter of this year. The Preliminary Design 
phase facilitates the design of the new road within the route corridor which is now reflected in both the Clare and Limerick Develop-
ment Plans.    The design process will take account of, in so far as is feasible, local concerns by locating the road as appropriately as 
possible within the corridor and by incorporating whatever mitigating measures are required to ensure that any adverse environ-
mental or other impacts which may evolve are negated.  
•   Doolin Pier and Village – Following a meeting in December between representatives of the Doolin community and the West Clare 
MD Councillors it was concluded that a further submission from that community would be welcome – the submission has been re-
ceived by the Council and is being considered at present.   The Council hopes to be in a position to submit formal planning proposals 
in relation to the development of a new accommodation building, parking and other ancillary facilities at Doolin Pier over the coming 
months. 
•   Blakes Corner – The Part VIII Planning application was formally submitted to Clare Co Council in early January and the public 
consultation stage of same concluded recently.   Submissions are being considered and it is hoped to be in a position to bring a firm 
recommendation in relation to the proposal before the April meeting of the Council for consideration/approval.
•   N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme - Preliminary Design work is reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors have been 
briefed regarding the preferred route proposal.   There has been consultation with effected property owners and further survey and 
assessment is ongoing.  Ennis MD Councillors will be briefed before the Planning process for the project gets underway within a few 
months from now.
•   N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Transport Infrastructure Ireland has confirmed its support for this project and it’s willingness 
to allow it progress through initial stages of development – appraisal, feasibility and so on.  A topographical survey of the site com-
pleted late last year and the momentum will continue in 2018.
•   Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – Final approval to proceed to construction has been confirmed by the OPW.    Liaison with 
the approved contractor is ongoing in preparation for commencement of works on the ground which should get underway in 2 to 3 
months from now.  The project will be completed in 2020.
•   West Clare Railway Greenway – One to one consultation has been ongoing with potentially impacted property owners and at 
this stage approximately 55% have been engaged with.  The process of identification of the most appropriate route and associated 
deliberations with land owners will, by its nature, be time consuming and will be followed by the preparation of a briefing document 
to facilitate liaison with the Department of Transport regarding a strategic approach to be adapted in relation to the development of 
the overall project – almost 50km of cycleway along the route (in so far as is feasible) of the West Clare Railway.
•   Shannon Embankments:   The presently ongoing process of investigation and assessment of the Shannon Town and Airport Em-
bankments is nearing completion.  It is envisaged that the consultant’s report, complete with recommendations regarding a remedia-
tion approach (if found to be required) will be completed in draft format within a few weeks.    The current assessment programme 
is a joint endeavour involving the OPW and the Shannon Airport Authority and is being led by Clare Co Council.
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 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
WATER SERVICES

Water Services reform and other issues:

February was another busy month for Water Services.  There were 
a range of meetings with Irish Water on a variety of operational 
and capital issues.  Nationally, agreement is close on the opera-
tion and roll out of the Hand Held Units.   Other Transformation 
Projects including the Leakage Management System, Planned 
Maintenance, the Lab Strategy and the National Telemetry System 
continue to be progressed.

Discussions are ongoing at a national level further to the Ministers 
request for a Progress Report by Easter on the future operating 
model for the Water Services Industry.

• Asset Transfer - Prior to final vesting to Irish Water by Ministerial 
Order, all assets currently in the ownership of Clare County Council 
either have been or are being reviewed.  Some locations require 
first registration, others are held over multiple folios and need to 
be consolidated while more are contained within a larger folio and 
requires subdivision.  The Team here work closely with the PRAI 
(Property Registration  Association of Ireland) in this regard prior 
to advising the Irish Water NSPO (National Special Projects Office).  
Work in relation to Asset Transfer is ongoing.  

Water & Wastewater operational – key points

Water Operations staff continue to make improvements to plants 
and network where possible and work closely with Irish Water and 
Contractors in this regard.  In advance of Storm Emma and Cold 
Spell forecast for the end of February, a number of measures were 
put in place to ensure we were as prepared as we could be.  Reser-
voirs were monitored, adequate supplies of Chemicals were pro-
cured and access and emergency issues that may have arisen were 
considered.  The most significant individual operational items dur-
ing the month were:

• Water 
• In February, work associated with the Disinfection Project to try 
to complete the commissioning of various sites on the Disinfection 
Project continued.
• A number of significant bursts were dealt with and long term so-
lutions were discussed with Irish Water to prevent/minimise their 
reoccurrence.

Wastewater:
• The proposed new sub-station for Kilkee pumping station is cur-
rently at tender stage with a proposed construction completion 
date before the commencement of the Blue Flag beach season. 
We are liaising closely with the ESB on this project to ensure a 
smooth power transition to the new substation when completed. 
• Despite some inclement weather in February there were no 
major incidents to report in Wastewater operations during the 
month.

Capital Projects

• Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers 
for the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP) in County 
Clare following a tender process.
• The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomerations 
in Clare (Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) as well as 
continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin and Kil-
fenora. Lahinch WWTP has now also being included for improve-
ment works.
• Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in 
addition to the CIP 2017-2021. These involve 5 Clare towns and 
villages with less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities 
– Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush & Liscannor.  RPS con-
sulting engineers have been appointed by IW and the project has 
commenced with a review of the Gate 1 studies and the submis-
sion of the Design Inception Report. Pre-planning meetings with 
Clare County Council Planning Department have concluded.
• Hereunder is a summary of any changes in status of significant 
capital projects:

WATER PROJECTS
Rockmount WTP Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:

• Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
• Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
• Construct new 1,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP. 
• Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with Irish Water Specifications.
• Water Mains Upgrade for approx. 5.5km between Miltown Malbay and Mullagh.

Documents have been exchanged with the preferred contractor for the mains replacement 
and an appointment is expected shortly.

Survey Work at the Reservoir is continuing. The Asbestos survey of the existing WTP has been 
completed and this report will form part of the Planning Application.

Networks Portfolio Works on the Networks Portfolio will include establishment of District Metering Area’s and a 
countywide Find & Fix leak programme, initial locations in Shannon MD and West Clare MD 
have been agreed and works commenced week beginning 29th January.  The mains upgrade 
in Newmarket on Fergus is scheduled to commence in late April 2018 and possibly sooner if 
circumstances permit. 

Water Treatment Plant Upgrades Old & New Doolough,  Corofin and Ballymacraven WTP have been approved for upgrades. 
RPS has been appointed as Consultants and site visits have taken place. 
Data gathering on the Project is ongoing.

Bealaha Mains Replacement 1.5km of mains replacement; Healy-Rae Ltd from Kerry has been appointed Contractor to 
this project.
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RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:

•  Following the Tier 3 meeting with Irish Water in December, Williamstown 
GWS in Whitegate was inspected in late December and was subsequently taken 
in charge by Irish Water on the 10th January 2018. Following the inspection of 
Nutfield GWS, Barefield in late January, the GWS was formally taken in charge 
by Irish Water on the 7th February 2018.  

•  Further to the publication of the Department on Housing, Planning and Local 
Government Rural Water Programme interim allocation, Clare County Council 
have requested Group Water Schemes to submit grant applications currently. 
The early publication of the allocation will allow for schemes to complete up-
grade works earlier in 2018.  Schemes are also urged to submit their subsidy 
applications for 2017 so as payment can be processed promptly.

•  The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes to ensure their mem-
bers have a robust and sustainable quality and quantity supply of water avail-
able to them.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clare UTAS
• Ballyvaughan; • Clarecastle
• Kilkee; • Kilrush; Liscannor

RPS has been appointed as Consulting Engineers. A Design Inception Report has been sub-
mitted and accepted by IW.  The projects under UTAS are currently at pre-planning stage.

Clare CIP 2017-2021
• Shannon WwTP; • Ennistymon 
WwTP; • Lahinch WwTP; 
Newmarket on Fergus Outfall

Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers and has commenced the 
Gate 1 studies. An interim upgrade Design Options Report has been submitted for Shannon 
WwTP which is under review with IW.

Shannon wastewater treatment 
plant upgrade phase 1 – inlet 
works

Project Completed – The Final Account is agreed.

Francis Street Pumpstation 
Upgrade 

The project will involve an upgrade of the four pumps in the storm overflow chamber and 
ancillary works. Cantwell Electrical Engineering has been appointed Contractor to this 
project.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the con-
sultant and is under review by Irish Water. Third part surveys have been completed.   The 
data arising from the surveys has been submitted to the Consultants.

Quin WWTP upgrade This project has now advanced to Detailed Design Stage. Site investigations and third party 
surveys have been completed.

Flow Monitoring Project Snagging of this project is ongoing

NCAP – National Certificate of 
Authorisation Programme

This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 
and their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon Meelick and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare 
have been included in the first round of assessments. RPS has been appointed as Consult-
ants to this project, initial site surveys are scheduled for the week ending 02nd March.

IWSS – Inlet Works, Storm & 
Sludge 

This programme aims to assess WWTP for upgrade works in three areas – Inlet Screen 
Works, Storm Capacity and Sludge Handling. J.B. Barry Consultants have been appointed 
and data gathering has commenced for three sites in Clare – Miltown Malbay WWTP, Inagh 
WWTP and Kilmihil.

Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities) NOV ‘17 YEAR TO DATE
Number of Emergency Calls Attended 76 161

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received 9 14
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted 9 15

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated 0 0

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received 7 11

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted 3 8
Number of Commencement Notices Received 38 67
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints 1 5
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ENVIRONMENT

Waste Regulation and Management 

• Returns for the 2017 RMCEI report have been submitted to 
the EPA along with the 2018 inspection programme. 2018 in-
spections are already underway, with road checkpoints and 
Certificate of Registration inspections progressing. Inspections 
of tyre producers will be targeted for the month of March.

Waste Enforcement 

•  Work continues in policing and prosecution of illegal waste 
activity throughout the County. A total of 69 new complaints 
(All areas) were opened on the central records system in Febru-
ary and remain open into March, the majority of which relate 
to illegal dumping. 
•  Two successful prosecutions were brought against individuals 
in February for dumping and littering offences. Further prosecu-
tions are being prepared and are expected in court in March.
The use of social media remains ongoing in the battle against 
fly-tipping and illegal dumping. This will be stepped up in the 
coming months with specific waste streams and areas being 
targeted.

•  Application for the Anti-Dumping Initiative 2018 is complete 
with 8 sites throughout the county being identified initially. Site 
clean-ups, CCTV & signage installation and increased awareness 
campaign are just some of the works planned as part of this 
initiative. Further sites may be added in due course, depending 
on the level of funding made available.

Capital projects

•  Jada Projects Ltd has been appointed as main contractor for 
the construction of the public toilets and amenity building in 
Spanish Point. A prestart meeting is planned early March, with 
the project expected to move to site soon thereafter.

An Taisce Awards

•  Green Coast Award applications were submitted to An Taisce  
in relation to Ballyalla Lake, Seafield and Bishops Quarter. All 
received Green Coast Flags in 2017.
•  An application was made for a Green Flag for Parks, on behalf 
of Vandeleur Walled Garden, Kilrush. 

Central Waste Management Facility, Ballyduffbeg, Inagh

•  The deadline for receipt of completed applications for the 
Central Waste Management Facility Community Fund was ex-

tended until 31st May 2018.

Clare Repair Directory

• Repair professional or business owners across Co. Clare have 
been invited to participate in Ireland’s upcoming online repair 
directory at www.repairmystuff.ie which is due to be launched 
in the coming weeks. Categories of repair include clothes and 
bags, large and small appliances, electronics, bicycles,  leath-
er and shoes; watches and jewellery, computer and mobile 
phones, Lawnmowers & garden machinery. To be included in 
this new repair directory interested businesses are advised to 
email envawareness@clarecoco.ie or telephone 065 6846386.

National Tree Week

• To celebrate National Tree Week, Clare County Council in con-
junction with the Tree Council of Ireland and Coillte are mak-
ing young native trees available FREE to Community Groups for 
planting in public open spaces.
• Groups were asked to express interest in availing of these 
trees during the month of February.  Trees will be made avail-
able on a first come first serve basis at the Gardening Section, 
Cois na hAbhna on Monday, 5th and Tuesday, 6th March 2018 
between the hours of 9am to 1pm and 1:45pm to 4pm.  Com-
munity groups undertake to plant these native trees in a suit-
able location, in its own locality during National Tree Week.  

Climate Change update

•  There have been a number of developments  in relation to Cli-
mate Change recently, namely 1 – Climate Change Regional Of-
fices and 2 – National Development Plan (Project Ireland 2040).
•  Climate Change Regional Offices are being set up and staff 
appointments are being made on the basis of a shared service.  
There will be four regional offices, namely Dublin Metropolitan 
area, Eastern and Midlands Region, Atlantic Seaboard North 
and Atlantic Seaboard South.
•  Clare is part of the Atlantic Seaboard South.  The lead county 
is Cork, which includes Cork County Council in conjunction with 
UCC and CIT.  We understand that the process will commence 
with a regional plan, then to develop local plans.  The Regional 
Offices will work with each Local Authority to develop adapta-
tion plans tailored to suit the particular county. 
•  The National Development Plan includes details in relation to 
the transition to a low carbon and climate resilient society. Stra-
tegic investment priorities are listed from 2018 to 2027. These 
are high level national priorities. An allocation of €21.8 billion is 
intended over the lifetime of the plan, of which €7.6 billion will 
be from central exchequer funding and €14.2 billion from non 
exchequer funding.
•  The focus of investment will include the following:
- Investment in energy efficiency with upgrades to private 
homes, to achieve a BER rating of ‘B’; 
- Renewable heat support scheme for businesses; 
- Renewable electricity support scheme (large energy users/
businesses);
- There is a national target to have 0.5m electric vehicles on the 
roads by 2030;
-  To expand the re-fuelling network for alternatively fuelled ve-
hicles and
- Conversion of Moneypoint Electricity Plant to end the burning 
of coal by 2025.
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THE MONTH IN PICTURES
                          FEBRUARY 2018                                                                                   

Construction work is in progress at the Cliffs of Moher 
Visitor centre on the new coach park reception building. 

The facility is due to be completed in June 2018.

Clare Local Enterprise Week (5-9 March) was launched by Minister 
for State Pat Breen, in the presence of Linda Earlie and Padraic 

McElwee of Local Enterprise Office Clare.

Councillor Michael Hillery and Councillor Christy Curtin 
pictured outside the Miltown Malbay Digital Hub ahead 

of its official opening later in March.

Clare County Council last month received confirmation from 
Mr. Kevin Moran, T.D., Minister of State with responsibility for 
the Office of Public Works (OPW) and Flood Relief, of his deci-

sion to allocate funding totalling €8.6m for the River Fergus 
(Ennis South) Flood Relief Scheme.

During February, Environment Enforcement Staff, in conjunc-
tion with An Garda Síochána, carried out road checkpoints in the 
Clarecastle and Roslevan areas of Ennis in the vicinity of known 
illegal dumping sites. The exercise was multi-purpose, to detect 

individuals attempting to illegally dump material and at the same 
time check for Waste Collection Permits where relevant. 

Group pictured at the Lough Derg Blueway networking event at The 
Killaloe Hotel. Guest speakers included Bobby Kerr (entrepreneur 
and businessman) and Pól Ó Conghaile (Travel Writer & Editor).
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