
Tuarascáil Mhíosúil ón Phríomhfheidhmeannach
Monthly Management Report

Eanáir 2018 / January 2018

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Pg. 2-3

RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

 Pgs. 4-5

FINANCE &
SUPPORT SERVICES

Pg. 14

SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Pgs. 12-13

PHYSICAL
DEVELOPMENT

Pgs. 6-11

1



Pride of Place Success for Clare

The winners of the IPB Pride of Place Awards in association with 
Co-operation Ireland were announced on 2nd December 2017 
at a gala awards ceremony in Letterkenny. The awards acknowl-
edged the achievements and the invaluable work undertaken by 
volunteers and those involved in local community development.

CLG Cuar an Chlair Health & Wellbeing Team in Co Clare took one 
of the Special Awards announced. The judges said it was “an ini-
tiative highlighting the unique strength and penetrative power of 
the GAA to promote a wide range of measures that improve so-
cial integration and go far beyond the requirements of the playing 
population to benefit the wider community”.

The second finalist from Clare was the Clare Underage Disco Ini-
tiative.  In September 2012, a multi-agency public order initiative 
to facilitate the effective policing of teenage discos of Ennis town 
was formulated by An Garda Síochána in Ennis. The initiative has 
ensured that teenagers have the opportunity to enjoy themselves 
in a safe and controlled alcohol free environment. It has also en-
sured parental concerns of the well-being of their children have 
been addressed.

In brief, this multi-agency initiative involving Gardaí, Civil Defence, 
school staff, parents, paramedics, Fire Service staff and other 

stakeholders has resulted in monthly underage discos being held 
which cater for 1,800 teenagers from Clare and neighbouring 
counties.  Tangible benefits such as reductions in assaults, drunk-
enness, complaints from members of the public, strengthening of 
multi-agency co-operation, parental and business community in-
volvement are evident. The local economy benefits with parents 
spending money in the town in shops, restaurants, etc while wait-
ing for their children.  The initiative provides a social outlet for 
teenagers and has enhanced Ennis’ status as a ‘Purple Flag’ town. 

Sponsored by IPB, the Pride of Place competition was initiated 15 
years ago through a Co-operation Ireland programme to acknowl-
edge the invaluable work undertaken by volunteers and those 
involved in local community development. It has grown into the 
largest competition recognising community development achieve-
ments on the island of Ireland.

The winners were presented with their awards by Minister Joe 
McHugh TD, Government Chief Whip & Minister of State for 
Gaeilge, An Ghaeltacht and the Islands, Cathaoirleach of Donegal 
County Council, Cllr Gerry McMonagle, Dr Christopher Moran, 
Chairman Co-operation Ireland, Michael McGreal, Vice Chair IPB 
Insurance and Tom Dowling, Chairperson, Pride of Place Commit-
tee.

Tom Dowling, Chairperson of IPB Pride of Place Competition said 
“This unique competition is about showing respect and inclusion 
for every sector in our communities, young, old, rich or poor and 
creating communities to which the people are proud to say they 
belong”. He added that he was delighted that this year’s gala cer-
emony was held in Donegal.
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The Rural Development Directorate recently met with Doonbeg 
Community Development Ltd to discuss their various commu-
nity projects.  Amongst  their range of projects was the €64,000 
Town and Village Renewal grant for the local walks project.  
Doonbeg Community Development is currently engaging with 
4 local project engineers/designers to examine options for the 
construction of the walks and bring to planning permission 
stage.  The first half of the walk from Doonbeg Castle to the 
White Strand will leave from the Village and extend to Doon-
more Castle as a priority.  The cliff walk along the Blue Pool 
in the second stage of the project and the third phase will be 
the completion of the first walk from Doonmore Castle to the 
White Strand.  The aim is to have the final design by January 
in order to proceed to planning.  It is expected to reach the 
project completion deadline of Mid-2018.

Doonbeg Walks Project
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Mr. Pat Spillane, Ambassador for Rural Development recently 
visited rural development projects in Clare. The focus of his 
visit was to meet with the LCDC to highlight the importance of 
Rural Development in the implementation of the LECP (Local 
Economic & Community Plan).  Together with Leonard Cleary, 
Director of Rural Development and West Clare Municipal Dis-
trict (Acting) he also met with LCDC Chief Officer, Monica Mee-
han, Broadband Officer  Urban MCMahon, Head of LEO Padraic 
McElwee, local businesses and CLDC.

A Rural Development Forum meeting was held on 1st Decem-
ber 2017 to review progress on the implementation of the Ru-
ral Development Strategy.  

Forum members received updates on the 8 strategy targets:
1. Social Enterprises
2. Multi-Service Centres
3. Co-operating Towns and Parishes
4. Managing the Environment
5. Age Friendly
6. Rural Way of Life
7. Broadband & Digital
8. Transport, Education & Water 

There was also a discussion on a model of transitioning from a 
community development voluntary group to a social enterprise 
voluntary group.

Healthy Ireland, A Framework for Improved Health and Wellbe-
ing 2013-2025 is the national framework for action to improve 
the health and wellbeing of Ireland over the coming generation. 

In 2016, the Government approved the creation of a Healthy 
Ireland Fund with an initial allocation of €5 million approved 
in Budget 2017 to establish the Fund and to support the im-
plementation of Healthy Ireland programmes and projects in a 
variety of settings. 

Clare’s Local Community Development Committees (LCDC) and 
the Children and Young People’s Services Committees (CYPSCs) 
submitted a joint application and have secured €138,400 in 
funding for Healthy Ireland Projects. 

A total of 16 projects are being implemented by 10 groups and 
organisations across the county. Projects include Afterschool 
Activity Clubs, Swimming Classes for Children on the Autistic 
Spectrum, Sports Wheelchairs, Fundamental Movement Skills 
Programmes, FUTSAL Development, Health & Wellbeing Camps, 
Older Adults Physical Activities, Mobile Apps for Outdoor Walks 
and various sports equipment. 

New Age Friendly Strategy
An Age Friendly Strategic Planning Session was held in the 
Civic Room, Buttermarket Building on 22nd November 2017.

Various agencies linked to the Age Friendly Programme were 
in attendance including elected members representing each 
Municipal District and Council staff. The purpose of the ses-
sion was to discuss the actions that will form the new Age 
Friendly Strategy in 2018. 

The focus of the actions was around 6 suggested themes for 
the new strategy:-
• Age Friendly Town (pilot Ennis)
• Age Friendly Rural Initiative 
• Age Friendly Business Recognition Programme
• Age Friendly Annual Exhibition
• Age Friendly Airport (Shannon)
• Health & Wellbeing of older people

Cathaoirleach Cllr. Tom McNamara opened the session, and 
Age Friendly Ireland’s National Programme Manager, Cather-
ine McGuigan was overall facilitator. All participating agencies 
have until Friday 22nd December to give feedback before the 
strategy is drafted.
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Pat Spillane meets LCDC

Rural Development Forum meets
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PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
December 2017 - Key Activities

Development Management

• 64 planning applications were received by Clare County 
Council in December. The total number of planning applications re-
ceived for 2017 was 1,006.

• 18 pre-planning applications were received during the 
month of December bringing the number received for 2017 to 293.  

• 250 of the 293 preplanning applications received in 2017 
have been closed out.

Enforcement

• Enforcement – 13 complaints were received, 5 warning 
letters were issued, 5 enforcement notices were served and 8 files 
were closed during the month of December.

Taking in Charge

• The Planning Authority has commenced the statutory 
process on 23 estates in 2017 with the process completed on 20 of 
these. 

• Significant progress has been made on the completion of 
works on many other estates which will result in the advertisement 
of these for Taking in Charge early in the New Year, once final in-
spections have been completed.

• The Director of Service on behalf of the Elected Members 
and the estates unit recently advocated to the Department by way 
of letter that we would welcome the opportunity to pilot an incen-
tive or scheme to assist Clare County Council to complete develop-
ments where the bonds, for a variety of reasons, are insufficient to 
complete the required works.  It is hoped that such an initiative, 
similar to that provided in 2016, would allow the estates team to 
continue to progress and accelerate the taking in charge of residen-
tial developments in the County.

Conservation and Built Heritage

• The Department of Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht Af-
fairs announced two national conservation grant schemes for 
2018.  €1.324m is being allocated nationally under the Structures 
at Risk Fund 2018 while Clare County Council has been allocated 
€50,000 under the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2018.  Full 
details of both grants schemes are available on www.clarecoco.ie.  
Closing date for receipt of applications for both grant schemes is 
31st January 2018.

• The Architectural Conservation Officer met with Creative 
Ireland, Clare to introduce a Built Heritage, Architecture Project.

• Two Section 57 Declarations were issued in December to 
permit essential works to Protected Structures in the County.

• The Architectural Conservation Officer facilitated a Build-
ing Lime Course in Killinaboy on the 5th, 6th and 7th of Decem-
ber 2017 which was funded by Burren / Cliffs of Moher Geopark 
LIFE programme.  It was attended by 22 people, most of whom 
were involved in the construction industry as masons, block layers 
and plasterers, with many from the local community interested in 
the repair and consolidation of the numerous historic ruins in the 

locality.  The course comprised of talks and reviews of case stud-
ies, site inspections and practical sessions using a mobile lime kiln 
to demonstrate the manufacture of lime from local limestone. It 
was agreed by all that the course was a major success, introducing 
many alternatives in the use of building materials and showing the 
advantage in using hydraulic lime for many different applications 
in promoting better and more suitable practices in all aspects of 
building.  The advantages of lime and its ventilation properties in 
improving the general health of those working and living in such 
buildings was also highlighted.  On the completion of the course, 
participants were presented with Certificates of Attendance.

Heritage

• Both the Clare Heritage Plan 2017-2023 and the Clare 
Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2023 were endorsed by the Elected 
Members at the December Council meeting. The County Heritage 
Plan focuses on a number of identified actions to be implemented 
under the themes of community, training and education, sustain-
able tourism, built heritage, cultural heritage, and biodiversity, 
climate change and green infrastructure planning, while the Clare 
Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2023 seeks to promote, protect and 
enhance the biodiversity of County Clare and to achieve the aims 
of the National Biodiversity Action Plan, Ireland’s Vision for Biodi-
versity, 2017-2021.

Forward Planning

• Ennis Public Realm Projects – Consultant Nicholas de Jong 
& Associates made a presentation to the Ennis Municipal District 
Elected Members on two public realm projects in Ennis, which was 
well received with positive feedback.  The projects are for the en-
hancement of Old Barrack Street/Barrack Square and for the re-
vitalisation of the network of the town centre laneways in Ennis 
and are co-funded by both the Heritage Council and Clare County 
Council.

• The Shannon Estuary Walk Project (funded by DAHRRG 
Recreational Funding) – the main contractor has started works on 
new footpaths/cycleways and the upgrading of existing along the 
estuary. 
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PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT (cont’d)

• Count number 7 of the Bird Usage Survey for the Shannon 
Estuary was completed on the 18th and 19th of December as part 
of the implementation of the SIFP – led by the Planning Depart-
ment. 

• The Planning Department was represented at the National 
Data centre Conference in Dublin building on the launch of the in-
vitation of Expressions of Interest for Data centres in Clare, due to 
close on 19th January 2017.

• An Ennis Spatial and Economic Strategy 2040 was opened 
for tender seeking consultants to undertake the spatial and eco-
nomic strategy in 2018. The Plan will build on the Clare County De-
velopment Plan and will take an longer term view to ensure that 
Ennis and its environs a) has a clear economic vision and b) sets a 
economic plan and framework to prosper and achieve this vision.

TOURISM
December 2017 - Key Activities

•  Clare Tourism hosted a special screening of ‘Star Wars: The 
Last Jedi’ at Empire Movieplex in Ennis. Scenes from the Disney 
production were shot on location at Loop Head, County Clare.

•   A Festival and Events Guide 2018 was prepared in conjunction 
with Clare Tourism and launched in December the on Clare.ie 
website www.clare.ie/events. Hard copies are being distributed 
across the county in early January. 

•   Clare has been named one of the ‘Best Places to Go’ in 2018 
by one of the world’s most reputable travel guidebooks, From-
mer’s.  The Frommer’s team of editors and writers chooses loca-
tions they believe are the best holiday destinations for the year 
ahead. They cited Star Wars: The Last Jedi as one of the calling 
cards that led to the inclusion of Co. Clare on the list, stating that 
“The rugged western coast of Ireland isn’t just one of the best 

EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

•   LEO Clare hosted our biggest market event of the year 
in ChristmasFest. The event was run over two days and involved 
over twenty local businesses. The event was alos used to support 
Clare Crusaders who provided “Santa” and Cahercalla Hospice. 
The event also showcased local bands and Choirs who provided 
the festival cheer. 

•   Clare’s IBYE Final Night took place on Thursday 14th De-
cember in the Civic Room, Drumbiggle, Ennis. The ceremony was 
attended by Minister of State for Trade, Employment, Business, 
EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection, Pat Breen TD and 
Cathaoirleach Tom McNamara who both presented the awards 
to the three successful winners. These were for Best Business 
Idea, Ciara McGuane, Rathú (Ennis), Best Start up Business Cris-
tiona Ní Hici, Kombucha (Lahinch) and Best established Business, 
Ciara O’ Halloran, Redbank Food Company (Newquay). Each re-
ceived a financial prize to use for their business and will now rep-
resent Clare in the Regional Finals in January.

•   As part of a new initiative Clare LEO in conjunction with 
Trump International Doonbeg were able to arrange nine sepa-
rate local secondary schools to take part in the Christmas Mar-
ket. The schools sold their own designed products and test their 
business plans in which they will be judged in the Student Enter-
prise Competition which will take place in the New Year.
•   On December 6th LEO Clare’s Women in Business Net-
work held their final event of the year. This was the best attend-
ed event of the year with over fifty attendees as the programme 
continues to grow in popularity. The event was held in the Wood-
stock Hotel and with special guest Actress, Presenter and Entre-
preneur Aoibhín Garrihy. 
•   LEO Clare held their Evaluation committee meeting on 
December 12th in which twelve local businesses were grant aid-
ed a combined total of €289,425.
•   As part of “Gifted”, a National Food and Craft Festival 
held in the RDS Dublin, five LEO Clare clients were subsidised to 
attend the festival which ran from the 5th to 10th of December. 
This was a great opportunity for the small businesses to promote 
themselves on a national scale. This was our first time participat-
ing in this event and feedback from the participating enterprises 
has been very positive. 
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ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

• The overlay work which had been scheduled for 2016 for 
Bealaha on the N67, but couldn’t proceed because watermain 
rehabilitation works which had been planned by Irish Water 
didn’t go ahead, is to proceed in the near future as agreement 
was reached with Irish Water to the effect that when the Water-
main Rehabilitation Works proceed, the overlay works will also 
proceed as a sub-contract of the watermain project – tenders 
have been submitted and works are expected to get underway 
in the new year.   

• With regard to the 2017 Roadworks Programme the 
following are the overall allocations confirmed from the three 
funding sources which facilitate the overall budget provision:
- €923,000 from the TII in respect of National Routes – but ex-
cluding the annual overlay programme which was confirmed 
later in the year (in June).  
- €14,803,865 from the DTTAS in respect of Non-National routes 
– an increase of 13.8% over 2016.
- €2,839,359 from the Council’s Own Resources – an increase of 
0.77% when compared with the 2016 allocation. 
- The foregoing adds up to a total fund of €18,566,224.

• Implementation of the Roadworks Programme as ap-
proved in the 2017 SMDW is substantially completed.  

• With regard to the Latoon Bridge remediation project, 

the initiation contract – to facilitate diversion of services – is 
completed and the main contract is underway since November 
27th – this, regrettably, involves a road closure and traffic diver-
sion over a period of approximately 6 months.

• The annual overlay programme contracts are complet-
ed at various locations – including at 4 locations on the National 
Secondary Route network (2 sections of the N67 between Kil-
rush and Moneypoint, one section of the N68 at Darragh and 
the Square in Kilrush). Total contract values were almost €3m.

• CIS private contributions payable were only submitted 
in respect of 14 applications (out of a total of 28) and, as a re-
sult, the value of the programme was a little less than envisaged 
at the outset - approximately €200,000 - implementation of the 
programme is substantially completed.

• Grants totalling €869,000 were confirmed by the Dept 
of Rural and Community in September and November in respect 
of a Local Improvement Scheme programme for 2017.   A total of 
27 schemes went  ahead and the programme of works pertain-
ing to same is nearing completion.

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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Clare County Council has responsibility for the management 
and maintenance of more almost 14,000 public lights in the 
county (CCC does not have responsibility for those pertaining 
to the Motorway Network).  These lights are maintained under 
contract by Airtricity – in general, the contract is working well 
and in compliance in that the number of public lights which are 
out of order at any time doesn’t exceed 2%.   

Public Lighting is the single biggest energy consumption compo-
nent of the Councils infrastructure and significant investment is 
required in this area if the current statutory target of achieving 
a carbon footprint reduction of 33% (based on 2009 levels) by 
2020 is to materialise – options to facilitate progress in this re-

gard are being examined – both in local and National contexts.  
To date, almost half of the target reduction has been achieved 
and so the challenge ahead in this regard is considerable.   The 
fact that the National Inventory of Public Lights has been updat-
ed is key to achievement of the objective.   The National Public 
Lighting steering group is of the view that an investment of be-
tween €250 and €300 million is required (Nationally) to provide 
the necessary upgrade to the infrastructure over the next 3.5 
years.   Present indications are that financial arrangements may 
be put in place to facilitate Local Authorities in upgrading to LED 
technology which in turn would support very significant energy 
savings   The aspiration is that every Local Authority would pay 
back the cost of the finance as energy savings evolve and so, 
the endeavour shouldn’t make any difference to the LA in terms 
of what would have to be budgeted for.   Such a concept could 
not apply in relation to the large scale infrastructural (columns, 
cabling, civils and so on) work which is required and which is 
likely to demand significant additional direct budget input from 
the Council over the next few years. 

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options 
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 
• Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricityso-
lutions.com 
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre – 1850 372 772 
• Local Authority Identification – via www.clarecoco.ie

PUBLIC LIGHTING
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STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)
•              Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €16.1 million.  
• The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €2.9 million.   The programme is 
substantially completed with the exception of the extension of the already completed Promenade revetment project in a Southerly 
direction at the back of Lahinch village – planning approval has already been confirmed but the outcome of the ancillary Foreshore 
Lease application is awaited.
• Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table.   
The cost of Feasibility Studies and other ancillary outlay is being separately funded by the Office of Public Works and is not part of 
the sums referred to under the previous 2 bullet points.
• The final Feasibility Report to be submitted will be in relation to Doolin as referred to in the above table.   Once this is 
submitted, we propose to arrange a meeting with the OPW early in the New Year with a view to determination of position from it’s 
point of view and to emphasise the urgency of development of a funding stream to facilitate the formal Planning and construction 
stages of these projects.

The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:
PROJECT CURRENT SITUATION
Cloughaninchy The most recent proposal submitted to the OPW has been approved in principle and an allocation 

of €36,000 has been confirmed to facilitate design and submission as a formal Planning application 
– the Planning process is to get underway at the beginning of January.

New Quay/Aughinish The Feasibility Study has been completed by the consultants and submitted to the OPW for its 
consideration. 

Doolin The Feasibility Study is substantially completed.  A meeting has taken place between the consult-
ants and the consultants who are leading the Doolin Harbour and Masterplan development project 
to reconcile matters of common interest n relation to coastal defence requirements.    The project 
consultant is now in a position to complete the Feasibility Study which will be submitted to the 
OPW for its consideration in February, 2018.

Liscannor Bay Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW –response currently awaited from the OPW.

Lahinch South Consultants design work ongoing.   The formal planning process (Part VIII) concluded in May.    The 
ancillary Foreshore Licence Application process is ongoing and an outcome is awaited.   This coastal 
strengthening project will proceed as soon as possible after the Foreshore Lease is confirmed.

Whitestrand (Milt), Quilty Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – response awaited.
Spanish Point The OPW has indicated it needs further clarification to support the BCR in relation to this project 

and has advised that, if approved, it would be dealt with under the Minor Works Programme.
Ross Bay Strengthening requirements – application to appoint consultant to carry out Feasibiliry Study still 

under consideration by the OPW.
Kilbaha Feasibility Study completed and  submitted to the OPW – BCR in relation to proposed solution is 

positive – awaiting outcome from OPW.
Atlantic Coastline/IFA The environmental issues around Lough Donnell remain sensitive and the Environmental Consult-

ants are presently endeavouring to determine what the most appropriate formal Planning ap-
proach should be.   

Estuary Coastline/IFA An embankment repair works contract (contractor appointed) is about to get underway in relation 
to 10 sites.   Work has progressed well on the repair of 3 sluices – at Ballycorick, Ross Bay and Fodra.

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact

Arising from the extreme flood events of the 2015/16 Winter 
period, the Council has been pursuing feasible solutions in a 
number of areas with a view to minimisation of risk in the event 
that situations of a similar nature occur again.    Among the 
locations under consideration are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, 
Ballyvaughan, Murtyclough (near New Quay) and Kilkee – the 
up to date position in relation to each is as follows:                                                                   
•  Springfield, Clonlara: The appointed consultants have com-
menced their work and are presently gathering all relevant in-
formation, having had a detailed consultation with local resi-
dents.   Following completion of a technical, environmental 
and economic appraisal, the formal Planning process should 
commence in March of 2018 – to be completed in July and to 
be followed by tender and construction.  Pending confirmation 
of required approvals and availability of funding, construction 

should get underway during the 3rd quarter of 2018 – a 4 to 6 
month construction period is envisaged.

• Miltown Malbay:  A hydrological assessment of the 
Northern part of the town, centred around Church Street has 
been completed and proposes a solution which would involve 
upgrading of existing culvert and drainage infrastructure as well 
as extension of the down-gradiant open channel system to fa-
cilitate efficient disposal of surface water to the Cleadagh River.   
A consultant was appointed and is well advanced at present on 
preparation of a formal planning application, to be followed by 
application to the OPW for funding to implement the proposed 
solution.     The formal planning process should commence be-
fore the end of January with approval anticipated by May 2018.  
Pending funding approval, the tender process should get under-
way by mid-Summer to be followed by a 6 month construction 
period.
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WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact (cont’d)

• Ballyvaughan: A hydrological assessment in relation to 
the problems experienced in Ballyvaughan has been completed.   
The proposed solution would involve capacity adjustment of the 
existing channel and outfall facilitating drainage of the catchment 
which heretofore hasn’t been able to cope in extreme flooding situ-
ations.    The BCR is marginally positive and a consultant is to be 
appointed shortly.  The formal planning process should commence 
circa March, 2018 with approval anticipated by September 2018.  
Pending funding approval, the tender process should get underway 
by October to be followed by a 4 month construction period. 
• Murtyclough:  The N67 was closed to traffic for 6 weeks 
in late 2015/early 2016 and the recommended solution, following 
a hydrological assessment, involves the provision of a pumping sta-
tion to dispose of surplus flood water to Galway Bay.   There are 
significant environmental designations and sensitivities in the area. 
The formal planning process should commence circa January, 2018 
with approval anticipated by September 2018.  Pending funding ap-
proval, the tender process should get underway by October to be 
followed by a 4 to 6 month construction period.
• Kilkee: Following on from an extreme flood event in Kil-
kee in February, and taking account of the fact that the location is 
acknowledged in CFRAMS as one which is in need of further assess-
ment, we propose to arrange for feasibility regarding the develop-
ment of an appropriate flood defence scheme.   Tender documents 
are being prepared to facilitate the appointment of a consultant to 
develop the preferred option identified via CFRAMS – the first step 
being to confirm the technical, environmental and economic viabil-
ity of the proposal.

CAPITAL PROJECTS

• Killaloe By-Pass - The protracted Judicial Review and subsequent 
appeals concluded in November, 2016 with confirmation of final 
approval for the project.     Notices to Treat were served and the 
submissions received in response to same have been examined.    
Liaison is taking place with property owners and acquisitions of the 
required lands is the current key objective – this is progressing well 
and some property acquisition has been agreed.    An allocation of 
€500,000 is included in the 2017 Schedule of Road Grants to facili-
tate this. 

• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – In May of this 
year, Limerick City and County Council passed the variation pertain-
ing to the Limerick element of the project – meaning that the entire 
route corridor is now identified and reserved in both the Limerick 
and Clare Development Plans.  The momentum of the Preliminary 
Design work on the project has resumed to pre-July, 2015 levels 
and will continue until a draft design for the scheme is completed.   
While the route corridor, as approved in the aforementioned LCCC 
Variation, remains the same as was proposed prior to July 2015, the 
proposed junction at the Limerick end of the project is now depict-
ed as an amalgamation with the nearby and also required upgrade 
of Junction 28 on the M7 motorway including associated ancillary 
improvements to deal with traffic capacity deficiencies in the vicin-
ity.    This has an impact on the scope of the overall project and, 
in this context, the funding agency, the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport (DTTaS) has requested that a detailed Project Ap-
praisal of what is now proposed be carried out – this is standard 
procedure – before the overall Preliminary Design is completed.   
Work on the Project Appraisal has commenced and should be com-
pleted by the end of the first quarter of 2018 and it is envisaged that 
the outstanding Preliminary Design work will follow on immediately 
from this with a view to completion in draft format by the end of 
the second quarter of next year. The Preliminary Design phase fa-

cilitates the design of the new road within the route corridor which 
is now reflected in both the Clare and Limerick Development Plans.    
The road, when constructed, will occupy a footprint of significantly 
less width that that of the corridor.   Therefore, the design process 
will take account of, in so far as is feasible, local concerns by locat-
ing the road as appropriately as possible within the corridor and by 
incorporating whatever mitigating measures are required to ensure 
that any adverse environmental or other impacts which may evolve 
are negated.    There will be a further update on completion of the 
aforementioned Project Appraisal.

• Blakes Corner – During the second half of 2016, separate deter-
minations from TII and An Bord Pleannala confirmed that a single 
stage approach to development of the project would have to be 
adapted and that the appropriate Planning Process to deal with it 
would be the Part VIII procedure.   The Part VIII Planning application 
was formally submitted to Clare Co Council on December 21st.

• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The project has been ap-
proved by the OPW.    Tenders have been submitted and their as-
sessment by the project consultants has concluded.    Final approval 
to proceed to construction is awaited from the OPW.

• West Clare Railway Greenway – Construction work is completed 
on the 3.5km section from Ennis Town Centre to Lees Road Sports 
and Amenity Park and along a section of similar length between En-
nistimon and Lahinch.  Property owners were written to in May and 
consultations have taken place with the IFA to advise of progress 
in relation to landowner liaison and to discuss matters of concern 
which are being brought to our attention.   One to one consultation 
has been ongoing with potentially impacted property owners and 
at this stage 35 to 40% have been engaged with.  The process of 
identification of the most appropriate route and associated delib-
erations with land owners will, by its nature, be time consuming 
and will be followed by the preparation of a briefing document to 
facilitate liaison with the Department of Transport regarding a stra-
tegic approach to be adapted in relation to the development of the 
overall project – almost 50km of cycleway along the route (in so far 
as is feasible) of the West Clare Railway.

• Doolin Pier and Village Masterplan – The project consultants re-
cently completed preparation of a draft masterplan which was the 
subject of a Public Consultation event hosted in Hotel Doolin on 20 
June last.  A further event was held in Doolin in November at which 
it became clear that most aspects of the draft plan are receiving uni-
versal favour but a small number of issues require further feasibility 
analysis before the plan can be finalised – this analysis is proceeding 
at present.   The Council hopes to be in a position to submit formal 
planning proposals in relation to the development of a new accom-
modation building, parking and other ancillary facilities at Doolin 
Pier over the coming months. 

• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme - Preliminary Design work is 
reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors have been briefed 
regarding the preferred route proposal.   Consultation with effected 
property owners has been ongoing and further survey and assess-
ment is ongoing on foot of feedback received from them – on foot 
of same, further clarity in relation to the project preliminary design 
is expected to emerge in the Spring of 2018. 

• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Transport Infrastructure Ire-
land has confirmed its support for this project and it’s willingness to 
allow it progress through initial stages of development – appraisal, 
feasibility and so on.  In recent weeks, a sum of €20,000 was allocat-
ed to facilitate formal initiation of the project and this has covered 
the cost of the topographical survey of the site which has just been 
completed.    The momentum will continue in 2018.
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 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
WATER SERVICES

Water Services reform and other issues:

•Transformation Projects – including the Leakage Manage-
ment System, Planned Maintenance and the National Telem-
etry System – are being progressed nationally.  

•Annual Service Plan

Negotiations between the Irish 
Water and the Council are still on-
going regarding the 2018 Annual 
Service Plan, which includes the 
overall budget summary.  This in-
cludes Operations Payroll, Goods 
and Services and Overheads.  Na-
tionally the Goods & Services, 
Overheads and the Operations 
Payroll budgets has been reduced.  

•Asset Transfer

Work in relation to Asset Transfer is ongoing.   To date 61 no. 
Assets have been forwarded to IW for transfer, 10 no. assets 
are currently with the PRAI for subdivision/modification and 
10 no. assets are with the National Special Projects Office for 
determination.

Water & Wastewater operational – key points

The most significant individual operational items during the 
month were:

•Water 

The heavy rainfall during the late November/early December 
resulted in high turbidity levels in the raw water supply to the 
Carron and Turlough Water Supply Zones (WSZ’s). 

Turbidity is the cloudiness or haziness of a fluid caused by large 

numbers of individual particles that are generally invisible to 
the naked eye. The measurement of turbidity is a key test of 
water quality and the EPA restricts the use of water containing 
certain levels of turbidity.  As a consequence the water treat-
ment was suspended at both locations until the turbidity of the 
water returned to acceptable levels. Customers were supplied 
with water from the reserve storage provided at the reservoirs 
for both WSZ’s. The turbidity issues in the raw water, coincid-
ing with some operational issues associated with Disinfection 
Programme, resulted in production losses at the plants for 
extended periods and the subsequent reduction in the water 
levels in the reservoirs. The reservoir levels in Turlough were 
depleted to such an extent that some customers experienced 
water outages in the New Quay, Murtyclough and Finavarra ar-
eas particularly between December 10th and December 15th. 

Water Operations staff continue to work with Irish Water and 
Contractors associated with the Disinfection Project to try to 
complete the commissioning of various sites on the Disinfec-
tion Project. 

•Wastewater

We have received additional funding in December from Irish 
Water to provide generator switchover facilities at a number of 
Waste Water pumping stations and treatment plants. This is in 
response to recent storm events and should facilitate network 
operations in the event of prolonged power outages at critical 
sites.  

Following surcharging of the sewer network in Ballyvaughan 
we have undertaken a major inspection (cctv) and cleaning of 
the sewer network and outfall which should be complete be-
fore Christmas. This work will also feed into the UTAS project 
for Ballyvaughan. Clare County Council Roads Dept are also re-
viewing their surface water infrastructure and hope to carry 
our works in early 2018 to ease the pressure on the sewer sys-
tem in heavy rainfall.

No other major incidents to report in Wastewater operations 
during December.
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WATER SERVICES (Capital projects): 

• Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers for the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP) in County 
Clare following a tender process.

• The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomerations in Clare 
(Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) as well as continuation of 
wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP has now 
also being included for improvement works.

• Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in addition to the 
CIP 2017-2021. This involves 5 Clare towns and villages with less than adequate 
wastewater treatment facilities – Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush & 
Liscannor. RPS consulting engineers have been appointed by IW and the project 
has commenced with a review of the Gate 1 studies and the submission of 
the Design Inception Report. Pre-planning meetings with Clare County Council 
Planning Department have concluded.

• A summary of any changes in status of significant capital projects is set out at 
the top of the next page:
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 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:

•  The total amount drawn down under the Rural Water Pro-
gramme in 2017 amassed to just over €410,000 accounted as 
follows: €361,000 on capital projects, €12,000 on retention from 
2016 works, €19,500 on Measure 1 – Water Quality Upgrade 
Works and €17,500 on Measure 5 – New Technologies. Although 
the overall spend was up on last year, the late publication date 
of the allocation (late Sept) and with the draw down deadline 
brought forward by a week this gave GWS’s an extremely short 
time period to tender and complete works.

•  3no. GWS’s were discussed at the recent Irish Water Tier 3 
meeting in respect of potential taking in charge – Williamstown 
GWS, Nutfield GWS and Corbally Danganbrack GWS with Wil-
liamstown GWS inspected by Irish Water in mid-December with 
an approval of taking in charge prospectively in January.

•  In 2017 3 schemes have been taking in charge by Irish Water 
with another 2 schemes approved, pending completion of land 
transfers which are currently in process. To date no formal proc-
ess has been compiled by Irish Water in terms of the taking in 
charge of group sewerage schemes.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clare UTAS
• Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, 
Kilkee, Kilrush, Liscannor

RPS has been appointed as Consulting Engineers. A Design Inception Report has been sub-
mitted and accepted by IW.  The projects under UTAS are at pre-planning stages.

Clare CIP 2017-2021
• Shannon WwTP, Ennistymon 
WwTP, • Lahinch WwTP, New-
market on Fergus Outfall

Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers and has commenced the 
Gate 1 studies. An interim upgrade Design Options Report has been submitted for Shannon 
WwTP which is under review with IW.

Clonroadmore wastewater treat-
ment plant (Ennis) upgrade

Project Completed – The WwTP and its associated pumping stations have reverted back to 
Clare County Council operations to manage under the SLA.

Shannon wastewater treatment 
plant upgrade phase 1 – inlet 
works

Project Completed – The Final Account is agreed and the first draft report has been issued.

Francis Street Pumpstation 
Upgrade 

Tender docs for Francis St have been issued to the market. The project will involve an up-
grade of the four pumps in the storm overflow chamber and ancillary works. 

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the con-
sultant and is under review by Irish Water. Third part surveys have been completed.

Quin WWTP upgrade The Design Review Report has been accepted by Irish Water Asset Strategy and a Planning 
Review has been completed with Clare Co. Co. Planning Dept. This project has now ad-
vanced to Detailed Design Stage. Site investigations and third party surveys completed.

Flow Monitoring Project Physical installation of equipment has been completed the commissioning phase is ongoing. 

NCAP – National Certificate of 
Authorisation Programme

This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 
and their impact on receiving waters. RPS has been appointed as Consultants to this project, 
data gathering has commenced.

WATER PROJECTS
Rockmount WTP Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:

• Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
• Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
• Construct new 1,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP. 
• Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with Irish Water Specifications.

Tenders for the watermain replacement between Mullagh and Milltown Malbay have been 
returned and are currently being assessed and an appointment for a Contractor (Mains Re-
placement) will be made in January.

Survey Work at the Reservoir is continuing. A pre-planning meeting to discuss this element 
of the project took place on 14/12/17.  The land has now been purchased and the pumping 
station has been completed.

Networks Portfolio Works on the Networks Portfolio will include establishment of District Metering Area’s and 
a countywide Find&Fix leak programme, locations for these works are currently being ana-
lysed.  2 Wastewater Inspectors have commenced work with Clare County Council.

Water Treatment Plant Upgrades Old & New Doolough,  Corofin and Ballymacraven WTP have been approved for upgrades. 
RPS have been appointed as Consultants and site visits have taken place. Data gathering on 
the Project has commenced.

Bealaha Mains Replacement 1.5km of mains replacement; Tender documents returned and currently being assessed.
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ENVIRONMENT

Water Framework Directive -  Farm Survey Training
• Environment section scientific staff received hands-on farm 
survey training from RPS, visiting 18 farms in the Cloverhill, 
Sixmilebridge catchment as part of the training exercise.  The 
work programme commenced with a talk at the local IFA AGM 
in Cratloe.   On the night, the farm survey programme was ex-
plained to the local farmers and they were provided with some 
background information on water pollution and the Water 
Framework Directive.   Information leaflets outlining the catch-
ment and water pollution risks were distributed.  The farm sur-
vey training programme, which was well received,  followed on 
from the investigative assessments which were undertaken in 
the Cloverhill catchment last May.

Oil Pollution 
• Irish Public Bodies held a very successful oil pollution seminar 
event in Galway, building on a concept which the environment 
section had previously developed for hosting an event of this 
type in Clare.  Three members of staff were trained in oil pollu-
tion response, to IMO 2 level.  

• Environment Section staff responded to an oil pollution inci-
dent in Shannon at the end of December.

Central Waste Management Facility Landfill Closure Plan
• Approval was received during the month to finalise the design 
for the Central Waste Management Facility landfill closure plan,  
based on construction of wetlands on unfilled areas of the origi-
nal landfill footprint. 

• December saw the close-out of an intensive Section 4 licence 
auditing regime, which was delivered by scientific staff during 
the year to increase licensee compliance. 

Waste Regulation and Management 
• Inspections of permitted sites for 2017 have now been com-
pleted in accordance with the Environmental Inspection Plan 
(based on RMCEI criteria).

Waste Enforcement 
• Work continued on policing / prosecution of illegal waste ac-
tivity throughout the county. 37 environmental complaints were 
logged in December, the majority of which related to dumping 
incidents. Legal proceedings were initiated against two individu-
als under the Waste Management Act 1996 (as amended).

New Tyre Regulations
• Follow up inspections of tyre producers, not yet registered 

with the compliance operator REPAK ELT were completed. In-
spections to continue to ensure compliance is being maintained, 
with enforcement action being taken as necessary.

Air pollution
• Inspections of solid fuel distributors were undertaken. The plan 
by Government to extend the ban on bituminous or ‘smoky’ coal 
nationwide in August 2018 will make this area a priority in 2018.

Capital Projects
• Assessment of tenders for the construction of a public toilet & 
amenity building in Spanish Point was undertaken in December.    
• Recommendations in relation to the appointment of a contrac-
tor for the Lahinch toilets and amenity facility are now almost 
complete. 
• Preliminary design is progressing for the upgrade of the public 
toilets in Kilkee with a number of options being tabled by the in-
house design team. 

Education and Awareness
• The Green Christmas campaign was undertaken.  There 
was a strong focus on prevention of the generation of waste the 
importance of correct recycling. 

Fire & Building Control (Main Activities) NOV ‘17 2017
Total

2016 
Total

Number of Emergency Calls Attended 78 852* 852

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received 4 103 100
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted 10 88 103

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated 3 9 9
Number of Disability Access Certificates Received 2 69 67

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted 2 71 49
Number of Commencement Notices Received 16 340 327
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints 1 15 25

* Error in the November YTD

FIRE SERVICE NEWS:

• Clare County Fire & Rescue Service 
completed a 3-Week Initial Recruit 
Firefighter Course for new entrants in 
December.  10 personnel (Clare, Wex-
ford, Limerick & Mayo participants) 
successfully completed the course 
with  5 personnel from Clare going 
“on the run” in late December.
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HOUSING

Social Housing demand continues to grow and the provision of 
accommodation through a variety of mechanisms remains the 
highest priority for Clare County Council. 

The number of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare 
remains high and in line with levels throughout the country. 
The homeless figures for October indicate full occupancy of 13 
beds at Laurel Lodge and @ 18th. December 2017 there were 
54 adults and 48 dependents in emergency accomodation.  The 
council is continuing to work with agencies to provide accom-
modation and deliver appropriate services for homeless persons 
in County Clare including the development of a  Homeless Action 
Team office and dedicated supported accommodation.

Our objective to provide homes for households on the council’s 
waiting list is achieved as follows: 

• Acquisitions

Contracts were signed for 9 properties and sales closed for 11 
properties during the month of December.  CCC has purchased 
71 properties to date this year and will continue to do so while 
there is value in the market. While Government focus has shifted 
from house purchase to house construction it is the intention to 
continue with our acquisition programme until such time as our 
capital construction commences. 

• Incentivised Schemes 

CCC is hopeful that the vacant homes website www.vacan-
thomes.ie will facilitate a greater take up of both the Buy and 
Renew and Repair and Lease (RLS) schemes to bring properties 
back to use. In this regard we would welcome enquiries or ex-
pressions of interest if anyone is aware of vacant properties in 
their locality.

• Rental and Leasing

CCC is actively seeking to increase the supply of housing stock 
through these channels to meet the housing demand. Currently 
applicants housing need is being met as follows:
  -   Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 386
  -   Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1195
  -   Short term leasing = 116
  -   Long term leasing = 126
  -   Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 83

• Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance 
The management and turnaround of our housing stock to mini-
mise voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activ-
ity in this regard (*this figure does not include properties which 
have become vacant after 1 December nor does it include acqui-
sitions and long-term voids):

• Grants

The demand for all three grants continues to grow and despite an 
increase in approvals there still remains 280 grant applications 
on hand. Applicant priority is assessed on medical, compassion-
ate and waiting time criteria. Letters of referral and support from 
HSE medical professionals is required for applications to receive 
immediate funding. CCC is constantly reviewing applications on 
the waiting list under the three grant schemes and prioritising 
them for approval. Total funding approvals of €3,509,373.06 was 
issued based on 516 grants during 2017. 

The breakdown of Approvals issued in 2017 for works to proceed 
was as follows:

• Capital – Housing Construction

Hereunder is the status of capital housing projects:

• Capital – Other projects

County Library Project - The Part VIII was lodged in November 
with last date for submissions December 22nd 2017. It is antici-
pated that the project will go before Council in March 2018 at 
the latest.
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Housing Adaptation Grant  for People with a 
Disability 

87 €1,555,179

Housing Aid for Older People 261 €1,250,980

Mobility Aids Grant 168 € 703,214

Total Approvals issued during September 516 €3,509,373

December continued with steadily increasing activity in all aspects of the Social Directorate’s business. 

Project No.  
Units

Status

Quilty 18 Stage 2 approval issued 15th September and 
the project is proceeding to Planning prepara-
tion. The Part VIII is expected to be to be before 
Council by March 2018.

Feakle 13 The scheme for 13 houses was lodged for plan-
ning on the 1st December 2017.

Clonlara 9 Part VIII for this scheme is scheduled to be 
before Council in January 2018.

Roslevan 8 Design team are working on the Stage 2 sub-
mission for the Department and design devel-
opment before proceeding to planning in 2018.

Aisline, 
Ennis

40 Stage 1 approval to proceed is obtained from 
the Department. A tender being prepared for 
design consultants with a view to appointing a 
design team in early 2018.
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SPORT & RECREATIONAL
• The Sports & Recreation Unit have been approached by 
Irish Sailing/Sport Ireland, requesting cooperation with organising 
an event in County Clare next year. They are hoping to host the 
WOWI (women on the water Ireland) Championships 2018. Meet-
ings have been held with Gail MacAllister, Regional Development 
Office, and subsequently with the Clare Local Sports Partnership. It 
is still in early discussions but it is hoped to engage Killaloe & Cul-
laun Sailing Clubs in the Championships, along with local schools, 
Tulla Secondary School and St. Anne’s Secondary School, Killaloe 
with the Clarisford Park Sports Hub to ensure sustainability from 
the event. Possible funding could be achieved through the Sport 
Ireland Dormant accounts.

• The Sports & Recreation Unit have had discussions with 
the Burren Outdoor Education Centre represented by Joanna McIn-
erney, with a request to build on the orienteering courses that exist 

in our Lees Road Facility. The Park is a designated Orienteering Ire-
land Location. We are looking at putting more permanent signage 
in place and updating the maps etc. Funding could possibly be se-
cured from Orienteering Ireland and/or a rural strand of dormant 
account funding. 

• The 7th annual ‘Irish International Christmas Tree Throw-
ing Championship’ takes place on 7th January 2018 in Active En-
nis Tim Smythe Park from 1-3pm.  This year’s nominated charity is 
the Mid West Simon Community. We are confident of building on 
the phenomenal success of last year which saw a record turnout of 
over 250 competitors and huge multi-media coverage, which if we 
had to purchase would have cost in the region of €30k .

• Active Ennis/Kilrush recently submitted two projects in 
the All Ireland Community and Council Awards.  One for the Disa-
bility Services at Active Ennis Leisure Complex and one for the ‘One 
Tree Per Child’ Initiative. Finalists due to be announced in the com-
ing weeks, with the awards ceremony scheduled for early February.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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CULTURAL SERVICES

Clare County Library

•     ‘Healthy Ireland at your Library’ is a national strategy to improve 
health and wellbeing, placing a focus on prevention, individual aware-
ness and keeping people healthy for longer. Public libraries are deliv-
ering the programme that will establish libraries as a valuable source 
within the community for health information. Training for staff is un-
derway. In conjunction with the initiative, an event was held for adults 
in Scariff Library on ‘Heartfulness Meditation’ with Rebecca Hussey. 
The session dealt with finding a balance during Christmas and destress-
ing with a session of heart based relaxation and meditation.
•     Killaloe Library held a talk on ‘Tracing your Ancestors - Beginning 
your Family History’ with Paddy Waldron. It discussed the basics of 
how to go about tracing your family tree.
•     Christmas themed stories and poetry reading took place in Shan-
non Library with Shannon Creative Writers. Tea, coffee and mince pies 
followed! Also in Shannon - a Poetry Reading with Mary Ellen Fean 
took place – she read from her poetry collection ‘Driftwood’.
•     Christmas Craft sessions took place in Scariff and Killaloe libraries 
covering ‘Christmas Table Centrepieces’ with artist Nathalie El Baba. 
Participants produced their own Christmas table centrepieces. The 
event was in association with LCETB as was a ‘Polymer Clay Christmas 
Fun’ event at Scariff and Killaloe libraries. Participants produced their 
own Christmas jewellery and decorations using polymer clay. 
•     Successful Interview Skills Training with Jennifer Laudat-Smith was 
very popular at Shannon Library in December. 
•     Festive storytime, crafts and film screenings took place around the 
county in several branch libraries.
•     Clare Library Staff present a special piece on ‘Recommended Books 
for Christmas’ on Gavin Grace’s Morning Focus SHOW on Clare FM.
•     Wi-Fi is now available at Kilrush, Miltown Malbay, Ennistymon, 
Scariff and Sixmilebrige libraries. It was already available in Ennis and 
Shannon libraries.

Clare Arts Office

•      Exhibitions continued in Scariff Library, Clare Museum and Cultúr-
lann Sweeney, Kilkee which also hosted the monthly film club and a 
performance by Mick Hanly and Donal Lunny.

•      The Embrace Annual Christmas concert took place on December 
6th at Cois na hAbhna, Ennis. There were 10 acts (music/song) and 
over 120 people in attendance.

•      The Clare Arts Office Symphony Research Project with Dave Flynn’s 
Irish Memory Orchestra had its first research workshop which took 
place in Smithfield, Dublin - five musicians and singers with visual im-
pairments took part.

•     The new Ennis Artists’ Studios Initiative (EASI) was launched with 
an open viewing day for artists and a call for applications.

Clare Museum 

•     Implementation of the Education programme for primary schools 
continued, and two ‘Prehistoric Ireland’ workshops were booked by 
two schools during the month.  
•     The museum held a small exhibition and public talk on Frederic Wil-
liam Burton in support of a major national exhibition at the National 
Gallery in Dublin.  25 people attended the Saturday afternoon lecture
•     An Education Policy, Disaster Plan and Care of Collections Strategy 
were endorsed by Clare County Council, and the museum has been in-
formed that it will receive Full Accreditation under the Museum Stand-
ards Programme for Ireland in 2018.  
•     There have been 482 visits up to 12th December. The total for 2017 
will stand at over 32,000 visits by year end.  
•     273 objects and documents were accessioned into the museum 
collection during the year, bringing the total to 1,266 items owned by 
Clare County Council.

Archives

•       Digitisation: The digitisation of the Board of Guardian Collections 
is now complete. The next phase of digitising the County Council Min-
utes has been initiated. The archivist is working with Acton BV weekly 
on the open source system to ensure meta data is added correctly.

•       Processing: Work is progressing on the Ennis Urban Authority 
Collection. This collection consists of Minute Books, Managers’ Orders, 
Employee wage books and financial records in addition to housing 
ledgers and drawings. The archivist is currently researching in order for 
context of a descriptive list.
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         FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES 

THE MONTH IN PICTURES
                          DECEMBER 2017                                                                             

Tom McNamara (Mayor) with Candace Ingram (Planning), Congella 
McGuire (Planning), and Tadhg Hennessy and Nicole O’Loughlin 

(Kilmaley NS) launching the County Heritage and Biodiversity Plans.

Pictured at Áras Contae an Chláir in Ennis for the signing of a 
€5.2m contract to deliver the next SICAP (Front L-R) Cllr Tom 

McNamara (Mayor), Doirin Graham (CLDC), Andrew Dundas (Chair, 
LCDC), (Back L-R) Niall Garvey (Chair, CLDC), Monica Meehan (Rural 

Development Directorate) and Pat Dowling (Chief Executive).

Pictured at the Christmas Fest in Ennis Market: Padraic McElwee 
(LEO Clare), Tom McNamara (Mayor of Clare), Ann Norton 
(Deputy Mayor of Ennis) and her daughter Nicole, and Paul 
Murphy (Mayor of Ennis) with his sons Johnny and Cathal.

Mayor of Clare Cllr. Tom McNamara presented his Christmas 
Card Allowance to Ann Norton (Clare Crusaders) with her daugh-
ter, Nicole; Mary Morrissey (Clarecastle District Daycare Centre); 

and Mary Ita Griffin (Kilmaley Daycare & Health Centre).

RECRUITMENT:

•  Recent posts advertised in December were: Retained Fire-fight-
ers (Ennis, Shannon, Scarriff and Ennistymon) and a confined post 
for General Operative/Driver 2 linked to the Water Services ‘Find 
& Fix’ project. 

•  The recruitment process continues in January with a number of 
posts being advertised including:  Whole-time Station Officer (En-
nis) (Open), Beach Lifeguards (Open), Health and Safety Officer 
(Open),  Assistant Staff Officer (Open and Confined to Common 
Recruitment Pool), Rural Development Officers X4 (Confined), 
Tourism Officer (Confined), Facilities Officer (Confined), Waste 
Water Inspector (Confined) and Craftsman (Confined).  

•  Training courses delivered during the month, with 74 partici-
pants, related to: Customer Service, Diploma in Local Govern-
ment, IPB Risk Management, FOI Refresher Training and Teleport-
er Training.

CORPORATE SERVICES

The tenders below have been published in December:

Tender Description Deadline
Clare County Council invites tenders for Com-
munication & Dissemination Co-ordination 
Services for Atlantic Geoparks

20 Dec 2017 

Engineering Consultancy Services for Killaloe 
Bypass, Shannon Bridge Crossing & R494 
Improvement

7 Feb 2018

Economic & Spatial Plan for Ennis 2040 19 Jan 2018
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