
Tuarascáil Mhíosúil ón Phríomhfheidhmeannach
Monthly Management Report

Samhain 2018 / November 2018

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Pg. 10-12

RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

 Pgs. 4-6

FINANCE &
SUPPORT SERVICES

Pg. 2-3

SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Pgs. 7-9

PHYSICAL
DEVELOPMENT

Pgs. 13-19

1



• Diaspora Project:  As part of a focused initiative to interact 
more constructively with our extended Diaspora, a training work-
shop was held for members of Senior Management to facilitate im-
proving our capacity to network effectively and develop stronger re-
lationships with our Diaspora. This work was facilitated by Kingsley 
Aikins, Diaspora Matters who has vast experience in this field of work 
most notably as President and CEO of the Worldwide Ireland Funds, 
an organisation which has raised over $500 million to support vari-
ous projects in Ireland.

• History of Local Government in Clare:  The Story of Clare 
and its People book is currently under composition by Dr John Treacy 
and the project is approaching the halfway stage of development. 
Four chapters are currently completed with a further three at an ad-
vanced stage. The project is progressing well and will be covering the 
development of local government in Clare from 1542-1898 and the 
modern evolution of Clare County Council during the 20th century. 
Research work is currently being carried out at the Clare County Ar-
chives, the National Archives of Ireland, the National Library of Ire-
land and the UK National Archives at Kew amongst others. The book 
is scheduled for publication in line with the 450th anniversary of Ed-
ward Fitton’s Court, which established County Clare, in May 2020.

• Website update: Market research in relation to the devel-
opment of a new brand identity and website for Clare County Coun-
cil and for County Clare has recently concluded and a report will be 
presented in mid-November. The research forms part of the ongo-
ing Business Review of Clare County Council services and processes.  
Meanwhile, the IT Broadband & Digital Department recently com-
pleted an interim upgrade of the existing website, www.clarecoco.ie.
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         FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES 

CORPORATE SERVICES 
• Municipal District Workshop:  The Chief Executive has 
set in motion a process of engagement with relevant staff to 
consider new reforms that may be put in place concerning the 
role and functions of staffing of Municipal District office func-
tions. A recent staff workshop on the matter was held during 
October.

• Failte Ireland meeting:  Paddy Mathews, Ireland’s Hid-
den Heartlands, Failte Ireland, pictured at a recent meeting with 
Monica Meehan, Senior Executive Officer, Rural Department; 
Leonard Cleary, Director of Rural Department; and Pat Dowling, 
Chief Executive. 
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The following tender opportunities have been published during Oc-
tober 2018:
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         FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES 

CORPORATE SERVICES 
• Health & Safety Award:  Clare County Council has been 
named winner of the Mid West Regional Award at the 27th An-
nual NISO Occupational Safety Awards 2018 which were held 
in the Great Southern Hotel Killarney on 12 October 2018. Or-
ganised by the National Irish Safety Organisation (NISO) and 
Northern Ireland Safety Group (NISG), the award scheme rec-
ognises organisations which demonstrate a consistently good 
or continuously improving health and safety performance and 
an outstanding contribution to occupational safety, health and 
welfare during the previous year. 

• Mayoral Reception:  Three members of the local com-
munity were honoured at a Mayoral Reception held in Áras 
Contae an Chláir on 11 October 2018. Mayor of Clare Councillor 
Michael Begley and members of Clare County Council hosted 
the special event for Jim Warny (Thai Cave rescue mission mem-
ber), Naomi Carroll (member of the Irish Hockey Team that com-
peted in the World Cup Final) and Rhys Williams (2018 European 
U14 Showjumping Champion).

Tender Description Deadline 
Date

Construction of Housing Units at Quilty 15.11.18 

Construction of Housing Units at Roslevan 12.11.18 
Stage 2 for the Construction of Library 15.11.18 
Purchase of Firewall Solution for Clare 
County Council

04.11.18

HAT Office Accommodation Works 25.10.18 

Records Management:
There is continuous ongoing demand on the File Retrieval service.  
The Archivist is actively seeking to create more file space and max-
imise current space available.  The Archivist is currently working with 
the Finance Department and the Corporate Services Departments 
to review file storage and file destruction in accordance with reten-
tion policies.   The Air Conditioning Unit at Beechpark , which was 
under a lot of pressure during the summer, will undergo a major 
overhaul.  This will restore environmental stability to the archives. 
Work is ongoing in sourcing an updated file Management system for 
the Museum, Archives and Record Management.

HUMAN RESOURCES
During October the HR Department worked with the Fire Service on 
their open day in Shannon Fire Station (pictures below), the aim of 
which was to increase awareness of the service generally and the 
opportunities within the Retained FireFighter service with Clare 
County Council. Subsequent interviews were held for Shannon, En-
nistymon, Kilrush, Kilkee and Killaloe.  Competitions are on-going for 
Technician Grade 2, Irish Language Development Officer and Water 
Services Regional Caretakers Grade 3. 

During October there were 12 courses delivered with 125 staff in at-
tendance. These included Asbestos Awareness (29), Abrasive Wheels 
(7), Manual Handling (26), Safe Pass (15), Networking (1). Presenta-
tion Skills (1) and Electrofusion Welding (8). Courses planned for No-
vember include Site Dumper, Mini-Digger, Confined Spaces, Retire-
ment training and Lead Auditor training.
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As part of the Cliffs of Moher and Clare County Council’s com-
mitment to the development of Cliffs of Moher, new board 
members have been appointed. 

The new members will be involved in overseeing the planning 
and governance of the Cliffs of Moher. 

The following people have a diverse knowledge of the tourism 
industry/product development, marketing, commercial devel-
opment, finance, local government, local community and gov-
ernance.

• Bobby Kerr (Chairperson of Board) - Irish entrepre-
neur and businessman. He is the chairman of Insomnia Coffee 
Company. Recently he was a “dragon” on the Irish version of 
Dragons’ Den. Bobby is the Chairperson of the Board of the 
Cliffs of Moher Centre Limited. 

• Cllr. Richard Nagle - Elected member of Clare County 
Council for Fianna Fail for West Clare Municipal District for the 
last number of years
 
• Cllr. Bill Slattery - Elected member for Clare County 
Council for Fine Gael for West Clare Municipal District since 
2011. 

• Edmund O’Connor – Former County Manager, South 
Tipperary County Council.

• Geraldine Enright (pictured inset) - Company Secre-
tary and serving currently as the Director of the Cliffs of Moher 
Visitor Centre.

• Paul Keely - Director of Commercial Development, 
Failte Ireland and has had a number of marketing roles with 
Failte Ireland since joining them in 2004 

• Lisa Walshe – HR and legal professional with HSE

• Leonard Cleary - Director of Rural Development Clare 
County Council & Executive Director of the Cliffs of Moher Cen-
tre Limited.  

This initial Board Membership will be expanded further based 
on expertise required, including Management, Marketing and 
Financial Professionals.

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT
October 2018 Actions:  Monthly Management Report for the Niovber Meeting of Clare County Council.
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Appointment of new Cliffs of Moher Board
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Hospitality providers including bar, restaurant, café and hotel 
owners are being invited to help make Clare a safer destination 
to socialise by committing to the ‘Ask For Angela’ campaign.

The Clare Joint Policing Committee (JPC) has teamed up with the 
Clare Branch of the Vintners Federation of Ireland (VFI) to back 
the countywide roll out of the campaign which encourages people 
who find themselves in an uncomfortable situation whilst socialis-
ing to ‘Ask for Angela’ at the bar or service counter.  The phrase 
alerts staff that something is amiss and they can proceed to safely 
diffuse the situation.

Clare hospitality providers interested in taking part or finding out 
more are invited to two information evenings at Lucas Bar, Ennis, 
on 13 November at 7.30pm and at Malones, Kilrush, on 27 Novem-
ber at 8.00pm.

In May 2018, Clare County Council sought expressions of in-
terest from town/village groups who may have had suitable 
project(s) for consideration under the scheme. 

30 applications were received and evaluated and brought be-
fore a meeting of the Working Group for the Action Plan for 
Rural Ireland. Based on the evaluation criteria applied, it was 
agreed that six projects would be submitted to the Depart-
ment for further consideration and final decision. 

The  below table outlines projects submitted to The Depart-
ment of Rural & Community Development.   It was announced 
on 5th October that 4 out of the 6 project submitted were suc-
cessful for funding under the 2018 Town & Village Renewal 
Schemes as follows:  

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Town & Village Renewal Scheme

L-R: John Kerin, Chief Supt for the Clare Garda Division; Annette 
Donnellan, Administrator, Clare JPC; Leonard Cleary, Director of 
Rural Development; Councillor Mary Howard, Chair of Clare JPC; 

and Darragh McAllister, Chairman of Clare VFI.

Joint Policing Committee

Ref 
No

Applicant 
Name

Town Summary of Project Amount 
Sought

Amount 
Awarded

TV3/18 Irish Aviation 
Foundation GLG - 
Shannon Aviation 
Museum

Shannon Expand the Shannon Aviation Museum by installing a 
number of mini aircraft hangars to display aircraft museum 
exhibits in an exciting aviation themed environment, fo-
cused on improving the visitor experience.

€160,000 €160,000

TV19/18 Comhaltas 
Ceoltóirí Éireann

Tulla Develop tea room extension at Cnoc na Gaoithe, Comhaltas 
Centre in Tulla.

€200,000 €200,000

TV28/18 Killaloe/Ballina 
Community and 
Family Resource 
Centre

Killaloe To provide a training & development hub at the rear of the 
premises to include a fully equipped catering kitchen, train-
ing room, a garden classroom and a cafe space.

€128,000 €128,000

TV30/18 Ballynacally 
Development 
Association

Ballynacally 
(pictured 
above)

The conversion of 3 cottages into a 3 bed-roomed self ca-
tering apartment and provision of a community run co-op 
shop.

€93,000 €93,000

Local Improvement Scheme
The Rural Development and Physical Development Directorates 
have been working across departments to deliver LIS (Local Im-
provement Schemes) projects in rural areas. Clare County Coun-
cil have received a further allocation of €556,000 for LIS. This is 
in addition to €482,000 in early 2018 to undertake works on 13 
roads.

• The LIS funds improvements to non-public rural roads 
such as the lanes and boreens that enable people to access 
their homes and farms.
• These roads are not under the normal maintenance of 
the Local Authorities but are a vital artery for people living in 
rural areas. 
•  This scheme is a lifeline for people living in rural ar-

eas because it directly improves their access to and from their 
homes and farms. 
• By investing in the improvement of these roads the 
Government is helping to improve people’s quality of life in ru-
ral areas.
• The scheme has been a massive success last year as 
it addressed an issue for which there is significant demand for 
support.
• There was no dedicated funding for the LIS for a 
number of years, so there is significant built-up demand for in-
vestment in these roads.  
• This is the second round of funding under the LIS in 
2018. The first round was in March of this year. 
LAs were asked in March compile a secondary list of roads on 
which works could be carried out if further funding became 
available during the year.
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Clare County Council’s Tourism Unit (Rural Development Direc-
torate) recently held a meeting with the Burren Ecotourism Net-
work (B.E.N.). 

B.E.N. seeks to promote sustainable tourism development in the 
Burren area. 

Participants in the discussion are pictured at the Michael Cusack 
Cottage and Centre, Carron.  B.E.N. will make a presentation to the 
West Clare Municipal District on the 30th November 2018.
  

The Secretary General of the Department of Rural and Com-
munity Development Mr. Kevin McCarthy visited Clare on 26th 
October 2018.  The purpose of this visit was to view a number 
of Rural Development projects implemented under the Clare 
Rural Development Strategy.  Mr. McCarthy visited Áras Con-
tae an Chláir, the Kilrush Digital Hub and Ennistymon (pictured 
opposite with Area Engineer Morgan Lahiffe).

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Secretary General Visit to Clare

Burren Ecotourism Network

CLÁR funded pedestrian  
crossing at Connolly School

Clare JPC hosts information 
evening on internet safety 
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HOUSING
•    During October there were two contract signings to commence the 
construction phase of the development of social housing in Feakle and 
Clonlara. Contracts with Dermot Custy Contactor and Pat Keogh Contrac-
tor were signed for the Feakle and Clonlara developments respectively.
Furthermore there are two other construction projects on eTenders cur-
rently,  namely for the development of housing at Roslevan and Quilty. 
These tenders are due to be returned in the coming weeks. As we ap-
proach year end we are focusing resources in ensuring the delivery tar-
gets set by the DHPLG are met.
•    The number of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare re-
mains high with 24 presentations recorded for the month of Septem-
ber. For verification purposes we are reporting homeless presentations 
a month in arrears. The homeless figures for September indicate full oc-
cupancy of 13 beds at Laurel Lodge and on 30 September there was also 
58 adults and 54 dependents in emergency accommodation. 
•    The Council is establishing a protocol and procedure to manage the 
provision of ‘one stop’ homeless services to those in need. 
•    In relation to the family hub the Council has preferred operator for 
the management of the facility once the extensive refurbishment works 
on the building are complete. 
•    The Council continue to accept ‘Expressions of Interest’ from land-
owners, developers, building contractors, property owners for proper-
ties and/or land in areas of housing demand. The application forms for 
this are available on the Clare County Council website.

The Council are delivering homes for households on the council’s waiting 
list as follows: 

• Acquisitions
Sales were agreed for 10 properties during the month of October; con-
tracts were signed for 7 dwellings and sales closed in respect of a further 
2 no.  The purchase of 61 properties has been agreed to date in 2018 
(which includes two turnkeys) and transactions have closed for 47 no. 
Houses.  The Council will achieve its target of 60 no. purchases for 2018. 

• Incentivised Schemes
The Council invites you to register properties known to be vacant on the 
vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie, for this the Council can tar-
get the return of the housing unit through acquisition, Buy and Renew 
and/or Repair and Lease (RLS) schemes.   The premise of these schemes 
is to address vacancy and return units to occupancy in a timely fashion.

A Vacancy Sub-Group is being set up at national level to develop an 
agreed methodology for the identification of recoverable and liveable 
homes. Clear guidelines have yet to issue from the Dept in assessing va-
cancy but  a detailed methodology for assessing true vacancy is due to be 
rolled out to Local Authorities in a Training Manual Format accompanied 
possibly by software in the coming months.  This will further inform the 
Council’s work in this area.  In Clare 80 no. houses have been visually ex-
amined at this stage and of those at least 22 appear to be vacant.   Follow 
up work is now required to identify and engage with property owners to 
establish the reasons for vacancy and identify the recoverable units that 
can be brought back into use.

• New Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
Interest in the ‘Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan’ remains high with 61 no. 
completed applications and 184 enquiries received to date. 36 no. loans 
have gone to Credit Committee for decision, 29 of which have been ap-
proved, 5 of those following an appeal to the Appeals Panel and 6 have 
been drawn down.  The loan scheme offers a fixed rate for credit worthy 
low to middle income first time buyers with a view to making home own-
ership more affordable. 

• Rental and Leasing  
CCC is actively seeking to increase the supply of housing stock through 
these channels to meet the housing demand. As of the 26th October 
housing need is being met as follows:
-    Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 370

-    Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1302
-    Short term leasing = 109
-    Long term leasing =156
-    Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 152

• Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance 
The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise voids 
is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity in this regard:

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant after 
1st November nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids.

• Grants
Following the September Council meeting the Council advised the public 
that grant applications for all three grants would cease as of the 26th Oc-
tober until such time as the backlog of applications on hand was cleared. 
The Council will continue to accept new applications for emergency cas-
es only during this time.  

Grant approval issued in October for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid 
and Mobility Aid grants:

• Capital – Housing  Construction

The Housing capital delivery programme is on track with works com-
menced on the construction of the development in Feakle and works 
due to commence in Clonlara in the coming weeks; the status of the ad-
ditional projects is as follows: 

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Project Units Status

Quilty 18 Issued to tender on 12.10.2018. Tender 
returns due on 21.11.2018.

Feakle 13 Custy Construction Ltd., appointed as 
contractor on 08.10.2018. Contractor taking 
possession of the site on 30.10.2018. Con-
tract start date is 05.11.2018.

Clonlara 9 Pat Keogh Construction Ltd., appointed as 
contractor on 23.10.2018. Contract start 
date is 20.11.2018.

Roslevan 
Ennis

8 Issued to tender on 15.10.2018. Tender 
returns due on 19.11.2018.

Ashline
Ennis

40 Preliminary pre planning meetings with the 
in-house officials complete. Meeting held 
with the Department on 15.10.2018 to dis-
cuss project. Design Team preparing detail 
design /cost estimate for issue of Pre-Stage 
2 submission to the Department.  

Cuan an 
Chlair, Caher-
calla. CAS

15 Stage 3 submission due for issue to the 
Department on 06.11.2018.

Grant type Approvals issued in Oct 2018 Value of works 

Housing Adaptation 
Grant  for People 
with a Disability

14 €293,870

Housing Aid for 
Older People 

5 €33,500

Mobility Aids Grant 6 €79,200

Grant Approvals is-
sued in Oct 2018

25 €406,570
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SPORTS & RECREATION

• World’s top 3 People’s Choice Green Flag Award Parks

For the first time in history, a People’s Choice vote has been held for 
the favorite Green Flag Award parks and green spaces. Over 1,000 
votes were received spanning 12 countries and 3 continents and in-
cluded over 100 eligible sites - all of which meet the high standards 
demanded by the Green Flag Award, the international quality mark 
for parks and green spaces. The public have voted, and chosen their 
top 3 favorites out of the 100+ sites. These are:
• Abu Dhabi Corniche Beach Gardens, Abu Dhabi City Mu-
nicipality, United Arab Emirates
• Provinciaal Groendomein Rivierenhof, Provincie Antwer-
pen, Belgium
• Tim Smythe Park, Clare County Council, Republic of Ire-
land

• ACTIVE ENNIS LEISURE COMPLEX 
The Leisure Complex was awarded its White Flag during the month 
of October.  Active Ennis Leisure Complex has retained this title 
since 2001 and the Disability Award since it’s introduction in 2012.
An opportunity to make the public more aware of the tremendous 
facilities at Active Ennis/Kilrush was availed of by participating in 
the Clare Sports Partnership Activity Expo which was held in Treacys 
West County Hotel on 29th September. 

• SPORTS CAPITAL GRANT APPLICATIONS
Applications have been made to the Sports Capital Programme 
Division of the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport for the 
following:
•  Active Ennis Leisure Complex – refurbishment of Changing 

Rooms
•  Cloughleigh, Ennis – resurfacing of the All Weather Pitch
•  Active Ennis Tim Smythe Park – redevelopment of Changing 
Rooms
•  Active Ennis/Kilrush Sports Facilities – purchase of 2 Lawn-
mowers
•  Active Kilrush Sports Complex – redevelopment of Tennis/Bas-
ketball Courts
•  Active Kilrush Sports Complex – redevelopment of Changing 
Rooms
•  Active Kilrush Sports Complex – upgrading of Floodlights

• ATLANTIC YOUTH PROJECT 2019
On Thursday 11th October, 84 Transition Year Students and 
their teachers from Scoil Mhuire Ennistymon and Scariff Com-
munity College attended Clare County Council Chambers. These 
students will be participating in the forthcoming Atlantic Youth 
Project 2019 and this occasion was arranged to introduce the 
students to the programme and it’s ethos.  It was also an op-
portunity for all involved to meet each other before the Atlantic 
Youth Project local activity sea sessions began.
The students and teachers had a wonderful time on their first 
Atlantic Youth Project sea session with Doolin2Aran Ferries on 

15th October, whereby they sailed to the base of the Cliffs of 
Moher.  As one of  the teachers commented – “The ferry trip 
was a fantastic experience for the students and teachers alike, I 
don’t think any of them had done it before and it is right on our 
own doorstep.” 

Feedback Forms have been received from the students with 
many now considering a Maritime career after this first local ses-
sion.  Their next Atlantic Youth Project educational sea session 
will be to Wild Irish Seaweeds, Quilty in November.  The students 
will experience first-hand the life of a seaweed harvester and the 
processing treatment that takes place in the factory to create 
foods and health products for the mass market.

 

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Cultural Services
 – Library, Arts, Museum, 

Archives

CLARE LIBRARY SERVICE

• Cultural services continued to de-
liver a full programme in October. Michael 
McCaughan held Instant Irish Workshops 
in Kilrush & DeValera libraries as part of 
the Bliain na Gaeilge programme for 2018.
• Book displays featuring positive 
ageing related titles and decoupage class-
es in Kilrush and DeValera libraries marked 
“Positive Ageing Week “at the start of the 
month.

• Decoupage in De Valera Library

• Thousands of children along with 
their teachers visited libraries all over 
Clare this October for the annual celebra-
tion of books and reading that is the an-
nual Children’s Book Festival. Events took 
place in all fifteen branches and included 
visits from the best writers for children in 
Ireland today, poetry gatherings, children’s 
architecture workshops and presentations 
by Wildlife Rangers on the plants, animals 
and habitats to be found in our county.  
• The “Creative Ireland” pro-
gramme of library events is also continu-
ing.  Memoir Workshops are being held in 
Ennistymon, Shannon and Kilrush library 
branches.  “Creative Ireland” projects are 
also continuing under the guidance of Cul-
ture Team members, including glór, Clare 
Arts Office, Clare Museum, Clare LEO and 
the Rural Development Directorate of 
Clare County Council.  The LCETB are host-
ing free 8 week courses called ‘My Baby 
and Me’ for new parents in libraries in 
Shannon, Scariff and Kilrush.

• BUMBLEance, The Children’s Na-
tional Ambulance Service teamed up with 
popular children’s authors Derek Mulveen 
and Christine Hamill for a unique reading 
experience combined with educational 
presentations for children on the role this 
outstanding service plays in supporting 
sick children nationwide. Other visiting 
authors include Kunak McGann author of 
Red Rover, Red Rover: Games from an Irish 
Childhood (That You Can Teach Your Kids) 
(O’Brien Press), Erika McGann who treat-
ed enthusiastic audiences to storytelling, 
mind-boggling games and childhood tales 
that inspired her books and Caroline Bush-
er who offered top tips to senior classes 
about how to turn ideas into stories. 

• In Sixmilebridge, and Ennistymon 
libraries Debbie Thomas held intimate 
family reading sessions for Syrian parents 
and children who have recently come to 
live in County Clare. Léigh an t-údar Sad-
hbh Devlin, scéalta do páistí óga sa leab-
harlann bunaithe ar a leabhar nua Beag 
Bídeach foilsithe ag Futa Fata. Older chil-
dren were invited to join best-selling au-
thor Judi Curtin in Ennis and Ennistymon 
libraries.  Shannon and Ennis libraries be-
came teddy bear hospitals on two morn-
ings when members of the Medical Soci-
ety, University of Limerick arrived to offer 
check-ups for beloved teddies while their 
very important “parents” had a chance to 
look at their favourite books and listen to 
a teddy bear’s tale or two! We are look-
ing forward to Halloween story times in 
many libraries shortly. Book and film clubs, 
story times, chess sessions and computer 
classes are many of the regular events that 
are currently taking place in many of the 
libraries in Clare.

CLARE ARTS OFFICE
• Three exhibitions took place in 
Ennis, Scariff and Kilkee and the autumn 
series of the First Friday talks began in 
glór.15 Artist residencies were awarded to 

the following primary schools: Ballyea NS; 
Clonmoney NS; Cloonanaha NS; Clouna 
NS; Doonbeg NS; Holy Family, Ennis;  Killa-
loe NS; Kilkee NS; Kilmurray NS, Kilmurray 
McMahon NS; Moyasta NS; New Quay NS; 
Ruan NS; Scariff NS; Shragh  NS.  Clare Arts 
Office attended the Arts Council launch of 
the Invitation to Collaborate Scheme at the 
Irish Aerial Creation Centre in Guillogue.  
Working with the Irish Memory Orchestra 
and other partners, blind musicians will 
perform the Vision Symphony with the 
Irish Memory Orchestra in glór in October 
2019. Zara Starr Madden from Ennis began 
a theatre residency in Cultúrlann Sweeney, 
Kilkee working with the West Clare com-
munity. Jack Talty was appointed as Crea-
tor in Residence with the Arts Office and 
the Irish Traditional Music Archive. The 
public art project, FOLK Radio, in the X-PO 
in Kilnaboy began.

CLARE MUSEUM
• Classes are currently visiting the 
Museum for the Museum’s Halloween 
programme of events.  A Certificate course 
in Tour Guiding and local heritage run by 
LIT will commence shortly, the programme 
is targeted at local tour guides in Ennis and 
is being supported by Ennis Chamber of 
Commerce. The Museum has qualified as 
a finalist in this year’s Clare Business Excel-
lence Awards in the Best Tourism Experi-
ence in Clare Category.   The winner will be 
announced in November.

ARCHIVES
• The Archivist is working on acquir-
ing a new computer system for Archives 
and Records Management.  The system 
has been chosen but the whole process 
will take several months, as parameters 
required will be detailed. The digitisation 
project is progressing, with about 50% of 
Kilrush Rural District Council books (and 
just over 50% of all RDC items) now digi-
tised.  Unfortunately, we are experiencing 
an enforced break, as the scanner needs 
attention.  This should be resolved in early 
November. Archives continue to deal with 
a regular flow of queries from the public 
seeking information about the archives or 
assistance with genealogy.  The queries 
come in via phone or email. All Council 
staff have now been notified about the 
staff library, in the basement of HQ.  Shau-
na King, Co-Op student, has been busy 
adding stock onto the database which can 
be viewed from the council intranet.  The 
email also produced a number of library 
related enquiries.  The software is await-
ing an upgrade, which has been designed 
for better GDPR compliance.
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Ennis 2040 Economic Development and Spatial Strategy

Clare County Council together with the consultant team of GVA 
Grimley Ltd will hold their second public consultation event on 
Saturday the 10th of November at 22-24 Abbey Street, Ennis 
from 10.00am to 3.00pm.  It is anticipated that there will be 
greater footfall and an increased level of engagement with this 
plan by bringing the event into the town and holding it over 
the weekend.  The aim is to encourage engagement in the plan 
making process from the people who use the town as well as 
those who live and work in it.  

The next stage will be the consideration of submissions/obser-
vations from the public consultation event and the finalisation 
of the first Draft Plan.  

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) 
 
The Southern Regional Assembly circulated the “Pre-Draft RSES” 
to the Assembly Elected Members on Friday 2nd November for 
their consideration at the next Assembly meeting to be held on 
Friday, 9th November, 2018.  In order to give consideration of 
the “Pre-Draft RSES” the Planning Authority arranged a work-
shop for all the Elected Members of Clare County Council on 
Wednesday 7th November at 2.30pm. The focus of the work-
shop being to consider and collate the views on the content of 
the Pre-Draft and its implications for County Clare, in order that 
Cllr Pat McMahon and Cllr Bill Slattery can propose any amend-
ments to the “Pre-Draft RSES” on behalf of Clare County Council 
to the Southern Assembly on Friday 9th November. 

The focus remains on ensuring that the key economic and spa-
tial priorities for the County are be included in the Draft RSES, 
together with advocating for sustainable population targets for 
County Clare to be assigned.  

Development Management

• 100 planning applications were received by Clare 
County Council during the month of October bringing the total 
number received to date for 2018 to 865.

• 22 pre-planning applications were received during the 
month of October bringing the total received to date for 2018 
to 245.  Pre-Planning enquiries are now being dealt with  within 
4 weeks of receipt of request.

Property Management

• Work is progressing on the detailed design for the new 
Civil Defence Headquarters and Training Centre which will form 
a major element of the refurbishment works to the proposed 
Quin Rd Campus.  Consultants have been appointed for the me-
chanical and electrical design work and a quantity surveyor has 
been engaged. This project will be developed on a phased basis.

•     Refurbishment works have been completed at the Ennisty-
mon MD Office, which provides a much improved working en-
vironment for staff and the meeting room has been upgraded.

Planning Enforcement

• 16 complaints were received, 5 warning letters were 
issued, 3 enforcement notices were served, 8 files were closed 
and 1 legal case was initiated during the month of October.

Taking in Charge

• Reports in relation to the Taking-in-Charge of 4 estates 
will be presented to Elected Members at their November Mu-
nicipal District Meetings.  

• Work is currently being finalised on a number of other 
estates where the bondholder is completing the works and the 
Taking-in-Charge team are continuing to monitor progress on 
these estates.  

• There are also a number of other estates where the 
Taking-in-Charge team have engaged a contractor to carry out 
remedial works on Clare County Council’s behalf following re-
ceipt of bond monies.

• The Taking-in-Charge team are preparing tender packs 
for remedial works programmes on a number of estates for 
which bond monies have been paid over. The focus will be on 
priority remedial works that will enable the estate to be com-
pleted to a standard required for taking-in -charge. 
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Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage

• The Architectural Conservation Officer (ACO) facilitated 
numerous meetings and gave advice on Bunratty Development 
Site, Ennis Courthouse, Convent Site, Kilrush, Dromoland Castle, 
Lemanah Castle, Clare Abbey, Templemaley Graveyard, Kilfenora 
Church,  O’Briensbridge, Old Barrack Killaloe, Sixmilebridge Li-
brary and Kilchreest Burial Ground.

• A Section 57 Declaration was prepared for Ennis Cathe-
dral. 

• The Architectural Conservation Officer also conducted 
final inspections for repairs to structures under the Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme 2018 (BHIS) and the Structures at Risk Fund 
2018 (SRF) where €50,000 was awarded in grants under the BHIS 
and €42,000 under the SRF.

Heritage & Biodiversity

• With funding from the National Biodiversity Action Plan 
and Clare County Council, a site specific Invasive Species Man-
agement Plan was prepared for Tobermurragh and Banes Field in 
Killaloe, County Clare. The plan presents a detailed action plan for 
the treatment, monitoring and management of invasive species 
on these sites and measures for eradication. A detailed habitat 
management plan has been prepared for the area in light of the 
master plan, which outlines measures for habitats present includ-
ing marsh habitat, mixed broadleaf woodland, drainage ditches, 
scrub, exposed margin and spoil heaps, amenity grassland, scat-
tered trees and parkland and the community garden. This project 
involved the design and delivery of a biodiversity education pro-
gramme for transition year students at the local St. Anne’s Sec-
ondary School.  Biodiversity interpretative material is at present 
being prepared for the site.

• As part of European Year of Cultural Heritage a film has 
been made to showcase the practices of Transhumance as prac-
ticed in the Burren in comparison with the traditional practices 
carried out in Austria. This is part of two films made with Austria, 
the other featuring the stonewall building in the Aran Islands.

• Heritage and nature based tourism reports are currently 
being finalised in addition to heritage recording in collaboration 
with local communities on the Shannon Estuary Way.

• A catchment based management plan for the control 
of Giant Hogweed on the River Blackwater and the Lower River 
Shannon is now being finalised. The detailed report is in three 
parts: the survey details of the River Blackwater and Errina Ca-
nal, a report on other invasive alien species and protected spe-
cies in the area and the implications for a management strategy, 
along with eradication protocol and costs estimates. It is likely 
that the infestation is due to a number of reasons, including soil 
movement, disturbance, localised flooding and the cutting and 
movement of silage in infested fields adjacent to the river and 
canal. A stakeholder workshop on the management strategy for 
the control of giant hogweed in the River Blackwater catchment 
(including Errina canal) in County Clare is being organised for the 
13th of November 2018 at Clare County Council.

• Ennis was awarded the Tidy Town Pollinator Award for 
the mid-west region in October 2018.

Forward Planning

• Vacant Sites Register: The Forward Planning Section 
have carried out an assessment of all sites listed in the Clare 
County Development Plan 2017-2023 to determine if they fall 
within the provisions of  The Urban Regeneration and Housing 
Act 2015 (as amended 2018). It is intended to send notices as per 
Section 7 (1) of the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 
(as amended 2018) to the owners of up to 10 sites in the com-
ing weeks to advise the land owners of the Council’s intention to 
place their land or property on the Vacant Sites Register and to 
advise land owners that submissions in respect of the proposed 
entry may be made in writing to the Planning Authority within a 
specified time frame. 

A progress report on the Vacant Site Levy implementation by 
Clare County Council was submitted to the Department of Hous-
ing, Planning and Local Government on 31st October.

• Villages Studies: The Planning Department will be 
scheduling a final public consultation event for each of the 6 vil-
lages to take place in the coming weeks.  It is intended that at 
these events a summary of the plan will be presented to the local 
community, any feedback will be considered and the plans will be 
finalised early in the new year.  

• Ennis Town Opportunity Sites: Draft master plans were 
received on opportunity sites OP1, OP4, OP5 and OP9 (Post Of-
fice Field & Analog building, the Boys National School site and 
the Briar Lane site).  The Planning Department gave feedback and 
comments to the consultants involved and are awaiting the final 
draft documents.  

• Ballyallia Enhancement Plan: Staff from the Planning 
Department, in an advisory capacity, attended the first Steer-
ing Group Meeting held on 9th October.  The next steps involve 
stakeholder consultation and engagement with consultants.  The 
Planning Authority will continue to support the local community 
group in whatever manner they require.  

• Kilrush Signage Plan: Revisions to the consultant’s pro-
posals have been received and approved.  The next step will be 
agreeing the location, text and finalising details.  

• 

Ennis Town Centre Health Check: The survey work has been com-
pleted for the 2018 Ennis Town Health Check, the report is cur-
rently in draft format and it is anticipated that this will be final-
ised and made available in the coming weeks.  
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LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE

•  Training: LEO Clare held 5 training courses in October, attend-
ed by 53 participants. The courses included Sales & Marketing 
Essentials, PR & Media Skills, Complete Digital Marketing, Start 
Your Own Business and Video Marketing Workshop. 

•  Ennis Food Festival: As part of the Ennis Food Festival, LEO 
Clare collaborated with Bank of Ireland in providing A Celebrity 
Live Cook off with Chef Gary O’Hanlon.  The event also hosted 
stands by 6 local food producers who were able to promote their 
offering to over 170 people who attended.

•  

TOV Information Session: LEO Clare hosted a Trading Online 
Voucher Evening on 9 October in the Killaloe Hotel.  22  busi-
nesses heard learned more about online trading and availing of 
the website voucher.  4 web developers hosted trade stands and 
met with local businesses.

• Service Level Agreement Review with Enterprise Ire-
land: LEO Clare had its annual review in relation to services pro-
vided to Clare enterprises from grant aid to training and mentor-
ing.  It was noted that LEO Clare was in the Top 5 performing 
LEOs in the country.

• Evaluation Committee (EVAC): LEO Clare held their fifth 
EVAC meeting on 23rd October. Two businesses were approved 
grant aid totalling €59,500. 

•         National Women’s Enterprise Day (NWED):  National 
Women’s Enterprise Day (NWED) - On 18 October LEO Clare in 
conjunction with LEO Tipperary & LEO Limerick hosted the re-
gional National Women’s Enterprise Day held in Adare Manor. 

The full day event attracted 120 participants with keynote speak-
ers Marissa Carter, Cocoa Brown and Vicki O’Toole, JJ O’Toole 
Ltd, as well as a panel discussion including Clare Businesswomen 
Aine Gleeson, Wowwee and Anne Marie Neville (ex Data Dis-
play). The event will be hosted in Clare next year.

• 

Quality Food and Drinks Awards: This event was held in Dublin 
on 18th October and two LEO Clare supported businesses were 
on the roll of honour, namely Meere’s Pork Products and Inagh 
Farmhouse Cheese (St. Tola’s Cheese) with Meere’s winning the 
Overall Gold Q Award.
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ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

•  TII’s allocation of core grants for 2018 amounts to a total 
of €2.07 million for Clare Co Council while the DTTaS grants 
amount to a total of €23.537 million and represent a signifi-
cant increase over 2017. The most notable features include in-
creases of between 15 and 20% in respect of the key Improve-
ment and Surface Dressing grants, almost €450,000 to cater 
for road drainage requirements (a new grant category) which 
has in turn been topped up by a contribution of €300,000 from 
this year’s enhanced IPB Dividend and €1.25 million to facilitate 
completion of the Latoon Bridge project. Following on from 
the approval of the SMDW by all 4 MDs in March, the Roads 
programme is well advanced throughout the county. The major 
remediation contract at Latoon Bridge has progressed through 
a very intensive programme – it is on schedule and substan-
tially completed.  It reopened to traffic on 25 May. Construc-
tion work is well underway on the Mountrivers bridge on the 
N67 at Doonbeg. The works consist of the demolition of the 
existing bridge and the construction of a new 2-span bridge of 
reinforced concrete with masonry finish including a local rea-
lignment of the N-67 at the bridge.  A rehabilitation contract 
on Bank Place Bridge, Ennis is substantially completed and is 
programmed for completion by the middle of November.   
•  The Council submitted an application to the DTTaS earlier 

this year for a CIS allocation of €1,335,000 to undertake 37 
projects. The DTTaS has confirmed funding of the full amount 
sought with the funding being provided over 2018 (€600,000) 
and 2019 (€735,000). The 2018 CIS projects are underway with 
works on projects in 2019 to be undertaken early in 2019.
•  The Council was allocated a sum of €482,000 for LIS schemes 
in March 2018 and the schedule of 13 schemes which was sub-
mitted to the Department of Rural & Community Development 
on foot of same has been approved & works completed.  A fur-
ther allocation of €556,844 has just been announced in respect 
of the LIS scheme for 2018 and details are awaited from the 
Department regarding same.
•  Clare County Council sent an application to the Depart-
ment of Transport Tourism and Sport following significant road 
damage as a result of the prolonged dry weather.  The Dept 
in response allocated additional funding to Clare Co Council of 
€550,000 under a new ‘Special Maintenance Grant’ to under-
take repairs to the road network in 2018.
•  Overlay work for Bealaha on the N67 has been included in an 
Irish Water contract for watermain rehabilitation.  A contrac-
tor has been appointed by Irish Water to carry out the amal-
gamated works.  Confirmation of a start date on the ground is 
awaited. 
•  A contract for overlays on National Roads has been procured 
and works are presently being completed on same.
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The key priorities in relation to public lighting include complete 
changeover to LED technology, achievement of the 2020 Carbon 
footprint reduction target and replacement of supporting infra-
structure where required.    Present indications are that finan-
cial arrangements are likely to be put in place to facilitate Local 
Authorities in upgrading to LED technology which in turn would 
support very significant energy savings.   The aspiration is that 
this upgrading would be achieved on a cost neutral basis, but 
over the coming years the Council will have to find significant 
additional funding to cover the cost of replacement of other in-
frastructure such as defective columns and brackets, ducting, 
upgrade of lanterns in estates that are to be taken in charge etc.  
This will be significant and much of this work needs to be under-

taken urgently.  Clare County Council is seeking to participate in 
a National Local Authority Public Lighting Efficiency Project led 
by the Road Management Office subject to statutory approval 
regarding funding.  This project is specifically directed to replace 
the public lights that will deliver significant energy savings. A 
current review of the strategy is considering whether it may be 
feasible to include replacement of the infrastructure most in 
need of attention as part of the changeover to LED

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options 
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 
•  Internet: Direct reporting on airtricitysolutions.com 
•  Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre@ 1850 372 772 
• Local Authority Identification – via clarecoco.ie / 0656821616. 

PUBLIC LIGHTING

The Project Management Office had a number of projects 
progress and Steering Committee meetings in October and 
work on all projects is continuing.   Further training of staff from 
other Directorates in Project Management took place with the 
expectation that all sections involved in the delivery of capital 
projects will operate to a standard set of procedures and proc-
esses.  

While currently involved in almost 40 projects, the updated sta-
tus of the main projects are as follows: 
• Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass –  The project is continuing 
on a number of fronts.  The land acquisition both by agreement 
and through the arbitration process is progressing with further 
hearings scheduled for the weeks beginning Nov 12th and 19th.  
Necessary Survey work, both in river and on land, has been car-
ried out and/or is being procured.
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – The 
Project Steering Group met again last week with progress being 

made on the Appraisal documentation and Modelling Informa-
tion required.   Meetings/Briefings took place with TII personnel 
recently and a meeting with the DTTAS is now being sought for 
mid to late November with a view to moving the project onwards 
to the next stage of the approval process.
•    Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes Cor-
ner) – The Project Steering group comprising of CCC, TII, Midwest 
Regional Design Office (MWRDO) and Consultants (Roughan 
O’Donovan – AECOM) is progressing work on a number of fronts.  
Further design work necessary for the preparation of the CPO 
Drawings and schedule continuing with a view to having that 
element of the work completed by the end of the year.  Sen-
ior Engineer Sean Lenihan has met with most/all of the affected 
landowners and is available to deal with any queries/concerns 
that hey or other affected members of the community may have.
    

Continued next page ----->

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office
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STORM DAMAGE

The updated position in regard to the various Coastal and Flood/Storm damaged works is as follows: 

PROJECT CURRENT SITUATION
Cloughaninchy Clare County Council is negotiating with Landowners on the acquisition of land for the project.
New Quay/Aughinish Clare County Council has requested the OPW for an update on the progress of the scheme.
Doolin The Feasibility Study has been submitted to the OPW for its consideration.
Liscannor Bay Clare County Council has requested the OPW for an update on the progress of the scheme.

Lahinch South The Marine Licence Vetting Committee (MLVC) has recommended that Clare County Council be granted 
a lease, foreshore licence and haulage licence subject to certain conditions and valuations. The Council 
has accepted the conditions and valuations. The licence is also subject to clarification from the Chief 
State Solicitors office. Clare County Council will be proceeding to tender for the appointment of a con-
tractor in the coming weeks with a view to commencing the works early in the new year and completed 
prior to next summers bathing season.

Whitestrand 
Miltown

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal ero-
sion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW.  We are awaiting their determination in this 
regard.

Quilty Work on the re appraisal of the project in line with the recommendations of the OPW is advancing. The 
sediment transportation modelling required by the OPW is delaying the finalising of the report.

Spanish Point An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal ero-
sion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW.

Kilbaha Clare County Council has requested the OPW for an update on the progress of the scheme. 
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• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – Concerns by 
some affected landowners of the potential for an increased risk 
of flooding as a result of the proposed works are being consid-
ered by the Project Consultants, Kilgallen & Partners.  Additional 
topographical surveys have been carried out and a Flood Risk 
Assessment has been completed.  This now allows Kilgallen & 
Partners to progress the design after which we will formally sub-
mit to TII for approval to move to the next stage of the approval 
process.  

• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Following the 
recent approval of the Project Appraisal Plan, this project is 
currently with the TII for approval of the necessary funding to 
progress it to the next stage of the process, i.e. the appointment 
of Consultants to prepare a Business Case and carry out the nec-
essary Ground investigations which will inform the preliminary 
design.  I would hope to be in a position to update after the next 
Steering Group meeting scheduled for November 28th next.

• Shannon Embankments – Further to a Project Meet-
ing with the OPW on October 22ndlast, we are awaiting their 
finalisation of the Brief to appoint Consultants for this and other 
related projects. This is expected in the coming weeks.  In order 
not to delay matters, we are progressing with the gathering of 
necessary background and baseline data required in the mean-
time.  We have a Project Steering Group meeting, led by CCC 
with representatives from the OPW and the Shannon Group/DT-
TaS, scheduled for the morning of Nov 26th followed by a Data 
Gathering workshop with other relevant staff & stakeholders 
that afternoon.

• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – All 10 no Contrac-
tors who submitted tenders were deemed suitable under the 
Assessment criteria and are currently being evaluated by the 
Project Consultants, Ryan Hanley.  Following such evaluation 

and clarification of any issues/queries arising, we will be in a 
position to recommend the successful contractor to the OPW.  
The OPW have assured us that the necessary funding is available 
and their approval process will be carried out as expeditiously 
as possible.   We are hopeful of having the successful Contractor 
appointed before the end of the year with work beginning on 
site early in the new year.

• Doolin Pier Services Centre & Village Enhancement – 
The Consultants are currently finalising the agreed outcomes in 
relation to the Village Enhancement part of the proposed works.  
Following this, they will be developing the Service Block propos-
al design further.  Members will be aware that an application 
was made under the Rural Regeneration & Development Fund 
for this project, the outcome of which is awaited.

• CFRAMs:  Work continues in progressing the 6 no 
schemes identified in the recently launched Flood Risk Manage-
ment Plans (FRMP) for Clare.  The Steering Group comprising of 
Clare County Council, OPW regional and OPW national met in 
late October. Current work being carried out includes the col-
lation of all available background information, previous reports 
and modelling information relating to the specific areas and 
projects.  This will then inform the detailed design once Consult-
ants have been appointed.  It was also agreed that the FRMP 
identified for Killaloe would be more appropriate to be carried 
out by Tipperary County Council as the scheme also includes el-
ements on the Ballina side which are more significant than the 
works identified as being necessary on the Killaloe side.  Clare 
County Council would of course remain party to the works and 
be involved in the Project Steering Group.  It should also be not-
ed that areas outside of CFRAMs will of course continue to be 
identified by Clare County Council and funding sought under the 
Minor Works Scheme. 
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Flood Relief Schemes:
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where we 
have been progressing flood relief schemes is as follows: 
• Springfield, Clonlara:   The Part VIII Application for this 
scheme was withdrawn in recent days in order to carry out some 
additional environmental analysis following issues raised during 
the public consultation phase of the Application.  These issues 
relate to the obligation of Clare County Council to ensure that 
the proposed development does not have a direct or indirect ad-
verse effect on the Qualifying Interests of the local Special Area 
of Conservation, particularly downstream of the proposed devel-
opment. We are working with our Consultants and OPW to deal 
with these issues as a matter of urgency with a view to resubmit-
ting the application at the earliest juncture. Given that additional 
survey and further modelling will be required, it will most likely 
be the new year when we are in a position to resubmit the ap-
plication. In the meantime, consultations are continuing with af-
fected landowners regarding the necessary lands required.
• Miltown Malbay:  Members will be aware that we have 
submitted the necessary Section 50 application to the OPW and 
are awaiting their determination on the matter.  If approved by 
the OPW, we will be immediately seeking the necessary funding 
to move to detailed design, tender and construction stage.
• Ballyvaughan: The topographical survey required to ad-
vance the project has been completed and the data submitted to 
the consultants. The detailed design and environmental assess-
ment work is continuing. 
• Murtyclough:  An Bord Pleanála has extended its time 
for making a decision on this project and has informed the Coun-
cil that it will make a determination before 7 December.Pending 
funding approval, the tender process should get underway one 
month after the decision to be followed by a 4-6 month con-
struction period.
 • Clarecastle (Thomond Villas):   Environmental and top-
ographical surveys of the location have begun. On completion of 
same, the Consultants will begin the detailed design and prepa-
ration of a formal planning application.  Following which, pend-
ing decision on Planning Approval, an application for funding will 
be submitted to the OPW. 
• Minor Works Schemes: Clare County Council has re-
cently received approval for the appointment of Consultants 
to progress a minor flood mitigation scheme at Quin, Co Clare.  
Work in this regard is being progressed.

WATER SERVICES

Water Services reform and other issues:  
Nationally, WRC recommendation in relation to the operation 
and roll out of the Hand Held Units has been agreed.  The sec-
ond payment file for eligible users of the Hand Held Units has 
been received along with eligibility criteria from Irish Water and 
will be processed in the coming weeks.   Other Transformation 
Projects including the Leakage Management System, Planned 
Maintenance, the Lab Strategy and the National Telemetry Sys-
tem, SiMs (Health & Safety), Connections & Developer Systems 
and Materials Framework projects continue to be progressed 
through Steering Groups and Capital programmes.

Restructuring
Clare County Council is finalizing the implementation of a re-
structuring programme within Water Services into water and 
wastewater operations to deliver a more efficient and effective 
service under the Service Level Agreement with Irish Water.  

Asset Transfer
Work in relation to Asset Transfer is ongoing with 147 No. assets 
currently transferred to Irish Water and 6 No. assets are with the 
National Special Projects Office (NSPO).

Water & Wastewater operational – key points
The most significant individual operational items during October:

Water
• The Disinfection Project is complete. Irish Water have 
engaged CSL to carry out calibration  and maintenance of equip-
ment installed as part of the Project and other mechanical/elec-
trical equipment in Water Treatment Plants not included in the 
programme in the various locations throughout the County. 
• Issues with Chlorine dosing pumps in West Clare con-
tinue to present and Operations staff are diligent in resolving the 
issues in order to maintain a potable water supply to customers.
• A break occurred in the Barefield to Crusheen rising 
main on Thursday Oct 25th which necessitated tankering water 
to Crusheen for two days. The leak was located and the weater-
main was repaired on Friday Oct 26th. 

Clare Drought 2018
• Lake and Borehole water levels continue to be moni-
tored throughout the county following lengthy dry period 
throughout the summer months. 
• Restrictions which were in place in North Clare and Tul-
la have been lifted as supplies have now returned to normal. 

Wastewater
The EPA is continuing with their inspections of waste water treat-
ment plants and a number of plants have been inspected in the 
last month i.e Tulla, Lisdoonvarna, Doonbeg, Miltown Malbay.

CAPITAL PROJECTS

•  Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers 
for the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP) in Clare.

•  The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomera-
tions in Clare (Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) 
as well as continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at 
Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP has also been approved for 
improvement works as part of the 2017-2021 CIP. An interim up-
grade for Shannon WwTP, which is in addition to the CIP, is cur-
rently being progressed to tender stage.

•  Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in 
addition to the CIP 2017-2021. RPS has been appointed by IW as 
Consulting Engineers. This project involves 5 Clare towns and vil-
lages with less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities – 
Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush and Liscannor. A review 
of the Gate 1 studies and the submission of the Design Incep-
tion Report have been completed. Pre-planning meetings with 
Clare County Council Planning Department have concluded and 
the detailed design has advanced significantly. Scheduled brief-
ing sessions for elected members and public open evenings have 
been completed for Clarecastle, Kilrush, Kilkee, Ballyvaughan 
and Liscannor agglomerations. Planning applications commenc-
ing with Kilrush is expected to be lodged by IW in the late au-
tumn 2018.

The next page contains a summary of any changes in status of 
significant capital projects:
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WATER PROJECTS

Rockmount WTP Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
• Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
• Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
• Construct new 1,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP. 
• Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with Irish Water Specifications.
• Water Mains Upgrade for approx. 5.5km between Miltown Malbay and Mullagh.

Guerin&Considine ltd have withdrawn from the contract, the next contractor on the tender list has been ap-
proached. Contract Documents to appointment this contractor are being drawn up.

Survey Work at the Reservoir is continuing. The Asbestos survey of the existing WTP has been completed and 
this report will form part of the Planning Application.

Networks Port-
folio

Works on the Networks Portfolio will include establishment of District Metering Area’s and a countywide Find 
& Fix leak programme, a number of reports have been received this month highlighting additional leaks and 
damaged infrastructure. Works to repair these issues have been ongoing with positive results on water loss 
being recorded. 
Newmarket-on-Fergus Mains Rehab has been completed and reinstatement of the pavement will follow in the 
next two weeks subject to contractor availability.

Water Treatment 
Plant Upgrades

Old & New Doolough, Corofin and Ballymacraven WTP have been approved for upgrades. RPS has been ap-
pointed as Consultants and site visits have taken place. 
Data gathering on the projects are ongoing.
A proposal to upgrade Castlelake WTP is being prepared at the moment.

Bealaha Mains 
Replacement

1.5km of mains replacement; Healy-Rae Ltd from Kerry has been appointed Contractor to this project a road 
opening license has been approved for and we are waiting on a commencement date.
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WASTEWATER 
PROJECTS
Clare UTAS
• Ballyvaughan; • Clare-
castle • Kilkee; • Kilrush; 
Liscannor

The projects under UTAS are currently at detailed design stage. Initial Public information sessions 
have been completed for Clarecastle, Kilrush and Kilkee, Ballyvaughan and Liscannor. Initial con-
tact with land owners has been made for each agglomeration. Planning applications commencing 
with Kilrush are expected to be lodged by IW in the late Autumn 2018.

Clare CIP 2017-2021
• Shannon WwTP; • En-
nistymon WwTP; • Lahinch 
WwTP; Newmarket on 
Fergus Outfall

Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers for the Gate 1 agglomeration con-
cept designs. An Interim Upgrade Design Options Report has been submitted for Shannon WwTP 
which has been reviewed by Clare County Council and IW. This interim upgrade has now advanced 
to tender stage with the completion of the final design workshop with IW.

Francis Street Pumpstation 
Upgrade 

The project will involve an upgrade of the four pumps in the storm overflow chamber and ancil-
lary works. Cantwell Electrical Engineering has been appointed Contractor to this project. A recent 
meeting was held with the Contractor and a works schedule is to due be issued.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the consultant 
and has been approved by Irish Water. Third part surveys are completed. The CoA application has 
been submitted to the EPA. The Planning Application for the project is expected to be submitted 
shortly after some minor amendments to land-take were required to accommodate a landowner’s 
late intervention.

Quin WWTP upgrade This scheme is out to Tender as part of the ECI (Early Contractor Involvement) bundle of projects. 

Flow Monitoring Project Snagging of this project is ongoing. O&M Manuals have been received.
NCAP – National Certificate 
of Authorisation Pro-
gramme

This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 
and their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare have been 
included in the first round of assessments. RPS has prepared Site Option Reports for both plants 
which are currently under review.

Satellite Dewatering Cen-
tres

Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite dewatering centre for the purpose of 
treating imported sludge from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued their report which is 
currently under consideration. 

IWSS – Inlet Works, Storm 
& Sludge 

This programme aims to assess WWTP for upgrade works in three areas – Inlet Screen Works, 
Storm Capacity and Sludge Handling. J.B. Barry Consultants have been appointed and data gather-
ing has commenced for three sites in Clare – Miltown Malbay WWTP, Inagh WWTP and Kilmihil.
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CLARE COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE

Refurbishment/Extension of Kilkee Fire Station
Works are continuing on this project which involves the com-
plete redevelopment of the existing Fire Station to include the 
following new facilities; Drying Room, BA Servicing, Compressor 
Room, Lecture Room, Kitchenette, Storage Area, Shower and 
toilet facilities including disabled access. The total cost of the 
project is €661,207.37. The expected completion date for this 
project is mid December. Kilkee Fire Brigade has a crew of 9 re-
tained personnel.

Open Days held in Shannon Fire Station
Following recent challenges with recruiting retained Fire Service 
Personnel, in particular in Shannon Town, Open Days were ar-
ranged of Shannon Fire Station on 13th & 14th October 2018.  
The Open Days included an extensive display of the equipment 
and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) used by crews in Shan-
non Fire Brigade. Fire-fighters and Officers from the Brigade 
gave visitors an overview of what the job entailed and the ben-
efits to joining the Fire Service. Approximately 30 people visited 
the station each day.  The success of the Open Day was realised 
in a significant increase in the number of applicants for a recent-
ly advertised competition for retained fire-fighters for Shannon 
Fire Brigade.

National Fire Safety Week
National Fire Safety Week took place from  1st – 8th October 
2018.  Activities included - A talk was given by a Fire Officer to 
ICA guilds to promote rural Fire safety.  Fire Officers attended a 
stand at Ennis Mart on the 2nd October to promote Fire Safety 
and they distributed smoke detectors.  An interview with a Fire 
Officer to promote Fire Safety was aired on Clare FM.

Joint Exercise in Shannon Pharmaceutical Plant
Fire Service personnel attended an Exercise at the Avara Facil-
ity in Shannon Industrial Estate on the 18th October working 
in conjunction with Avara’s Emergency Response Team (ERT). 
Avara are required to run an exercise every two years to meet 
their statutory obligations. Clare County Fire & Rescue Service 
and the Avara ERT Teams have participated in numerous joint 
training exercises in recent years. The close working relationship 
between both crews was reflected in a very successful exercise.

Table Top Emergency Exercise
Due to the nature of the risk and the road access network, Shan-
non Fire Brigade are mobilised to incidents in the Limerick Tun-
nel. Extensive training was carried out for crews in Clare, Lim-
erick and Tipperary prior to the opening of the tunnel. Ongoing 
refresher training takes place on a regular basis. The Limerick 
Tunnel Operator is obliged to run an Exercise every 2 years to 
test their responsiveness to any potential emergency. A Table 
Top Exercise took on the 19th October in the South Court Ho-
tel involving a range of agencies. Representatives from Shannon 
and Ennis Fire Brigades took part in the exercise. 

Recent Operational Training Courses
• In October, Clare County Fire & Rescue Service ran 4 
Chainsaw Courses (including 2 refresher courses). 16 person-
nel attended.  Swift Water First Responder Courses were held in 
Shannon, Ennistymon and Scariff.

The following are the notable activities in the Fire & Building 
Control Section for the month of October.
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Fire & Building  
Control Section (Main 
Activities)

OCTOBER 
2018

YEAR 
TO 
DATE

Number of Emergency Calls 
Attended

79 876

Number of Fire Safety  
Certificates Received

3 79

Number of Fire Safety  
Certificates Granted

6 84

Number of Fire Safety  
Certificates Invalidated

0 1

Number of Disability Access 
Certificates Received

1 58

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:

•  Under the Multi Annual Rural Water Programme for 2018, 
Clare County Council are progressing works on a number of 
Group Water Schemes. A total of €440,000 was administered 
to Clare County Council under measure 2 (water conservation 
and upgrade works).  An additional €31,000 was awarded under 
Measure 1 for Water Quality bringing the overall allocation to the 
county to €471,000.
•  Works have been ongoing over the past few months under the 
Rural Water Programme with Fanore GWS, Castlequarter GWS, 
Knockavilla GWS , Killone GWS, Lurraga GWS, Kilnaboy GWS  hav-
ing completed works. Works are ongoing on Carrigerry GWS ,Lis-
sycasey GWS, Ballinruane GWS, Coolmeen Kildysart GWS, Fox 
and Geese GWS, Drumline GWS, Deerpark GWS and Ballycar 

GWS. Water quality works are also due to take place on Killone 
GWS and Bodyke GWS.
•  No scheme was taken in charge in October by Irish Water, how-
ever the Rural Water Programme have been working actively 
with schemes who wish to be taken in charge and are hopeful 
that more schemes shall be taken in charge by Irish Water prior 
to the new year. Clare County Council were successful in getting 
100% funding for 4no. schemes that are actively seeking taken in 
charge and that were currently undergoing upgrade works. This 
is extremely beneficial to the GWS’s given that all works are now 
department funded. 
•  The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes to en-
sure their members have a robust and sustainable quality and 
quantity supply of water available to them.

17



 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

18

ENVIRONMENT

Waste Enforcement 
•  The Waste Enforcement Unit continues to police illegal waste 
activity and monitor licensed facilities throughout the County. 
• There are currently 188 active environmental complaints 
logged on the CRM system, 134 of which have been allocated 
to the Waste Enforcement Unit. A total of 1162 complaints have 
been closed out by the enforcement unit since the start of the 
year.
• Returns have now been made to Department for Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE) to facilitate draw 
down of the Anti-Dumping initiative funding for 2018. A total of 
76 tonnes of waste was collected from sites in Co. Clare as well 
as 642 mattresses collected as part of the mattress amnesty day 
earlier in the year.

• Seven fines were issued in October to individuals under the 
Litter Pollution Act 1997 (As amended). The team secured a suc-
cessful prosecution against an individual this month at Kilrush 
district court. A number of other cases are in the court system 
and are expected to be heard before the end of the year. Inves-
tigation of two individuals, under the Waste Management Act 
1996 (As amended), remain ongoing following alleged illegal 
dumping incidents. 
• Inspection of permitted and other facilities, as per an inspec-
tion plan agreed with the EPA, is now coming to an end for this 
year. The 2019 inspection plan is currently being developed and 
will include inspections for new facilities permitted in 2018. 

Litter Management Plan 2019-2021
•  The non-statutory consultation phase has commenced in pre-
paring a Draft Litter Management Plan for the period 2019-2021.  
Closing date for submissions was Friday, 19th October.  A number 
of submissions were received and these will be considered when 
preparing the Draft Litter Management Plan.

Capital Projects - beaches
• The tendering process for the upgrade of Lahinch public toilets is 
complete and it is anticipated that a contractor will be appointed in 
coming weeks.

Streamscapes initiative -Aille and Caher River Catchments
• During the first week of October five North Clare schools 
and Lisdoonvarna Failte participated in a Clare County Council 
Greener Clare initiative focusing on the aquatic and biodiversity 
resources of the Aille and Caher River Catchments. Utilising the 
award-winning ‘StreamScapes’ programme, Clare County Coun-
cil and Cork-based Coomhola Salmon Trust hosted a series of 
field studies and theory sessions, backed up by a dedicated local 
environmental booklet which was freely distributed throughout 
the community.    This initiative was building on the successes 
of the Uisce Aille Programme developed under the Geopark Life 
Project.  In hosting this programme, Clare County Council gave 
people the opportunity to learn about the important links be-
tween high status local water quality and human health, thriving 
socio-economy and biodiversity. Below photo by Carsten Krieger.

Clare Greener Festivals 
• The organisers of 10 festivals held in 2018 were presented with 
their Certificates of Completion following their participation in 
the Green Festival Ambassador and Leader training programme, 
which is the first of its kind in the country. The greening of fes-
tivals and events is an integral part of the Greener Clare pro-
gramme and aims to reduce the environmental impact of events 
and festivals on the local environment. Participating festivals 
that completed the training are committed to this initiative and 
are currently engaging with Clare Local Development Company 
to help them develop as a network with a view to bringing more 
festivals across Clare on board.
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ENVIRONMENT

Local Solutions to Plastic Pollution 
• Clare County Council, through the Greener Clare programme 
and the Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership fund sup-
ported an awareness raising evening led by a local Miltown Mal-
bay volunteer Eileen O Malley of the “Local Solution to Plastic 
Pollution” initiative at the Armada Spanish Point on Tuesday Oc-
tober 23rd from 7:30 to 9pm. This evening was about looking 
at ways communities can reduce their use of plastic and over-
come the problem that plastic is causing to our beaches. It was 
estimated that there was 250 people in attendance at this very 
popular event. 

Clare Dog Shelter
Refurbishment works commenced at the dog shelter on 12th 
October.  Works being carried out include installation of new 
windows, flooring, insulation, drainage works, reorganisation of 
internal configuration to create vet room and kitchenette.

Energy 
Limerick Clare Energy Agency, Clare County Council Greener 
Clare Team and the Office of Public Works (OPW) joined forces 
for Energy Awareness Day with a joint public information stand 
at Aras Contae an Chláir on Wednesday 17th October 2018. As it 
was October Reuse Month there was lots information and advice 
on how to prevent waste and reuse at home at work as well as 
plenty energy saving tips and advice for the home.  

Tender Deadline Date
Organisation  
Energy Management 
System

Energy Consumption data has been pre-
pared and submitted to the annual statu-
tory reports under SI 426. 

Clare County  
Council Energy Costs

There has been a 5% reduction in en-
ergy costs in the past 9 months of 2018 
compared to the same period in 2017. 
The reduction in energy costs is mainly 
attributable to the benefit centralised 
energy tariff negotiations, and energy 
efficiency upgrades in public lights and 
large buildings. Energy cost reductions will 
vary throughout the year as a function of 
the quantity of energy consumed and the 
change in tariffs applied. 

Clare County  
Council Energy  
Consumption

While the cost reduction is 5% the usage 
has been reduced by 2%.  A national & 
regional pubic lighting upgrade programme 
is being led by the Roads Management 
Office (RMO). The RMO has written to the 
Chief Executive of all local authorities with 
a business case to upgrade all public lights 
by 2021. For Clare County Council the 
proposed upgrade would involve 11,924 
lights and could reduce energy consump-
tion by 2,900,000 kWh. The programme is 
proposed to commence in quarter 3, 2019. 

Clare County  
Council Energy Per-
formance

Clare County Council has achieved an 
energy performance of 17.5% towards 
the required 33% by 2020. Significant 
progress is required over the coming two 
years.  The percentage improvement is 
dependent upon the organisation energy 
consumed and the performance metric. 
The percentage change is calculated on 
the Monitoring & Reporting perform-
ance tool hosted by the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland. 

To meet the 33% target by 2020, Clare 
County Council must reduce energy 
consumption by 3,574,000 kWh. 
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OCTOBER IN PICTURES
                          AROUND THE COUNCIL                                                                                                       

Shannon MD members, Cllrs Mike McKee, Gerry Flynn 
(Cathaoirleach), PJ Ryan and John Crowe make a presentation to  
Irish Hockey player Namoi Carroll, pictured here with her parents 

during the recent Mayoral Reception.

Cllr Michael Begley, Mayor of Clare, and Bill Lewis, New York, pic-
tured at the New York County Clare Assoication annual dinner.

The Secretary General of the Department of Rural and 
Community Development Mr. Kevin McCarthy pictured 
during a recent visit to the Kilrush Digital Hub.

Members of Shannon Municipal District on a visit to Ardnacrusha

Pictured at the singing of a contract for the construction of a new 
social housing development in Feakle L-R: Cllr Gerry Flynn, Chair 

of the Social Development SPC; Ruth Hurley, Senior Executive 
Architect; Michael Begley, Mayor of Clare; Anne Haugh, Director of 
Social Development; Aidan Healy, Reddy Architecture and Urban-
ism; Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, Clare County Council; Darragh 
Lynch, Custy Construction Ltd; Dermot Custy, Custy Construction 
Ltd; Siobhán McNulty, Senior Executive Officer; Housing; Mairead 

Pictured at the singing of a contract for the construction of a 
new social housing development in Clonlara l-r Anne Haugh, 

Director of Social Development; James O’Donoghue, Tom 
McNamara & Ptnrs; Patrick Keogh, Pat Keogh Construction Ltd.; 
John Geaney, Matt O’Mahony & Associates Ltd.; Michael Begley, 
Mayor of Clare; Maxmillian Kraus, Hassett Leyden & Associates; 
Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, Clare County Council; Councillor 

Gerry Flynn, Chair of the Social Development SPC.
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