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One of Ireland’s most visited tourism attractions, the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience has launched a new shuttle bus service 
aimed at further enhancing sustainable development and management of tourism across the wider North Clare area.

The Cliffs of Moher Shuttle operates 8 times daily during June, July and August and provides direct services between Ennistymon, 
Lahinch, Liscannor, Doolin, Lisdoonvarna and the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience and Cliffs of Moher Coastal Walk.  Shuttle 
Tickets may be purchased online at www.cliffsofmoher.ie where a full timetable of scheduled services is also available.

Bobby Kerr, Chair of the Board of Cliffs of Moher Ltd., says the new service has been introduced to encourage visitors to the Cliffs 
of Moher stay longer in the county, reduce the environmental impact of tourism traffic on the county’s roads and to spread the 
economic benefits associated with the more than 1.5 million people who visit the Cliffs of Moher each year.

Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council, commented, “The Cliffs of Moher Shuttle is a fantastic new service serving 
visitors and walkers staying in the surrounding towns and villages with 8 departures daily walkers can enjoy the outdoors for 
longer without their cars.”

Mr. Dowling noted that the new bus shuttle service is among a series of initiatives introduced at the world famous visitor attraction 
to reduce traffic congestion and to distribute the spend of visitors to the Cliffs to the neighbouring towns and villages.

No new licences have been issued by the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience without the applying tour operator providing evidence 
that their visit will also include an overnight stay or visit to another attraction or hospitality provider in Clare.  Furthermore, 
dynamic pricing has been introduced for coach operators which offers reduced admission rates during off-peak periods to 
encourage operators to overnight in Clare, while trade rates are offered to local accommodation providers to include admission to 
the Cliffs of Moher in their packages.

Meanwhile, the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience has this month published tenders for consultants to prepare a strategic overview 
and make recommendations which will create a truly memorable visitor experience, secure the sustainable delivery of the Cliffs of 
Moher and the North Clare area as a major international visitor destination, while benefiting the regional economy and respecting 
the environment.

Leonard Cleary, Director of Rural Development, Clare County Council, commented, “The Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience 
is committed to working with all other agencies in further developing a truly sustainable tourism destination that gives direct 
benefits to the local community.”

He added, “The Strategic Review will inform the sustainable development and management of tourism across the wider North 
Clare area, and will take account of the needs of the local residents, local tourism businesses, business interests generally, visitors, 
and the environment. It will seek to share locally the benefits from significant visitor numbers, while mitigating the negative 
impacts. The subject area stretches south and east to Lahinch and Ennistymon, north to Doolin, and northwest to Lisdoonvarna.”

The Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience is operated by Clare County Council and employs 110 staff during the peak season and is 
a significant employer in North Clare. Additionally, more than 50 staff employed by tenant companies are supported at the site. 
Visitor numbers at the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience in County Clare increased by 3.8% to 1,580,010 last year. Significantly, the 
visitor figures reveal that the Fully Independent Traveller (FIT) market showed greater growth than the group market with 55% of 

Cliffs of Moher Shuttle Bus is launched 
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With funding secured from the Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR), Clare County Council in conjunction with 
Arvoia (Intelligent Mobility Solutions company, based in Kerry) 
are currently leading a project to develop a pilot community 
transport service based on a car-sharing model, known as Clare 
Local Lift.

The Clare Local Lift app will be especially designed for a dedicated 
area of Clare on a pilot basis.  Volunteer drivers (transport 
providers) in the pilot area will soon be invited to sign up to Clare 
Local Lift.  Registered volunteers will post their local transport 
offerings to a specially designed mobile app which could then 

be taken up by local users (transport seekers) who have posted 
their needs on this same app, for example a weekly lift to the 
local doctor’s surgery or shop etc.   The intention is to pilot Clare 
Local Lift in a village in West Clare.  Based on 2016 CSO figures, it 
has been established that approximately 20% of households are 
without a car in the area to be piloted.

Clare Local Lift will be ready for driver sign up in mid-July 2019 
and operational by late October 2019.  This will be a pilot 
scheme and will be operational for a set period initially, subject 
to national guidance and financial support.

Progress is being made on plans for the redevelopment 
of the Kilmurry-Ibrickane sports ground into a state of 
the art sports facility and tourism hub.  

Healy & Partners Architects have been procured to 
prepare a master plan for the site for the proposed 
sport and tourism projects. 

At a recent meeting in April, the architects were 
introduced to the Kilmurry-Ibrickane GAA Committee 
and Clare County Council staff were present to support 
the project.

Kilmurry-Ibrickane sports ground 

A children’s gardening workshop that recently took place involving children from the Scoil Chríost Rí National School (Green 
School committee) has produced wonderful results around the Cloughleigh Resource House gardens in Ennis. 

The workshop was facilitated by Niamh Wiley, the Rural & Community Development Officer for Clare County Council and the result of 
collaboration between the Cloughleigh Residence Group, Clare County Council, Ennis Chambers, Ennis West Men’s Shed, Ennis Tidy 
Towns, and Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board (LCETB).    The children learned about potting plants and the importance 
of planting pollinator friendly flowers. The children also prepared, designed and planted their very own pollinator flower bed in the 
Cloughleigh estate. The planting and potting tutorial was delivered by Sinead Monaghan Horticultural Tutor, LCETB.

Mad About Bees - Childrens Garden Project Cloughleigh
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CORPORATE SERVICES
New Council: 
•  Following Local Elections 2019 a new CPG group has been 
established with membership as follows:
Cllr. Cathal Crowe, Cathaoirleach;
Cllr. Pat Hayes, Chair Rural Development SPC;
Cllr. Gerry Flynn, Chair of Social Development SPC;
Cllr. John Crowe, Chair of Economic Development SPC;
Cllr. Pat McMahon, Chair of Physical Development SPC;
Cllr. Johnny Flynn, Mayor of Ennis;
Cllr. Bill Chambers, Cathaoirleach West Clare MD;
Pat Dowling, Chief Executive.

•  A revised Draft SPC scheme has been drafted for consideration 
by CPG and Council at July meeting. 

•  Work has commenced on Draft Corporate Plan 2020 to 2024. 
The Corporate Plan will be developed in consultation with the 
CPG, SPCs, PPN, elected members and staff.

•  In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government 
Reform Act 2014 an Annual Service Delivery Plan has been 
prepared for 2019 which identifies the principal services to 
be provided by this Council in the current year.  The plan is 
consistent with Budget 2019 which was adopted by Members 
in November 2018 and also aligns with the Corporate Plan 
2014-2019.  The Annual Service Delivery Plan is the mechanism 
through which the Corporate Plan can be implemented and 
monitored.

•  Induction training was provided to new members on 27th 
June.

PROCUREMENT: The following tender competitions were 
published in June 2019.

Tender Description Deadline 
Date 

Scrap Metals - Provision of Service for Scrap Metals 5th of July 

Remedial works to Abbeycourt & Abbeyville Estates, Ennis, Co. 
Clare 5th of July 

Pavement Overlay Scheme 2019 8th of July 

Quin Road Campus Building Fit-Out 12th of July 

 

 

Records Management 

Work is ongoing on the implementation of the new Records Management system.  
Data has been mapped to the new system and data verification and testing is taking 
place. 

 

Freedom of Information & Data Protection: 

• The Data Protection Officer is continuing to work with the regional group to 
develop policies for the full implementation of GDPR. Data Protection Impact 
Assessments are being implemented for new processing activities in the 
Council. 

 

• Statistics to 30/6/19 

- 14 Access Requests (Data Protection) 
- 73 Freedom of Information Requests 
- 7 Freedom of Information Internal Review applications 
- 1 appeal to Information Commissioner 

 

 

 

Records Management
Work is ongoing on the implementation of the new Records 
Management system.  Data has been mapped to the new 
system and data verification and testing is taking place.

Freedom of Information & Data Protection:
• The Data Protection Officer is continuing to work with the 
regional group to develop policies for the full implementation 
of GDPR. Data Protection Impact Assessments are being 
implemented for new processing activities in the Council.

• Statistics to 30/6/19
- 14 Access Requests (Data Protection)
- 73 Freedom of Information Requests
- 7 Freedom of Information Internal Review applications
- 1 appeal to Information Commissioner

HUMAN RESOURCES

•   There have been 74 new employees appointed in the 
year to date: These include seasonal workers such as 36 beach 
lifeguards, 6 co-op students and the filling of vacancies arising 
across the organisation.

•   During the month of June there were short-listing 
interview for Assistant Staff Officers and Clerical Officers – these 
were both open and confined competitions with approximately 
550 applicants interviewed across both competitions. 

Interviews were also held for Beach Ambassadors, Branch 
Librarians (short-listing), part-time Retained Fire-fighters for 
Ennis & Shannon and Waterworks Caretakers Grade 5. 

•   There will be a number of competitions continuing 
over the summer months including: Part-time Cleaner (Library), 
GO Driver 2, School Wardens, General Operatives, Senior 
Executive Engineer (CFRRAM) and Assistant Resident Engineer 
(Flood Relief).

•   Employee training continues to focus on safety in the 
workplace, communications and computer skills development, 
reflecting the needs identified in Health & Safety Audits and 
Personal Training Plans.

•   In July there will be training for front line staff in 
Housing, Planning and Libraries to equip them for the challenges 
they encounter. 

eLearning modules are proving both successful and popular and 
through the Summer sessions will focus on Child Safeguarding, 
Diversity & Equality and Employee Wellbeing.

•   Induction manuals for both new Indoor and Outdoor 
employees were updated and presented to Management Team 
during the month and will rolled out to new staff from now on. 

Work is also underway to finalise an induction manual for Fire-
fighters which will be rolled out in due course.  

•   In June the Safe Talk was delivered to staff by the 
HSE. This training on Suicide Awareness was attended by 26 
employees. 

•   A final day for health screening with health and fitness 
Ireland has been arranged for 4th July. This was aimed at 
providing an opportunity to those who couldn’t attend in May. 
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CLLR. CATHAL CROWE  
ELECTED MAYOR OF CLARE

Councillor Cathal Crowe (Fianna Fáil) was unanimously elected 
Mayor of Clare during the Annual General Meeting of Clare 
County Council on Friday, 7 June.

Councillor Crowe, a native of Meelick, was first elected to Clare 
County Council in 2004 and succeeds Councillor Michael Begley 
(Non-Party) in the role.  

Councillor Clare Colleran Molloy (Fianna Fáil) was elected 
Deputy Mayor and replaces Councillor Alan O’Callaghan (Fianna 
Fáil) in the role.

Addressing Elected Members, Council staff and family members 
and friends, Mayor Crowe said, “For me, there is simply no 
greater honour than to serve County Clare and its people. I am 
so proud to be elected Mayor of Clare and am very much looking 
forward to leading the Council over the next 12 months”.

“I am the second Meelick person to serve as chair of Clare 
County Council, following in the steps of Cllr. Michael Brennan. 
Michael led the Council during the War of Independence. He 
was Clare County Council’s youngest ever chairperson and, 
coincidently, I am the second youngest in the Council’s 120-year 
history to hold this office.

“I am very ambitious for Clare and intend to work extremely 
hard, alongside the 27 other Councillors, to deliver for the 
county,” added Mayor Crowe.
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HOUSING

• Cusack Lodge homeless hub welcomed the first family in 
the last week of June and it will be fully occupied by the end 
of the first week in July. The opening of this emergency ac-
commodation facility in Ennis is a step forward in the accom-
modation of homeless families; this Council will continue to 
work with these families and supporting agencies in attain-
ing more permanent accommodation solutions. 

• The 2019 Housing Needs Assessment was returned by the 27th 
June, this indicates there are 1079 households in need of accom-
modation in Clare; this is an increase in 72 households from the 
2018 return. The supply of social housing is critical to cater for the 
increased need and in this regard there are two Part VIII’s before 
this Council for decision namely the development of 40 social hous-
ing units at Ashline and the development of 2 infill units in Kilmihil. 
We request your support for these schemes to meet the targets and 
timelines as set out under Rebuilding Ireland. 

• The following table indicates the number of people accommodat-
ed in social housing in Clare by municipal district:

*Includes RAS and long term and short term leased properties
The table above does not include properties made available by Approved 
Housing Bodies in the County. 

• Acquisitions
The Council is continuing to sign contracts and close sales for 
the dwellings purchased earlier this year.  We have been no-
tified by the Department that a small number of additional 
purchases will be considered for special cases with medical/
high priority.  This will help to meet our own needs and those 
of Approved Housing Bodies who have a number of appli-
cants with disabilities on their waiting lists which require to 
be prioritised in terms of housing accommodation. 

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Affordable Purchase Arrangements: Clare County Council has been 
included in the second Call for Funding and has made a submission 
under the Serviced Site Fund. This Fund has been set up to support 
the cost of the provision of infrastructure which will assist in meeting 
the costs of developing Schemes and enable the Council to provide 
a discount to affordable purchasers. A sum of up to €50,000 per 
house is being provided. The Council is awaiting a decision on the 
applications with the Dept. before proceeding further.

Update on Capital Projects:
SHIP Capital  Approved  Current stage  Commence Complete 

Clonlara  9  Under construction by 
Pat Keogh Construction Ltd. 

20 Nov2018  Q4 2019 

Feakle  13  Under construction by Custy Construction Ltd. 5 Nov  2018  Q4 2019 

Quilty  18  Under construction by 
Martins Construction Ltd. 

25th Apr 
2019  

Q3 2020 

Roslevan, Ennis  8  Under construction by 
K&D Whelan Construction Ltd. 

25 Apr 2019 Q2 2020 

Ashline, Ennis  40  Stage 2 approved by DHPLG 
Part VIII decision at July meeting. 

Q1 2020  Q3 2021 

Tullyglass Shannon  21  Project to recommence. Q2 2020 Q4 2021 

Ballaghboy TAU 5 Design process ongoing Q2 2020 Q1 2021 

Miltown Malbay 27 Design Team appointed. preparation of Stage 2 
application  

Q1 2020 Q3 2021 

Shannon NDFA  51 Tender evaluation complete. Q4 2019 Q1 2021 

Tulla  22 Design team appointed. Stage 2 application 
being prepared. 

Q2 2020 Q4 2021 

Newmarket on Fergus  18 Tender for Design Team on-going. Stage 2 
application being prepared.  

Q2 2020 Q3 2021 

Kilmihil 2 Single Stage approved by DHPLG. 
Part VIII decision at July meeting. 

Q4 2019 Q3 2020 

Sixmilebridge  2 Single Stage approved by DHPLG. Planning in 
place. 

Q3 2019 Q1 2020 

Subtotal 236    

Cahercalla Phase 2  
(Cuan an Chlair) 

15 CAS - Stage 4 approved. Contract currently 
being put in place.   

August 2019 Q3 2020 

Roslevan(CoOperative 
Housing Ireland) 

2 CALF Turnkey. 2 units delivered at end June 
2019. 

Q1 2018 Q2 2019 

Bruachlan,Westbury 
(CoOperative Housing 
Ireland) 

22 CALF - Property transfer complete, CHI to 
commence procurement of design team. 

Q4 2019 Q3 2021 

Tullyvarraga, Shannon 
(CoOperative Housing 
Ireland) 

47 CALF Acquisition application approved works 
ongoing, expect stage delivery with units 
delivered in 2019. 

Q2 2018 Q3 2019 

Meelick (Thomond Housing 
Association) 

4 CAS construction, works completed. Q1 2018 Q2 2019 

Clonlara (Newgrove Housing 
Association)  

4 CALF construction, works complete.   Q4 2017 Q1 2019 
 

Gleann Cora,Newmarket on-
Fergus (Co-Operative 
Housing Ireland) 

31 CALF turnkey. To be delivered in 2020. Q3 2018 Q4 2020 

 Edenvale, Ennis (Newgrove 
Housing Association) 

3 CAS Construction Q2 2020 Q1 2021 

Subtotal 128 AHB delivery   

Total 357    

 Social Housing*  HAP  

Ennis 1099 627 

Shannon 487 143 

West Clare 975 368 

Killaloe 414 176 

Inter Authority HAP N/A 30 

TOTAL 2975 1344 

 

 

 

 

 

*Includes RAS and long term and short term leased properties 

The table above does not include properties made available by Approved Housing Bodies in the 
County.  
 
Update on Capital Projects:` 

SHIP Capital  No. 
approved  

Current stage  Commencement  
Date  

Completion  
Date 

Clonlara  9  Under construction by 
Pat Keogh Construction Ltd. 

20th November  
2018  

Q4 2019 

Feakle  13  Under construction by 
Custy Construction Ltd. 

5th November  
2018  

Q4 2019 

Quilty  18  Under construction by 
Martins Construction Ltd. 

25th April 2019  Q3 2020 

Roslevan, Ennis  8  Under construction by 
K&D Whelan Construction Ltd. 

25th April 2019 Q2 2020 

Ashline, Ennis  40  Stage 2 approved by DHPLG 
Part VIII decision at July meeting. 

Q1 2020  Q3 2021 

Tullyglass Shannon  21  Project to recommence. Q2 2020 Q4 2021 

Ballaghboy TAU 5 Design process ongoing Q2 2020 Q1 2021 

Miltown Malbay 27 Design Team appointed. 
preparation of Stage 2 application  

Q1 2020 Q3 2021 

Shannon NDFA  51 Tender evaluation complete. Q4 2019 Q1 2021 

Tulla  22 Design team appointed. Stage 2 
application being prepared. 

Q2 2020 Q4 2021 

Newmarket on 
Fergus  

18 Tender for Design Team on-going. 
Stage 2 application being 
prepared.  

Q2 2020 Q3 2021 

Clonlara housing scheme under construction. 
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HOUSING

Homelessness:
• The Clare Homeless Action Team (HAT) provides services to 
anyone who is homeless or at risk of losing their home. The 
HAT office is open to the public from 9.30am to 1pm Monday 
to Friday, in the Housing Section, Council headquarters on New 
Road and the HAT team can also be contacted on 065 684 6291.  
• As of week ending 21st June 2019, the homeless figures 
indicate full occupancy of 13 beds at Laurel Lodge and there are 
also 59 adults and 48 children in emergency accommodation 
across 23 hotel and B&B providers.  
• The interagency Homeless Action Team is now in place and are 
concentrating on successful exits from homeless services as well 
as catering to the needs of those in the service. The family hub 
at Cusack Lodge opened in June.  This facility will accommodate 
5 families and support  the transition of these families to more 
permanent accommodation as it becomes available.

Incentivised Schemes: Repair and Lease (RLS) scheme – in order 
to attract more interest in this scheme this Council are proposing 
to offer letting agents a fee for successfully transitioning vacant 
properties into Repair to Lease arrangements.   

Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan:  26 ‘Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan’ applications were received up to 25 June 2019 and 
8 loan applications were granted provisional approval up to this 
period. 69 enquiries were made regarding the Loan and 24 loans 
were drawn down so far in 2019. The loan scheme offers a fixed 
interest rate for credit worthy low to middle income first time 
buyers with a view to making home ownership more affordable. 

Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance: The management 
and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise voids is 
continuously assessed.  Hereunder is the activity in this regard:

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant 
after 1st July nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids.

Planned Maintenance: The stock condition surveys are now complete, 
the team achieved access to survey ~97% of our social housing 
stock. The team are now developing mini-competitions to tender the 
immediate priority works and address the statutory requirements 
in the properties. The first tender will be awarded by Q3 2019 and 
it is intended to run a number of these tenders in parallel with the 
objective of having this work complete by the end of Q1 2020. 

Grants: Grant approval issued in June for Housing Adaptation, Housing 
Aid and Mobility Aid grants:

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

7

SPORTS & RECREATION

Relay for Life: 
Relay for Life Ennis 2019 took place in Tim Smythe Park on the 
weekend of 22nd and 23rd June.  The Irish Cancer Society Relay 
for Life saw 23 teams made up of survivors, fighters, families 
and friends walking around the track for from 2pm on Satur-
day to 2pm on Sunday.  Celebrations and festivities took place 
throughout the 24 hours.   Kasia, private fitness instructor at 
Active Ennis Leisure Centre provided a free Zumba session to all 
participants on Saturday evening.

The Clare Community Games County Athletic Finals took place 
on Sunday 9th June at Lees Road. New Mayor of Clare Cathal 
Crowe made it his first official function. Every parish in the 
county was represented on the day by their top athletes.  All 
first place winners from the day will now go on to represent 
County Clare in the National Finals in August 2019. 

Green Flag Award: 
A Green Flag award inspection took place at John O’Sullivan 
Park, Lees Road on Thursday 20th June, and also at Tim Smythe 
Park on Tuesday 25th June.  It is anticipated that both parks 
will “sail” away with the Green Flag award once more again this 
year. 

ACTIVE ENNIS LEISURE COMPLEX 

Annual Schools Swimming Gala 2019: 
Over 280 national school students representing 28 of County 
Clare’s primary schools competed in the annual schools gala 
at the Swimming pool in Active Ennis Leisure Complex on 10th 
June. 

Barefield National School
– overall winners of the A-School Swimming Gala

St Mochullas National School, Tulla
 – winners of the B-Schools Swimming Gala.

Period No. of 
voids/casual 
vacancies 

No. of voids 
returned to 
stock 

No. of properties 
undergoing 
refurbishment 

Average 
vacancy 
period (days) 

No. of 
maintenance 
calls 

June 40* 8 89 115 360 

 

 

 

 

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant after 1st July nor does it include 
acquisitions and long-term voids 

 

Planned Maintenance 
The stock condition surveys are now complete, the team achieved access to survey ~97% of our 
social housing stock. The team are now developing mini-competitions to tender the immediate 
priority works and address the statutory requirements in the properties. The first tender will be 
awarded by Q3 2019 and it is intended to run a number of these tenders in parallel with the 
objective of having this work complete by the end of Q1 2020.  

 

Grants  
Grant approval issued in June for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid and Mobility Aid grants: 

Grant type Approvals 
issued in June 

2019 

Value of 
works  

Housing Adaptation 
Grant  for People with a 

Disability 

8 117,500 

Housing Aid for Older 
People 

10 49,500 

Mobility Aids Grant 0 0 

Grant Approvals issued 
in June 2019 

18 167,000 

 
  

Period No. of 
voids/casual 
vacancies 

No. of voids 
returned to 
stock 

No. of properties 
undergoing 
refurbishment 

Average 
vacancy 
period (days) 

No. of 
maintenance 
calls 

June 40* 8 89 115 360 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant type Approvals issued in 
June 2019 

Value of works  

Housing Adaptation Grant  for 
People with a Disability 

8 117,500 

Housing Aid for Older People 10 49,500 

Mobility Aids Grant 0 0 

Grant Approvals issued in 
June 2019 

18 167,000 
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CULTURAL SERVICES

CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY

 •   Sinead McCoole delivered a Decade of Centenaries event in De Valera Public Library at the start of the month. Her talk was 
on 100 Years of Women in Politics & Public Life #Dail100. Pádraig Óg Ó Ruairc also delivered a Decade of Centenaries talk, titled, 
Hidden History - secrets & stories from the War of Independence in Shannon Library. Dr Paul O’Brien delivered a talk on his book 
The Glynns of Kilrush, Co. Clare 1811 – 1940 in Kilrush Library.
 
•   Creative Ireland writing classes continued in Scariff Library this month.

 •   All libraries took part in the 2019 Refugee Book Reading Campaign which ran from 10 -23 June. The campaign is organised by 
UNHCR for World Refugee Day which is an international observance to raise awareness of the struggles refugees face around the 
world. Libraries had book displays highlighting books that explore refugee related issues and some branches hosted screenings of 
movies such as The Kite & The Good Lie.

 

•   Cruinniú na n-Óg celebrates creativity in children and is co-
ordinated through Creative Ireland. 

There were five Cruinniú na n-Óg events in Clare libraries this 
month. 

The events included, poetry workshops, mindfulness 
workshops, choir performance and art workshops. 

 •   The national Summer Stars Reading Adventure 
began in Clare library branches on the 15th of June 
and continues to the end of August. 

Library staff are happy to work with teachers and 
families to encourage children to continue reading 
and also to participate in a range of reading related 
activities during the summer holidays. Staff have 
visited several primary schools in the county in the 
lead up to Summer Stars.  

Each child is invited to register for the adventure at 
their local library and enjoy reading as many books as 
they wish during June, July and August. 

All participants will be given a Summer Stars Reading 
Card to record and track their own progress and a 
reward stamp will be added to their card at the library 
after each book read. 

Children will be encouraged to continue reading throughout the programme and there will be rewards and incentives along the 
way. 

At the end of the adventure, all children who participate are invited to attend an award event at which they will be presented with 
their own Summer Stars certificate.

 •   Story time session’s, children and adult book and film clubs took place in many library branches during the month.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Kilmihil Junior Book Club

Cruinniú na n-Óg at De Valera Library
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CLARE ARTS OFFICE
 •   Four Riches of Clare concerts took place in Ennis this month 
and the commission of the Vision Symphony by Dave Flynn was 
completed.

Siobhán Mulcahy, County Arts Officer; Ceara Conway, Embrace 
Co-ordinator; Emma Barrett, Special Olympian & Sinead 

O’Reilly, Arts Council of Ireland – Credit; Eamon Ward

 •   The annual Embrace showcase took place in glór, opened 
by Emma Barrett, Special Olympian and the exhibition ran for 
the month of June. The young people’s programme saw artist 
in school residencies finish in schools in Kilmurry McMahon 
National School, and Scariff National School. A number of 
Cruinniú na nÓg events were also co-ordinated through the Arts 
Office. Exhibitions took place in Scariff, Ennis and Kilkee and an 
art installation took place in glór – Circle of Life – inspired by our 
artist residency in St. Joseph’s Hospital, Ennis. Artworks were 
placed on roundabouts in Ennis for the Irish Open.

CLARE MUSEUM
 •   The Mayor of Clare, Cllr Cathal Crowe opened an exhibi-
tion on the finds from Poulnabrone Portal Tomb on 25th June in 
Clare Museum.  This was followed by a public lecture by Dr Ann 
Lynch, senior archaeologist at the site. 

=Dr Ann Lynch excavator of Poulnabrone, Cllr Cathal Crowe 
Mayor of Clare, John Rattigan, June Rouine, Volunteer at the 

opening of the Poulnabrone exhibition in Clare Museum

The exhibition explores the new information that new scientific 
techniques have revealed about the finds since the site was ex-
cavated in 1986.  Both Exhibition and talk were well received by 
a large audience. The aim of the exhibition is to attract tourists 
during the summer season and is also part of the strategy to de-
velop the museum as an educational resource.  The Exhibition 
also includes booklets, activity sheets and a handling collection 
of replica items.

 •   A report on the exhibition will be broadcast on Virgin Me-
dia on Thursday 26th June. A license application for the excava-
tion of a site for the Creative Ireland project has been made. 
An article and photographs on some interesting items received 
by Clare Museum over the last ten years has been submitted 
for publication in the Clare Association Yearbook.  The curator 
expects an increase in donations as a result of the article. There 
has been an increase in visitor numbers to the Museum in re-
cent weeks. 

CLARE ARCHIVES
There has been a small exhibition on 120 Years of Local Govern-
ment in the Aras, compiled by the Local Government Archivists 
/ Records Managers and funded by the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government. 

Some of the panels on display from the 120 Years of Local 
Government exhibition currently on display in the Áras

 •   There are daily requests for files from storage.  There is also 
a regular return of these files to the Records Centre.  
 
•   Archives and Records Management are installing a new data-
base system, from the UK based company Axiell.  Testing on the 
new system will begin shortly.  

 •   Staff in the Roads section are continuing to weed files.  Wa-
ter Services also continue with the task of consolidating mate-
rial into a smaller space. 
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Can I have this dance - Pupils from Knockanean NS 
inviting audience members up for a dance at the Arts 

Office’s Bealtaine Tea Dance in glór - Paula Carroll
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Ennis 2040
The Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Plan Steering and Working 
Groups have recommenced work and a first daft of the Plan is 
nearing completion.

South Clare/ UL SDZ
Work on putting in place the legal structure to make the SDZ 
application is underway. The SDZ application supporting economic 
and environmental reports have been completed.

Shannon Town Centre Strategy
Under the first round of URDF funding the Shannon Venue 
application received funding for the preparation of a Shannon town 
centre strategy. A draft brief for the work has been prepared by this 
Directorate and in July it is anticipated that a tender for this work 
will issue on eTenders.

Forward Planning

Shannon Town and Environs Local Area Plan 2012-2018
 – Amendment No. 1: 

Amendment No. 1 to the Shannon Town and Environs Local Area 
Plan 2012-2018 went before the elected members at the Council 
Meeting held on 17th June, where it was made.  This amendment 
has changed the zoning of part of the lands at Illaunmanagh, 
Shannon, which were previously zoned as OS5 to a revised land use 
zoning objective of ‘C18 Community Use’ in order to facilitate an 
extension to the existing burial ground at this location.   Notification 
of the making of the amendment was sent to the Planning Regulator 
and to the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government on 
the 21st June.    

Shannon Town Park
Work continues on the development of the new Shannon Town 
Park by the contractors.   Works to date have involved the pump 
track construction, seating walls, site clearance and fill, service 
ducting, pond formation, footpath formation, and planting of large 
trees, whips and shrubs. The project is on schedule for completion 
in late July 2019.

Development Management
• 80 planning applications were received during the month of June, 
bringing the total number received to date for 2019 to 518.
• 19 pre-planning applications were received during the month of 
June, bringing the total number received to date for 2019 to 179. 

Planning Enforcement
During June 2019 there were 16 new complaints received, 7 
Warning Letters issued and 3 enforcement files closed.

Taking in Charge
• Tender Documents were issued on 18th June 2019 for 
remedial works in Abbey Court and AbbeyVille, Ennis and the 
closing date for receipt of tenders is 5th July 2019. 
• Tenders received for works at Gort Leamhan and Gort 
na hAbhana, Tulla Road, Ennis  are currently being assessed. It is 
hoped to award the contract in early July 2019.  

Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage

Conservation Officer post vacant 
The Conservation Officer, Dick Cronin retired from Clare County 
Council in June after 19 years of service.  

Historic Towns Initiative - The Terret Lodge Kilrush
The Project Team in the Planning Department are progressing 
discussions with adjoining landowners in order to facilitate the 
transfer of relevant land specific to the project. Discussions with 
community groups and the Rural and Community Development 
Officer are ongoing in order to prepare a viable business plan 
for the future use of Terret Lodge.  A Derogation Licence for the 
restoration work has been obtained from the NPWS.  The Design 
Team have issued the tender documents for pricing and it is 
anticipated that a contractor will be appointed in July 2019.  

Heritage and Biodiversity

Cahiracon House
Alan Hill Tourism Development Ltd. has been appointed to 
undertake a Feasibility Study of the heritage resource, value and 
potential of Cahiracon House, Estate and adjoining maritime 
landscape.   This is part funded by The Heritage Council and it is 
expected that this funding will assist to prepare a study to fully 
understand the heritage context of Cahiracon House and Environs 
to inform development possibilities, to add value to the public 
amenity, enjoyment and viable heritage based attractions at the 
site.  A site meeting took place on 24th June and it is anticipated 
that the Heritage report will be finalised by November 2019.  

Errina-Plassy Section of the former Limerick-Killaloe navigation
An Invitation to Tender was advertised on e-Tenders on 13th May 
for the Provision of Services for the assessment of the general 
condition of the Errina-Plassy section of the former Limerick-
Killaloe navigation system.  A preferred tender Was identified 
in June and the appointment of a contractor is pending.  This 
Condition Survey has been allocated funding from The Heritage 
Council to implement Clare County Heritage Plan projects in 2019.
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Reading Your Local Landscape Programme
A Showcase from Reading your Local Landscape Programme 
was held at the Further Education and Training Centre, Kilrush 
Campus on 5th June 2019. This practical heritage course included 
an introduction to the geology, biodiversity, archaeology and 
natural heritage of West Clare. Participants were awarded their 
certificates of achievement and gave a presentation of their 
projects, celebrated their achievements and spoke about the 
learning from this unique course on the night..

County Clare ICAN
A training meeting was held with the community groups and 
partners in June to advance the development of the pilot Clare 
Community Heritage Archive and Website Network. Further 
training is planned for September with plans to launch the 
heritage websites by end of 2019/early 2020. 

Burrenbeo Conservation Volunteers
Many thanks to the Burrenbeo Conversation Volunteers who 
took part in a day of practical action for nature conservation at 
the Heritage Council owned property, pollinator site and major 
Lesser Horseshoe maternity bat roost at Dromore Stables on 
Saturday 22nd June.

Burren in Bloom 7th –  9th  June 2019
This year’s Burren in Bloom festival had a focus on pollinators.  
Clare County Council hosted an event as part of the Burren 
in Bloom Festival 2019 and as part of our commitment to the 
Pollinator Plan for local authorities.

Una Fitzpatrick from the National Biodiversity Record Centre 
give a talk on pollinators on Friday 7th of June at Áras Contae 
an Chláir, which was followed by a walk to the Fair Green (Tim 
Smythe’s Park) for more practical advice on pollinator friendly 
planting.  Council staff, Ennis Tidy Towns, teachers from Colaiste 
Muire School and members of the public attended on the day 
and a good number of bumble bees were identified.

The Council is already taking actions to support pollinators on 
public land, working with local community groups, residents’ 
associations and schools to help raise awareness of the All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan. To better support these efforts and 
to better promote the work being undertaken, the National 
Biodiversity Data Centre has developed an All-Ireland Pollinator 
Plan Partnership Framework with local authorities to recognise 
local authorities as partners of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan.  A 
recommendation has been made that Clare County Council sign 
up to the Local Authority Partnership Framework with the All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan.

Casual Trading 
During June, the Economic Development Directorate co-
ordinated the arrangements for Casual Trading at two events to 
be held in July 2019, the Dubai Irish Open Golf in Lahinch and 
the Scoil Samhraidh Willie Clancy Festival in Miltown Malbay.

Property Management 
Relocation of Allotments in Shannon : At the July meeting 
of Council, the members will consider the Part VIII planning 
application for the site at Ballycasey More / Clonmoney 
West (part of the site of the former De Beers sports facility).  
Detailed work is continuing to be ready to advance the project 
when planning approval is in place.  Communication with the 
allotment holders will issue in early July and a meeting will be 
held with those allotment holders who have expressed a wish in 
working with us to form an Allotment Association.

LIT – Ennis Campus
Contracts have been signed for the refurbishment works on 
property at Bindon Street, Ennis, which will be leased to LIT.  
This represents the culmination of the collaboration between 
the Economic Development Directorate and Limerick Institute 
of Technology in recent years.  This new facility will enable a 
substantial increase in Higher Education activity in the town.

A total of six degree programmes in Social Care, Early Childhood 
Care and Education, and Marketing and Management are 
now available through the CAO at LIT in Ennis for September 
commencement.  Possibilities for new evening courses and 
professional learning will also be opened up.  

This Project will bring student numbers to about 120 in LIT- 
Ennis Campus, which is a doubling of LIT student numbers, 
bringing vitality and foot fall to the town.   This is a real vote 
of confidence in Ennis and County Clare.  This new facility adds 
to the educational options available to people locally, while at 
the same time enabling LIT and the Council to work together to 
respond to the needs of business and industry in Clare.  

The property solution also involves the re-use of buildings which 
have been vacant for about 10 years and this is a key objective of 
the Council for the regeneration of Ennis Town Centre.

Pictured at the contract signing for the refurbishment works for the new 
Third Level Campus at Bindon Street: Cllr. Cathal Crowe, Mayor of Clare, 

Cllr. Johnny Flynn, Mayor of Ennis, Aldo Andreucetti, Clerk of Works, 
General Design, Clare County Council; Carmel Greene, Head of Property 

Management, Clare County Council; Liam Conneally. Director of 
Economic Development, Clare County Council; David McInerney, Jada 

Projects Ltd., Brian Clohessy, Site Manager, Jada; Pat Dowling, 
Chief Executive of Clare County Council.
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Brian McCarthy, Senior Planner, Clare County Council, Ralph 
Jarvis - Heritage Foundation Newfoundland and Labrador, Nancy 

O’Keeffe, Project Architect ACP Architectural Conservation 
Professionals, Jerry Dick, Executive Director, Heritage Foundation 

Newfoundland and Labrador, David Humphreys, Director ACP 
Architectural Conservation Professionals
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LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE

IBYE
LEO Clare was represented by three businesses in the IBYE 
Regional Finals which took place in the Castletroy Park Hotel 
Limerick on June 17th.

LEO Clare were represented by Conor Murray (Kilkee Forge), 
Ciara McGuane (Rahoo) and Michelle Tierney (Symphysis 
Medical). Also in Attendance was Patrick O’Donovan, TD Minister 
of State at the Department of Finance and the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform and Cllr Clare Colleran Molloy, 
Leas Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council. 

Training and Seminars
LEO Clare held five training courses, seminars and mentoring 
clinics during the month of June, with over 60 participants. 
Events included the Start your own Business Programme, 
Masterclass in Food Photography and Video Marketing.  
               
Evaluation Committee
LEO Clare held their third EVAC meeting of 2019 on 18th June. 
Four businesses were approved grant aid. This was divided 
between one Business Expansion Grant and three Feasibility 
Studies.

Half Year Review :  
•  Between January and June 2019 the Local Enterprise Office 
Clare completed 52 training courses, seminars and mentoring 
clinics with over 660 participants attending.
•  The LEO has approved a total of 3 Feasibility Grants, 3 
Priming Grants, 9 Business Expansion Grants, 19 Trading Online 
Vouchers and 6 Micro Exporter Grants.
•  LEO Clare clients have drawn down a total of €323,000 in 
grant aid to date in 2019.
•  LEO is also organising the Council’s economic development 
presence at the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open.
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Atlantic Economic Corridor

The Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) is an initiative aimed at 
identifying and connecting the economic hubs, clusters and 
catchments along the western seaboard, to attract investment, 
support job creation and improve the quality of life in the AEC.   
It is a linear network of counties including Kerry, Limerick, Clare 
and Galway, through the heart of this region to Mayo, Sligo and 
through to Donegal.  The initiative is being supported through 
Project Ireland 2040. 

The Council’s AEC Officer has completed an audit of vacant 
enterprise space for Ennis.  To date 92 properties have been 
identified in Ennis comprising 35 Industrial units, 34 office 
units (including 22 town centre offices) and 25 brownfield 
and greenfield Sites. This work and its findings will tie in with 
the work being done on the Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial 
Plan and provides very useful information for the Economic 
Development Directorate in assisting new businesses and in 
finding property solutions in Ennis.  

In addition, work has begun on an audit of similar vacant space 
in Shannon and will include identification of existing Greenfield 
and Brownfield sites in the area. Similar to the Ennis Audit, the 
findings of the Shannon audit will feed into future plans and 
strategies for Shannon as well as providing useful information 
to attract new businesses into the area.
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ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

• Work is ongoing on the Roadworks Programme for 2019 with 
significant progress being achieved in each area under the Res-
toration Improvement, Restoration Maintenance and Discre-
tionary Maintenance grant categories. Work is also progressing 
on the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) approved for 2019.

• Applications  received under the Community Involvement 
Scheme (CIS) , (closing date of 28th June), are presently being 
assessed with a  view to a list being submitted to the Depart-
ment of Transport, Tourism and Sport  (DTTaS) to seek grant 
funding for works to be undertaken in 2020 and 2021 once the 
grant allocation for 2019 has been fully utilised. 

• A new Iveco Trakker 6x4 Euro VI, 26,000kg GVW tipping truck 
has just been acquired by the  Machinery Yard and this truck 
will be based mainly in the East Clare MD to help deliver the 

roadworks programme. A second truck will be acquired later 
this year and will be based mainly in the West Clare MD.
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The key priorities in relation to public lighting include complete changeover to LED technology, achievement of the 2020 Carbon 
footprint reduction target and replacement of supporting infrastructure where required.

It was announced in late 2018 that the Road Management Office (RMO) have been successful in securing €17.5 million in support 
from the Climate Action Fund for the LA Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project nationally. This will form part of the funding 
necessary for the delivery of the project. ARUP were appointed in February and are currently working on the contract documents 
for Region 1. Clare has confirmed its participation and has signed up to be included in Region 1 of the Local Authority Public Lighting 
Energy Efficiency Project. 

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 

•   Internet: Direct reporting on airtricitysolutions.com 
•           Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre@ 1850 372 772 
•      Local Authority Identification – via clarecoco.ie / 0656821616. 

PUBLIC LIGHTING

Dubai Duty Free Irish Open in Lahinch

When the venue for the 2019 Irish Open was announced this 
time last year a programme of work was prioritised in Lahinch 
and adjoining areas in West Clare. 

A programme of almost 30 additional projects was developed 
in conjunction with local stakeholders. These road and public 
realm improvements have all been delivered over the past 12 
months in advance of the Irish Open in Lahinch. The improve-
ments in West Clare include the Ennistymon and Liscannor 
areas but in particular the Lahinch area. 

A new truck purchased by Clare County Council

13
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• Ennistimon Innovation Centre & Office
• Ennis Digital Hub

• Cliffs of Moher Footpath Upgrade and Extension to Carpark 
• Quin Road Campus – Civil Defence Headquarters

• Killaloe Bypass-Shannon Crossing - Land Registry Compliant  
Maps. 20% completed.

• Demolition of Brookville House, Gort Road Ennis
• Bindon Court Ennis and No 1 Bindon Street.

• Speed Limit Review 
o The signage scheduling has been completed.

o The installation and infrastructure will be implemented by late May.
o The Commencement date for the new speed limits is the 1st June 

General Design Office – Projects being developed in 2019  

Transportation 2019/Monthly Management Reports/May Monthly Management Report 
 

CURRENT PROJECTS 
Project Update 

N85 Clareabbey Roundabout Drawings and Feasibility Report for traffic calming and 
pedestrian/cyclist facilities issued to TII.Three options 
considered. Awaiting response. 
Stakeholder liaison ongoing with Cycling clubs. One 
meeting held and a second planned. 

 
N68 Fahy’s Rd Kilrush Pedestrian 
Crossing           

Report on Section 38 submissions was presented to 
the May West Clare MD meeting. Scheme was not 
approved.  

N68 Shaughnessy’s Cross                                        Design ongoing, Feasibility report and costing to be 
forwarded to TII 

 
R462 Cratloe Cross Pedestrian 
Crossing               

Section 38 approved, Safety File issued to MD. Site 
liaison on going 

R458 Newmarket                                                      Section 38 approved, Safety File issued to MD. Site 
liaison will be required 

Bunratty Castle Junction     Draft Drawings and preliminary cost estimates 
prepared in April. Options include repairing/ widening 
the existing arch bridge, traffic calming, provision of 
pedestrian crossing and new footpath connection to 
the main Shannon Heritage carpark on Low Road. 
Road Design Office staff met with Shannon Heritage 
and their Consultants.  Report prepared on Planning 
Application P19 365.   Five options considered and 
Option B has been selected by Road Design Office. 
Funding source to be identified.   Timeframe for Part 8 
to be agreed. 

EuroVelo 1      Evaluation Report for Sport Ireland /ECF complete, 
some of the three sections have been reassessed. 
Design of signage scheme has commenced and will be 
followed by cost estimates. Wexford Co Co route 
visited. Stakeholder liaison ongoing – some changes 
recommended. Have met with representatives of 
three cycling groups. Design of signage on three out of 
six sections complete 

Knockanean NS Road Improvement scheme – design drawing and  
land maps prepared and issued to Ennis MD. Cost 
estimate prepared. 
 Awaiting instruction from SE to proceed to site 
investigation once land owner permission is received. 

TII HD 17 Sites N67 Drainage works notified to MD Engineer are 
complete. N67 Public Lighting upgrade costs have 
been forwarded to TII Engineer for review. 
Site visits ongoing on N67, N68, N85. N67 proposals 
have been forwarded to TII Engineer. 

N85 Shanaway Rd Junction, Ennis Manual traffic turning count is complete.  
Topographical survey complete. Design, Drawings, 
Feasibility Report for Junction improvement to be 
completed in Q4 2019 

Low Cost Safety Schemes 2019 -  
Low Cost Safety Schemes 2019 - 
Progress 
 

 

L4010/ L8022 Y junction on a 
bend  L4010 south of Flagmount 

Survey and design complete,  
TII approval received, land map issued to MD 
Engineer to progress land deal. Safety file to be 
issued next week. 
 

R478 St Brigids Well Survey complete, awaiting  vegetation clearance 
which will allow design options to be assessed. 
 

L4506 Kilrush rd to Limerick Rd 
Traffic calming 

Construction on going 

R469 Ballymacahill Cross 
Pedestrian crossing 

Traffic turning count complete, topographical 
survey complete, design options being developed 

R458 Carmody St/Drumbiggle Rd, 
Ennis 

Survey complete, three options drawn up for 
consideration – Section 38  process to be 
commenced 

R462 Sixmilebridge to be commenced 
R474 Kilmaley           to be commenced 
  
Other Works -Progress  
Development – Planning Apps Ongoing reports/meetings/correspondence 
Pre-Planning  Limerick Road , Newmarket 

 Milltown Rd , Kilkee 
 EI Electronics, Shannon, 
 Housing, Crusheen 

Limerick Shannon Metropolitan 
Area Transport Strategy 

Data issued by RDO to Consultants Jacobs Systra. 
Review the Baseline Conditions and Policy 
Context Report 

University of Limerick access 
from the Clare road network 

RDO asked to prioritise preliminary design on this 
project including any necessary repairs to 
Blackwater River Bridge and the Canal Bridge.  

Proposed demolition and 
remediation of the existing 
Roche API Manufacturing plant – 
Traffic and Transport aspects 

Liaison/meetings with Roche and their 
Consultants 

Liaison with NTA regarding bus 
stops 

ongoing 

 
 
 
OTHER PROJECTS on the 2019 Work Programme 

Clare Noise Action Plan 2018     Priorities and matrix assessment/ further 
monitoring 

Update of the Road Schedule  
Review of Traffic signals at R463 Westbury Junction  
 

 

 N67 Killimer Church  - Review of Traffic Calming  
Doonbeg village Traffic Calming   

Transportation 2019/Monthly Management Reports/May Monthly Management Report 
 

Other Works -Progress  
Development – Planning Apps Ongoing reports/meetings/correspondence 
Pre-Planning  Limerick Road , Newmarket 

 Milltown Rd , Kilkee 
 EI Electronics, Shannon, 
 Housing, Crusheen 

Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area 
Transport Strategy 

Data issued by RDO to Consultants Jacobs 
Systra. 
Review the Baseline Conditions and Policy 
Context Report 

University of Limerick access from the 
Clare road network 

RDO asked to prioritise preliminary design on 
this project including any necessary repairs to 
Blackwater River Bridge and the Canal Bridge.  

Proposed demolition and remediation of 
the existing Roche API Manufacturing 
plant – Traffic and Transport aspects 

Liaison/meetings with Roche and their 
Consultants 

Liaison with NTA regarding bus stops ongoing 
 
OTHER PROJECTS on the 2019 Work Programme 

Clare Noise Action Plan 2018     Priorities and matrix assessment/ 
further monitoring 

Update of the Road Schedule  
Review of Traffic signals at R463 Westbury Junction  
 

 

 N67 Killimer Church  - Review of Traffic Calming  
Doonbeg village Traffic Calming   
 Car park at Lemanagh Castle  
 R469  - Keevagh road realignment, Quin Road  
R352/Corrovorrin Junction , Ennis Review of junction options 
L4176 Ballybeg Road, Ennis           Survey, design of realignment and 

provision of footpaths. 
Pedestrian Crossing on R458 near 
 St Flannan’s College, Ennis 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROJECTS ON WORK PROGRAMME 

Road Safety Remedial Measure 
2019 to be commenced
• N67 Hospital Cross Ennistymon to 
Lehinch
• N68 Beneden
• N67 Bend at Lisdeen 

Bridge Rehabilitation
AA Screening by Doherty 
Environmental is ongoing
• Latoon Bridge Piers/Services – 
Some Services diversions have 
been carried out.  Pier repairs to 
be carried out in August when tide 
conditions are favourable. 
• Inghid Bridge - Completed
• Quin Bridge - Completed: Bridge 
deck resurfacing to be carried out
• Ballycorrick Bridge  - On site – due 
to finish on 28th June
• Pollagh Bridge   - Tenders returned 
– opened 24/6/19
• Annagh Bridge   - Contractor to be 
on site on 12th June
• Doorus West Bridge - Contractor 
to start last week in June
• Kelly’s Pass Bridge - Contractor 
cleared vegetation 

• Aghy Bridge - Contractor to be on 
site early June 
• Caherbarnagh Bridge  - Contractor 
appointed – awaiting start date
• Cloonanaha South Bridge
• Goleensallagh Bridge
• Breaghva Bridge
• New Bridge - Tenders returned on 
14th of May – opened 24/6/19
• Mountievers Bridge - to be 
bundled with Sixmilebridge Bridge       
• Sixmilebridge Bridge - Cost 
estimate/report due early July
• Aughaglanna Bridge
• Barony Bridge
• Ballyvohan Bridge
• Barrly-Thomous Bridge - 
Contractor off site at present  
(26/6/19). Road closure will be 
required for remaining work
• Stonepark Bridge - Preliminary 
Design Report received – must 
discuss river widening proposals 
with OPW
• Bunratty Bridge (Low Road) – 
Preliminary Report & cost estimate 
will be complete by mid July.
• Bridges notified to RDO by MD 
Engineers   - Inspections ongoing
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Capital Delivery/Project Management Office (PMO)

The updated status of the main projects being worked on in the 
past month is as follows: 
• CFRAMs:  The OPW are close to finalising the CFRAMS 
Projects Brief to include the Scope and Terms of Reference.  
When same is to hand, we will be in a position to tender for the 
appointment of Consultants for the Kilkee Flood Relief Scheme.  
This will be fast tracked from the OPW Framework of Consultants 
so we would expect to have the Consultants in place in late August/
early September 2019.  In parallel, we successfully made a business 
case for 2 no. Engineers to manage these works and the HR Section 
is currently in the process of recruiting for same. 

• Doolin Pier Visitor Services Building – The Members will 
be aware that we were successful in securing RRDF funding enables 
us to carry out the necessary assessments, surveys, detailed design 
and planning application for the proposed Visitor Building at Doolin 
Pier.  We continue to work within the Project Team and engage 
with relevant landowners with a view to finalising the scope of the 
works and the optimum location for the building.  These elements 
of the project are expected to be agreed in advance of our next 
Project Team Meeting scheduled for July 24th following which we 
will have a robust roadmap to funding, planning, procurement and 
construction.  

• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme –  The Contractor is 
making good progress on the Ballybeg section of the scheme 
and work is continuing in identifying  services affected by the St 
Flannans Culvert via Tobarteascain to the River.  It is expected to 
commence pipe laying on this section in September.  We have 
experienced some difficulties with the works on the embankment 
section relating to ground conditions there.  The OPW and other 
statutory bodies are aware of same and our Consultants, RPS and 
Contractor, Ward & Burke, are working to address this issue.

• Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes 
Corner) – The past few weeks have been particularly busy on this 
project as we finalise the various TII deliverables and requirements 
along with the various statutory issues pertaining to the CPO.  We 
are currently awaiting  TII approval on the Land Costs and the Total 
Scheme Budget, both of which feed into the updated Business Case 
to form part of the submission to TII for approval to publish the 
CPO.  The Project Team are meeting first week July with a view to 
finalising same at the earliest juncture.    

• Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass – RPS continue to work on 
the final elements of the detailed design while in parallel, the 
required surveys in terms of Ground Investigation, Topographical 
and Archaeological continue to be arranged and carried out.  Land 
acquisition agreements continue to be progressed by agreement 
where possible as well as through the Statutory Arbitration Process 
in a small number of cases.  This work is ongoing with hearings 
listed by the Property Arbitrator in the last 2 weeks of June and 
again scheduled for the first week and a half in July.

• Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) 
- RPS Consulting Engineers are working on the design of the link 
road between the N85 Roundabout at Claureen and the Lees Road/
Drumcliff Road Intersection.  This Road once built, will facilitate 
the proposed construction of a large number of houses on lands 
serviced by same.  Following the design of the road, we will be in 
a position to further discuss the impacts/benefits of same with 
affected landowners in the area.  In parallel, the other parties to 
the Agreement are involved in the Housing provision element of 
the LIHAF Agreement. 

• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (LNDR) (Phase 2) – 
While we await the Department’s response to the Project Appraisal 
documents (Project Brief, Business Case, Cost Benefit Analysis and 
Traffic Modelling Report) submitted to them in early March, it 
was agreed by both Clare and Limerick Local Authorities that we 
would examine the costs involved and the associated programme 
in progressing to the next stage (Planning, CPO and EIAR) ourselves.  
This work is ongoing at present to ensure we maintain momentum 
and our objective of delivering this project in the earliest timeframe 
possible.  In parallel, we are also in discussion with the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) who are currently involved in drafting 
a Transport Strategy for the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area.  
A further meeting has been arranged with them for July 3rd next 
to ensure there is a joined up approach and to share survey and 
modelling information significant to both projects.

• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Following the recent 
Tender competition for the appointment of Consultants for this 
proposal, submissions were reviewed, queried where necessary 
and evaluated.  This exercise led to the receipt of the Tender Report 
earlier this week.  We are now in a position to recommend the 
appointment of the successful Tenderer for approval after which 
letters of intent and regret can issue.  Following the standstill 
period, this will enable the successful Tenderer to be formally 
appointed and to commence work on the project in early August.

• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – The project team 
consisting of the Council, the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) 
and the Mid West Regional Design Office (MWRDO) are reviewing 
the original Consultants commission.  The change in scope from 
the original proposal has the potential to extend the scheme by 
1500m to a proposed length of 4.5km.  It may be necessary to re-
advertise for the appointment of Consultants and if so, this will be 
fast tracked so that we can proceed to the next phase of the works.  

• Shannon Town and Environs Flood Relief Scheme – This 
project incorporates the Shannon Town Flood Scheme as defined 
under CFRAMs along with the Shannon Estuary Embankments 
project previously advised. A number of difficulties have arisen with 
regard to the CFRAMS model for Shannon Town.  This has resulted 
in the need to broaden the scope and terms of reference in the 
Project Brief.  This work is being progressed as a priority and we are 
expecting to be in a position to appoint Consultants in September 
to progress this project.

• UL Pedestrian & Cyclist Access – Following the initial 
treatment of invasive species affecting the route of the proposed 
works, tenders have been sought and the successful Contractor 
will be due to commence works in mid July.  The proposed works 
include elements to be delivered by the University of Limerick and 
on completion, will enhance pedestrian and cyclist safety to and 
from the College via the Clare Campus and minimise potential for 
traffic conflict along the local road network.

• West Clare Railway Greenway – The delivery of a world 
class Greenway remains a key priority for the Council as referenced 
in the County Development Plan 2017-2023.  Obviously, the 
delivery of same has to be in co-operation and collaboration with 
local landowners and affected interest groups.  Funding to initially 
develop the design and thereafter the construction will be sought 
from all suitable sources so that we can achieve our objective for 
the benefit of the communities and County of Clare.   
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STORM DAMAGE
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where we have been progressing flood relief schemes is as follows: 
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Flood Relief Schemes
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where 
Clare County Council has been progressing flood relief schemes 
is as follows: 

•  Springfield, Clonlara:   A meeting was held between the 
Office of Public Works, Clare County Council and Byrne Looby 
in Portlaoise to deal with the difficulties with the CFRAMs 
Shannon river model. It was agreed that further modelling was 
required and the scope of this was agreed. Byrne Looby will now 
produce a proposal based on this meeting. In the meantime 
work is progressing on the other aspects of the project. Further 
topographical data is required and a ground Investigation 
contractor appointed.  

•  Murtyclough:  An Application for funding has been submitted 
to the Office of Public Works.  Following their consideration of 
same, we would be hopeful of a positive outcome. 
 
•  Thomond Villas: An application for funding to the Office of 
Public Works to go to detailed design and planning has been 
submitted and we await feedback on same.

•  Quin Flood Relief Scheme: Following a Tender competition, 
a consultant has been appointed to the project and has already 

began work collecting data and identifying areas where further 
information is required. This will then enable the scheme to 
progress to detailed design and planning stage.

•  Minor Works Schemes: Funding has been approved by 
the OPW for a further scheme at Aughinish Island. Work will 
commence shortly on the detailed design required.

•  Miltown Malbay:   Further information has been submitted 
to the Office of Public Works in regard to this proposal and we 
currently await their feedback on same.  

 
Project Current Situation 
Cloughaninchy Clare County Council has agreed a fee and a programme of work 

with our consultants to address the difficulties experienced with the 
current proposal. This is agreed with the local action group and will 
involve further consultations with them. Work has already 
commenced and an additional topographical survey is required. 

Liscannor Bay 
 

Work has begun on the amendments to the Coastal Flood and 
Erosion Risk Management Study for Liscannor Bay recommended by 
the OPW. This involves updating costs and benefits to 2019 rates, 
additional erosion mapping, clarification of figures and information 
used to assess benefit and consideration of other alternatives. It is 
expected to resubmit the amended study in October. 

Lahinch South The works are now substantially complete. A number of small issues 
need to be dealt with and the snag list completed and submitted to 
the contractor. The project is on time and on budget. 

Whitestrand (Miltown Malbay) A response from the OPW to an application for a coastal protection 
scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion 
protection scheme is due shortly.  

Kilbaha The Office of Public Works has responded formally to the submission 
of the coastal flooding and erosion risk management study for 
Kilbaha. They have outlined a number of recommendations and 
observations with the study. We are currently arranging a meeting 
between the consultants, Clare Co Co and the OPW.  

Quilty The scheme was discussed recently with the OPW. They are awaiting 
a response from our consultants Byrne Looby on sediment 
transportation and erosion mapping. 

Spanish Point Clare County Council has prepared a response to the OPWs request 
for clarification on a number of issues to deal with tourist numbers 
and technical design aspects of the proposal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flood Relief Schemes: 
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WATER SERVICES
Water Conservation 

Annual Service Plan and Headcount 2019: The Water Services 
Department of Clare Co Council continues to deliver the water 
services function as per the Service Level Agreement with Irish 
Water. The monthly KPI’s continue to be monitored by all of the 
water services teams to achieve required targets. A review of 
the budgeted versus actual expenditure to the end of May 2019 
are currently showing an overspend of 1%. 

Water Conservation: 
• The Operations team continued water conservation 
activity throughout the county reacting to various increases in 
demand primarily  in Ennis  and West Clare.
• In June The Find and Fix team operated in the  
Newmarket-on-Fergus, Tulla Road and Turnpike areas of  Ennis 
and the Gort road industrial estate. Leak detection work was 
also carried out in Kilrush and Ennistymon. A total of 90 leaks 
have been repaired to the end of May.

Asset Transfer Project: 
375 water & waste water assets, in Co Clare, have been identified 
to date.  Of these 50 are Non Operational/Non Transfer to Irish 
Water and a further 163 have been completed and transferred 
to Irish Water.  This leaves a list of 162 assets to be dealt with 
and eventually transferred to Irish Water which is broken down 
as follows:
• Pending - 37 assets are being discussed to be brought 
forward for transfer to Irish Water in the coming months – these 
consist of straight transfers and also some assets having to be 
subdivided by map/plan once an agreement has been reached 
on the size of the plot containing the asset to be transferred and 
right of ways etc.
• National Special Projects Office (NSPO) – This is a 
department within Irish Water dealing with special projects 
including Facilitating the Asset Transfers from Local Authorities 
- 1 asset is with the NSPO for investigation to ascertain if it 
can be considered an underground asset and can therefore be 
transferred by S.I. 13 of 2015.
• Property Registration Authority Ireland –  1 asset has 
gone to the  PRAI to be subdivided. 
• 3rd Party/Unregistered assets - The remaining 123 
assets identified to be transferred to IW are on 3rd Party 
Registered lands (101) or Unregistered Lands (22).  Background 
work continues on these assets.

Irish Water is expecting guidelines from the Department in the 
near future regarding first registration of unregistered assets to 
enable transfer of same.   

CAPITAL PROJECTS

IW’s & (CCC’s) Capital Section is broken down into the following 
sub-sections;
• Infrastructure Programmes: (major infrastructure projects)
• Capital Programmes: (minor projects)
• Network Programmes: (mains replacements / find and fix)

Irish Water refers to the different phases of a project as Gates.
• Gate 1. Concept Design and data gathering.
• Gate 2. Environmental Studies Detailed design and planning.

• Gate 3. Construction stage and handover
• Gate 4. Contract closeout

Infrastructure Programmes (Capital Projects) - Clare Capital 
Investment Plan (CIP) 2014–2016 Projects: 

(continuing from 2016)

Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Currently at 
planning stage – Clare County Council (as Planning Authority) are 
currently assessing the planning application.  The expectation is 
to go to Gate 3 (Construction Stage) before the end of 2019.

Quin Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: This contract 
has been awarded under IW ECI (Early Contractor Involvement) 
framework and is currently under way. The contract official start 
date was 20th May 2019. Physical works on site are expected to 
commence in August.

Clonroadmore Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: As 
part of the Ennis Main Drainage Plan Ennis North’s Waste 
Water Treatment Plant, Clonroadmore More WwTP, received 
an upgrade and this was completed in November 2017.   New 
aeration blower units were installed as part of an energy 
efficiency programme which will help with further noise 
reduction.   Upgrading works have now also been completed to 
the old clarifier and inlet works. 

The inlet screens at both the Francis Street and Tulla Road 
pumping stations are also under review. A site visit was 
undertaken to the Cork lower harbour WWTP to assess the 
suitability of a proposed new screen.

17
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Clare Capital Investment Plan 
2017–2021 Projects

Lahinch Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 

Gate 1: Concept design report at draft stage. 
Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design and environmental 
evaluation and thereafter advancing to planning stage in 2020. 
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end 
of 2021.

Ennistymon Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 

Gate 1: Concept design report at draft stage. 
Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design and environmental 
evaluation and thereafter advancing to planning stage in 2020. 
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end 
of 2021.

Newmarket on Fergus Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 

Gate 1: Concept design report at draft stage.  
Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design and environmental 
evaluation and thereafter advancing to planning stage in 2020. 
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end 
of 2021

Shannon (2no projects):  

a) Interim upgrade of the Waste Water Treatment Plant. Project 
at Gate 2, tender stage. Construction expected to commence in 
the Summer 2019.
b) Gate 1 studies, for the agglomeration, have commenced.  
Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design & planning thereafter. 
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage – not determined 
at this stage.

Clare Untreated Agglomerations 
Study (UTAS) Projects 

 - (Project period 2017-2021)

RPS is the appointed Consulting Engineer. A Design Inception 
Report has been submitted and accepted by IW.  

The projects under UTAS have progressed through pre-planning 
stage and detailed design. 

Public information sessions were held in Clarecastle, Kilrush and 
Kilkee during May 2018, and Ballyvaughan and Liscannor were 
completed in September and October respectively. 

Planning applications are commencing with Kilrush expected to 
be lodged by IW in Q2 2019. 

Land acquisition procedures for Liscannor are ongoing.
                                                                                                                                                                                    
Kilrush Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:  
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.  
Planning to be submitted in 2019.  
Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.  
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end 
of 2020 and completed by end 2021.

Clarecastle Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 

Under Irish Waters UTAS project it is expected that in 2019 
the waste water collected at Quay Rd pumping station will be 
diverted via a new waste water pipeline to Clareabby WwTP.   
It was not feasible to lay the proposed rising main to Clareabbey 
WWTP in conjunction with the flood relief scheme works.   
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.  Site Investigation 
works have  commenced which will better inform exact route 
selection. 
Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. 
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end 
of 2019 and completed by end 2019 / early 2020.

Liscannor Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:   

Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.  Planning submission 
expected in Q2 2019.  Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement 
process ongoing.
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end 
of 2020 with completion by end 2021.

Ballyvaughan Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:  

Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.  Public consultation 
held and planning submission expected in Q2 2019.  
Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.  
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end 
of 2020 and completed by end 2021.

Kilkee Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report required – will take 
approx 10months to complete which will be quarter 4 of 2019. 
Gate 2 – detailed design cannot be completed until outcome of 
EIA is known.  
Planning submission – programmed for Q4 2019/Q1 2020.  
Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.  
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end 
of 2020 and completed by end 2021.

Capital Programmes
(minor Capital Works)

Inlet Works Project: 
This is a national project reviewing and ultimately upgrading 
various inlet receiving structures including storm tanks and 
sludge handling. 

In Clare the following are within this project;
• Inagh WwTP
• Clareabbey WwTP
• Miltown Malbay WwTP

The Clareabbey WWTP inlet works project has been granted 
planning and has moved onto detailed design stage.

National Certificate of Authorisation (NCAP):  
This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants 
with a P.E. of less than 500 and their impact on receiving waters. 
Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare have been included 
in the first round of assessments. RPS has prepared Site Option 
Reports for both plants which are currently under review.

18
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Francis Street Pumping Station Ennis: 
The new storm pumps have now been fully commissioned and 
are integrated with the existing control systems. See below. 

Sludge Satellites: 
Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite 
dewatering centre for the purpose of treating imported sludge 
from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued a report 

which is under consideration by Irish Water.

Network Programmes 
Mains Replacement Works

1.  Mullagh -Miltown Malbay Watermains  Rehab . The 
site investigation works are completed and the design is now 
being progressed.

Shareridge, working on behalf of Irish Water, have provided the 
following information  for watermains replacement works ;
 
1.  Doonbeg Watermains Rehabilitation: This contract is 
currently on hold by Irish Water due to technical and cost issues 
associated with the road reinstatement. We hope to progress a 
solution in the coming months.
2.  Ennistymon Main Street Watermains Rehabilitation is 
now complete.
3. Cahercalla road Ennis is also completed with half width 
reinstatement of the road recently completed.
4.  The design works for upgrades to the water and 
wastewater network as part of the new public realm works to 
Parnell street Ennis are also progressing and should be complete 
by September / October.

Water & Waste Water Operations

The following statistics provide an indication of the level of 
activity / work being carried out by the water and waste water 
teams throughout the county from 28th May 2019 to 26th June 
2019. The figures do not however reflect the time invested by 
the teams which is required to resolve each complaint /issue.  

• 21 Customer Complaints were dealt with to-date
• 1 Emergency Work Order during the timeframe
• 305 Reactive Maintenance Work Orders were dealt 
with and closed out

• 2 Customer Asset Flooding Work Order was received
• 173 Service Requests (SR’s) were raised for Field 
Requests and Follow On Work Orders for Reactive Maintenance 
work
• 29 Outage Notices were placed on the IW portal during 
the period

Rural Water Programme

• Clare Rural Water Programme awaits the publishing 
of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
Rural Water Programme with bids being submitted since early 
March. As with the Rural Water Programme, details of the 
impending new conditions associated with the ‘Grant for the 
Provision of or Necessary Improvement of an Individual Supply 
Water Supply to a House’ are also awaited.    The closing date for 
the submission of Applications for Subsidy Payments for 2018 is  
30 June with payments for submissions received ongoing.

• 2no schemes have been submitted to Irish Water for 
consideration in June. In addition to these schemes the Rural 
Water Programme is also actively engaged with a number of 
other schemes and Irish Water in terms of progressing a taking 
in charge application for the schemes to Irish Water.

• 13no. Grant Payments have been made to date in 2019 
with respect to the ‘Grant for the Provision of or Necessary 
Improvement of an Individual Water Supply to a House’. 18no. 
new applications have been received to date this calendar year.

• The Rural Water Team continues to work with group 
water schemes to ensure their members have a robust and 
sustainable quality and quantity supply of water available to 
them.

Non Service Level Agreement Works

Outside of the SLA Agreement we are continuing with inspections 
and taking in charge water services infrastructure of estates in 
conjunction with the Planning Dept. In addition we are carrying 
out maintenance works to Developer provided infrastructure 
which does not come under the remit of Irish Water.

We are also currently reviewing design options for our 
remediation works for the old Ennis Water treatment works at 
Gortaganniv (pictured below).
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• Cllr. Flynn Elected Mayor of Ennis
Cllr. Johnny Flynn was elected Mayor of Ennis MD for 2019 - 
2020 and Cllr. Ann Norton was elected Deputy Mayor for the 
same period. 
 

• Purple Flag
 

Purple Flag is an accreditation scheme that is the “Gold 
Standard” for night time destinations recognising excellence 
in the management of the evening and night-time economy 
and a safe and friendly environment in which to live, socialise 
and work. The Purple Flag accreditation is awarded by the 
Association of Town and City Management (ATCM) and the 
application process is led by Ennis Chamber in partnership 
with Ennis Municipal District /Clare County Council and An 
Garda Síochána, together with local business associations and 
networks including local vintners, restauranteurs, hoteliers, 

Glór, Civil Defence, and Active Ennis.

Ennis was the first town in Ireland awarded the Purple Flag 
accreditation in 2013 and is one of 18 Irish accredited towns 
in Ireland.  In line with the full assessment process in 2019, 
the committee carried out a self-assessment on 14th June last, 
between 5pm and 2am, meeting the relevant stakeholders in 
pubs, nightclubs, eateries and understanding their issues while 
noting any matters which require attention i.e. inadequate 
public lighting in key locations, etc. 

We await a full external assessment sometime in the Autumn 
of this year.

• River cleanup

This month Ennis MD Outdoor Staff undertook a cleanup along 
the River Walk.

• Flannans to Kilrush Road Low Cost Safety Scheme

Work is continuing on this scheme with own resources 
deployed to carry out the work. All kerbing, bitumen work, 
drainage, lining, pedestrian crossings have been completed with 
remaining works including landscaping, signage and bollards 
and tuff curbs installation.

• Roadworks

Preparation work commenced for Surface Dressing in the 
Ennis MD East area, while in the Ennis MD West area, Surface 
Dressing on the following roads has taken place; Tooreen West, 
Ballyashea, Ballynabinna. Leckaun, Erinaghmore, Drumcliff, 
Lees Road, Moarhaun. In addition,  Thin Coad Surface Dressing 
has been completed at Springfield estate in Ennis.

 ENNIS MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
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ENVIRONMENT
Gardening: 
In the build up to the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open (DDFIO) at Lahinch 
Golf Links, the Gardening Section, with assistance from the Ennistymon 
Municipal District Office, prepared and planted a number of flower 
beds at locations within Lahinch, Liscannor & Inagh.

The main focal point of this work was the traffic island at the Liscannor 
Road Junction, Lahinch.  

In addition to this work, the Gardening Section had prepared 50 flower 
planters for installation within Lahinch, Ennistymon, Liscannor and 
Inagh. The planters are subject to ongoing maintenance in the lead in 
to the DDFIO along with the newly installed flower beds. 

Ongoing routine gardening and maintenance works continued in 
June with watering, weeding, feeding & grass cutting on flower beds, 
hanging baskets and public areas.

Environmental Awareness

Greening of Lahinch town for the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open (DDFIO): 
€14,365 was received under the National Waste Prevention Pro-
gramme from the EPA Local Authority Prevention Network (LAPN) to 
support a resource efficiency project (relating to waste, energy, water) 
for Lahinch town for the (DDFIO)  2019. The following greening initia-
tives are also being rolled out for the event:

1) 20 recycling stations will be set up in Lahinch town during of the 
DDFIO event. The Public will be able to segregate their waste into vari-
ous streams such as Recycling; Food Waste/Compostables and General 
Waste.  

2) A helpful hints infographic for Businesses was developed and is be-
ing displayed in premises to remind visitors to reduce their impact on 
the receiving environment. Tips include avoiding single use plastics; 
encouraging people to bring their reusable cups or bottles; encourag-
ing people to walk and cycle and of course to keep the streets and 
beach litter free.

3) Irish Water and Clean Coast “Think Before you Flush” tips are being 
provided to all businesses in the hospitality sector for display in their 
toilets.

4) Greener Clare litter packs (Litter picker; gloves and bags) are also 
available to businesses to assist with keeping the streets clean. 

5) Through support from the EPA Local authority Prevention Network 
a team from Clean Technology Centre met with ten interested busi-
nesses. They assisted the individual business with filling out a Resource 
Efficiency Questionnaire (relating to waste; water and energy usage) 
and a report unique to their business was provided.

6) Clare County Council will be on site for the week implementing 
greening actions to help reduce the environmental impact on the re-
ceiving environment. 

Launch of Gum Litter Task force campaign in Co. Clare:
An annual public awareness campaign aimed at reducing the level of 
gum litter across County Clare was launched in Corofin National School 
where the school was joined by members of Corofin Tidy Towns for 
the launch.

The Gum Litter Taskforce has been successful to date in changing the 
public’s behavior by encouraging correct gum disposal through a tar-
geted education awareness campaign and demonstrates the power of 
government and industry alliance in driving positive change. The lat-
est results (2017) of the National Litter Pollution Monitoring report 
showed that the percentage of gum as a proportion of litter is 8%, 
down from 15.15% the previous year (2016) and from 26.37% when 
the campaign first began.

Blue Flag beach awareness sessions:
Blue Flag beach environmental and water safety awareness sessions 
for 16 schools continued at Clare’s Blue Flag Beaches during the month 
of June. There is a requirement for each blue flag to deliver five educa-
tion and awareness activities. Sessions covered issues such as what it 
means to have a Blue Flag beach, the importance of Blue Flag beaches 
to Co. Clare, the importance of protecting biodiversity both in our local 
water catchments, the effects of littering and illegal dumping on the 
marine environment, the promotion of waste segregation including 
mywaste.ie as well as the importance of preventing waste and reus-
ing. Students attending these sessions are taught water safety at the 
beach, on the farm and on the waterways. Each student received an 
Irish Water Safety Land Paws 2 certificate.
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Laboratory & Technical Support

Bathing Waters:  The bathing season commenced on 22nd May 
for 2019 and will run until mid September. Laboratory Staff 
monitor 12 designated bathing locations throughout the County. 
These include 9 Blue Flag Beaches and 3 Green Coast bathing 
areas. The results are displayed on the information notice 
boards at the beaches and are sent to the EPA for publication 
on the EPA website beaches.ie.  In addition to the 12 designated 
bathing areas, bathing water quality is monitored at Carrigaholt 
as a data collection process for future assessment.   Four rounds 
of analysis have been completed to date for 2019 with all 12 
designated bathing areas meeting the required water quality.

River Monitoring Program 2019: Clare County Council is 
required to collect 295 river water samples in 2019. The 
calendar for sampling was agreed with the EPA last December 
with the sampling spread evenly over the year. 6 sampling 
runs have been completed (samples forwarded to the EPA for 
analysis). 

IW SLA: Clare County Council is required to sample and analyse 
all public water supplies. The level of monitoring required is 
agreed with Irish Water and is based on the population served.  
The monitoring is spread evenly throughout the year and a 
number of monitoring runs have been completed. The analysis 
results are then forwarded to IW in agreed format.   Under 
the IW SLA Clare County Council monitors all discharges from 
public wastewater treatment plants. The analysis results are 
forwarded to IW on a monthly basis.

Group Water Schemes and Small Private Supplies: The Council 
is the Competent Authority for regulating private water supplies 
and undertakes in excess of 270 samples from supplies each 
year. The sampling and analysis will be ongoing throughout 
2019.

Water and Scientific Services

Water Pollution Complaints: 45 pollution complaints have 
been dealt with to date in 2019.

Section 4 Licenced Premises: Administrative engagement 
continues to be carried out for licenced premises.

National Inspection Programme of Domestic Wastewater 
Treatment Systems (Septic Tanks): Re-inspections of 

outstanding open Advisory Notices continue to take place. 
Twelve inspections have been done to date in 2019.

Planning referrals from Planning Department: Planning 
application referrals are assessed by this section and scientific 
reports are provided to the planning section for wastewater 
treatment systems and other developments. 60 Environmental 
reports have been submitted to the planning section to date 
and 82 forestry reports have been submitted to the Forest 
Service via planning this year.

Farm Inspections under the Good Agriculture Practice (GAP) 
Regulations 2017: Clare County Council carries out inspections 
for the following reasons; to ensure compliance with the GAP 
Regulations, following notifications from the DAFM, pollution 
investigation and complaint investigation.  15 farm inspections 
have been carried out to date in 2019.

Waste Management

Bring Banks: Seasonal bring banks are now in place for White 
Strand Doonbeg, White Strand Miltown Malbay and Spanish 
Point.  Works to Kilrush bring bank site have been completed 
which involved the rebuilding of a section of wall along with 
an additional porthole added to cater for increased volume of 
recycling over the summer months.

Textile Banks: The new textile banks installed, following a 
tendering process in March 2019, are working well and have 
seen an increase in usage.

Civic Amenity Sites: Sites around the County have continued to 
be very busy throughout the month of June.

Metal Collection: A new tender request for Metal Collections 
at all Recycling Centres was uploaded to e-tenders on the 14th 
June 2019. The response deadline is Friday 5th July at 12 noon. 
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Location Awards 
Kilkee Blue Flag 
Cappagh Pier ( Kilrush) Blue Flag 
Whitestrand (Doonbeg) Blue Flag 
Seafield Quilty Green Coast 
Spanish Point Blue Flag 
Whitestrand (Milltown Malbay) Blue Flag 
Lahinch Blue Flag 
Fanore Blue Flag 
Bishopsquarter Green Coast 
Inland Waters  
Ballycuggeran Blue Flag 
Mountshannon Blue Flag 
Ballyallia Green Coast 

 
 
In addition to the 12 designated bathing areas, bathing water quality is monitored at Carrigaholt as a 
data collection process for future assessment.  
Four rounds of analysis have been completed to date for 2019 with all 12 designated bathing areas 
meeting the required water quality. 
 
River Monitoring Program 2019 
Clare County Council is required to collect 295 river water samples in 2019. The calendar for 
sampling was agreed with the EPA in December last with the sampling spread evenly over the 12 
months. To date 6 sampling runs have been completed with samples forwarded to the EPA for 
analysis.  
 
IW SLA 
Clare County Council is required to sample and analyse all public water supplies. The level of 
monitoring required is agreed with Irish Water and is based on the population served.  The 
monitoring is spread evenly throughout the year and a number of monitoring runs have been 
completed. The analysis results are then forwarded to IW in agreed format.  
 
Under the IW SLA Clare County Council monitors all discharges from public wastewater treatment 
plants. The analysis results are forwarded to IW on a monthly basis. 
 
Group Water Schemes and Small Private Supplies.  
Clare County Council is the Competent Authority for regulating private water supplies and 
undertakes in excess of 270 samples from these supplies each year. The sampling and analysis will 
be ongoing throughout 2019. 
 
 
Water and Scientific Services 
 
Water Pollution Complaints 
45 pollution complaints have been dealt with to date in 2019. 
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Limerick Clare Energy Agency

Energy Management System:

The statutory energy reporting cycle has begun, under SI 426.  
Electricity and Gas data has been completed and returned. 
Thermal, transport & renewable energy is being compiled and 
analysed for submission by April 2019.

Energy Costs:

There has been a 9% increase in energy costs for the period Jan 
– May 2019 compared to the same period in 2018. The increase 
in energy costs is attributable to tariff increases in electricity 
and transport and heating fuels. Increased energy costs impact 
particularly in offices, gas for heating and electricity for Public 
Lighting. 

Energy Consumption:

While the energy cost increase is 10%, actual energy use has 
reduced by 2% overall. There are decreases in the quantity 
of energy for pubic lighting. A national & regional pubic 
lighting upgrade programme has been proposed by the Roads 
Management Office (RMO). The capital cost of the programme 
for public lighting upgrade has been approved. For Clare County 
Council the proposed upgrade would involve 11,924 lights and 
could reduce energy consumption by 2,900,000 kWh. The 
procurement process for the upgrade programme is proposed 
to commence in quarter 3, 2019.

Energy Performance:

Clare County Council has achieved an energy performance 
of 12% towards the required 33% by 2020. The percentage 
improvement is dependent upon the organisation energy 
consumed and the performance metric(s). The percentage 
change is calculated on the Monitoring & Reporting performance 
tool hosted by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. A 
review of the evaluation metrics is being conducted to ensure 
the correct performance metric is utilised for the 2020 data. 

Waste Enforcement

The enforcement team continues to manage environmental 
complaints with over 123 complaints received and investigated 
during the month of June.  Illegal dumping and fly tipping 
remain the persistent offenders.   Clean-ups of illegal dumping 
sites at the Rocky Road, Ennis and in West Clare took place 
during the month, as part of the Anti-Dumping Initiative 2019.   

Assistance with voluntary clean-ups throughout the County 
still continues.  A number of complaints relating to backyard 
burning were received during the month.  Letters have issued 
to a number of individuals advising them that this practice is 
illegal.

Letters are issuing to residents relating to their waste 
management practices under the County Clare Waste 
Management Bye-laws, 2018.  The purpose of these letters is 
to determine if householders take appropriate measures to 
ensure that waste is stored, managed, presented and collected 
in a manner so that risk to the environment is minimised.  

Reminder letters have been issued to householders who have 
failed to respond to our request for information.  Failure to 
respond to the reminder letters may result in fines being issued.

A number of unauthorised dumping sites have been identified 
as part of the Section’s ongoing patrolling of the County. 
Directions under Waste Management & Litter Pollution Acts 
have been served on individuals\companies to address the 
issues discovered.  

A media campaign has commenced in national and local press 
and radio relating to these Waste Management Bye-laws.   This 
campaign was developed through the Regional Waste Offices.  
To further inform people of the Waste Management Bye-laws, 
there will be leaflets distributed to householders in Clare in June 
and July 2019.  Clare Co. Council will continue to highlight this 
issue through social media.  For more information on the Waste 
Byelaws please visit the following link https://www.mywaste.
ie/my-household-waste-bye-laws/.  

The issuance of fines to individuals under the Litter Pollution 
Act 1997 remains ongoing with 10 fines issued for the month 
of June.  

RMCEI - Recommended Minimum 
Criteria for Environmental Inspections 

Waste enforcement, laboratory and technical support, water 
and scientific services continue to carry out the inspections 
outlined in the RMCEI plan for 2019 as well as responding to 
complaints received. Progress will be tracked throughout the 
year by each team to ensure they are on target. 
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Clare Fire Service

Recent Training Courses
The following brigade training courses were held during June; 

• Financial Planning Seminars
• Compartment Fire Behaviour Workshops
• Fire Safety Engineering
• Provision of new Paratech Stabilisation Kits  

(for use at road traffic collisions) ....see below

Major Emergency Management
Clare County Council’s Major Emergency Management 
Committee held their recent meeting in Moneypoint Power 
Station.  It provided an opportunity to discuss emergency 
response areas of mutual benefit to Clare County Council and 
Moneypoint and a familiarisation of the site.  

Dubai Duty Free Irish Open
On Friday 21st June, Clare County Council personnel attended 
Exercise Hawtree at Lahinch as part of an interagency 
grouping.  This exercise was carried out to ensure that all 
necessary emergency response arrangements were in place 
for the upcoming Irish Open.  Included in the attendees were 

representatives from An Garda Síochána,  Health Services 
Executive, Clare County Council, Irish Coast Guard, Lahinch Golf 
Club and the European Tour.

Recruitment of Retained Fire Service Personnel
Two new recruits attended a Fire Fighting Skills Course for 
Recruit Fire Fighters.   On successful completion of this course, 
the new recruits will be allocated positions in Ennis and Kilrush 
Fire Stations.

Fire Station Projects
-   Presentation to Ennis Municipal District on the Fire Service’s 
proposed 2 Bay Maintenance & Storage Facility at Ennis Fire 
Station.
-   Upgrades to energy efficient lighting and heating at Kilrush 
Fire Station.

Clare Civil Defence

Operational Duties
Civil Defence provided medical cover for the following events:
•  US Presidential Visit in both Shannon and Doonbeg
•  Teenage Disco held in the Queens Hotel as part of a joint 
initiative between Clare DC and An Garda Siochana
•  Senior football championship match between Clare and Kerry
•  Minor and Senior hurling championship matches between 
Clare & Tipperary and Clare & Cork
•  West Clare Triathlon held in Kilrush
•  Cycling sportive challenge in Shannon
•  Clare Stages Rally Hill Climb in Scarriff
•  Clare County Cycling Championships in Barefield
•  Summer Solstice 10K Road Race in Ennis
•  Tour de Burren held in North Clare
•  Relay for Life held in Tim Smythe Park in Ennis

Civil Defence also provided the following operational duties:
•  Provision of tents and transport to An Garda Siochana and 
Defence Forces throughout US Presidential Visit.
•  Entered a team into the Ennis Relay for Life in aid of Irish 
Cancer Society
•  Boat Crew visited Ennis Pre-School to display RIB craft to 
students

Members Training & Professional Development
Various members completed a training exercise on the River 
Fergus.  Members also hosted a course to disseminate the new 
National Civil Defence Boating Standard Operating Guidelines 
(SOG’s) at the Civic Room in Waterpark House, Ennis.

Fire & Building  Control Section (Main Activities) MAY 2019 JUNE 2019
(up to 26 June)

2019 TOTAL

Number of Emergency Calls Attended 72 54 529
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received 10 7 51
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted 7 6 45

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated 1 0 3

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received 6 7 39

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted 4 4 33
Number of Commencement Notices Received 40 30 234
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints 1 4 10
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THE MONTH OF JUNE IN PICTURES
                              AROUND THE COUNCIL                                                                        

The launch took place on 29 June in O’Connell Sq. of the Munster 
Fleadh Cheoil which will be held in Ennis from July 14-22. Mayor 

of Ennis Councillor Johnny Flynn officially launched the event 
with music provided by Mary & Dennis Liddy and their students.

Fianna Fáil Councillors Joe Killeen, Pat Daly and Shane 
Talty pictured in the Council Chamber, Áras Contae an 

Chláir, during the Annual General Meeting of Clare County 
Council which was held on 7 June.

Newly elected Councillors Roisin Garvey (Green) and Cillian 
Murphy (Fianna Fáil) during the Council AGM on 7 June.

Members of the Executive and newly elected Mayor of Clare 
Cathal Crowe at the Clare County Council AGM.

Outgoing Mayor of Ennis Clare Colleran Molloy, Cllr. Ann Norton 
and Bernadette Haugh with Mayor of Ennis Cllr. Johnny Flynn.

Pictured left at Áras Contae an Chlair following the appointment 
of consultants for the design of a new social housing scheme in 
Tulla, (FRONT L-R) Anne Haugh, Director of Social Development, 
Clare County Council; Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, Clare County 
Council, Cllr. Clare Colleran Molloy, Deputy Mayor of Clare; and  

Andrea Becker, Senior Architect, Thompson Architects (BACK L-R) 
Adrian Headd, Senior Executive Engineer, Clare County Council; 
Cllr. Gerry Flynn, Chair of Clare County Council’s Social Develop-
ment Strategic Policy Committee; Max Krauss, Director, Hassett 
Leyden Flynn; Conor Cooney, QS, Tom McNamara & Partners;  

Matt Fox, Director, Moloney Fox Consulting Engineers; and Cai-
mín Dillon, Executive Engineer, Clare County Council.

Members and executive staff from the Shannon MD pictured with 
Cllr. Gerry Flynn, newly elected Cathaoirleach of Shannon MD.
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